Afghan 
opposition fires 
rocket on Kabul 

KABUL: A rocket fired by the north- 
ern-based opposition slammed into 
the Afghan capital on Sunday, but 
there were no immediate report of 
casualties, witnesses said. 

The rocket landed near the com- 
bined military and civilian airport. 

This was the first rocket attack 
on Kabul after a ceasefire between 
the Afghan warring factions ended 
last week. In recent days there has 
been fierce fighting between the Tal- 
iban fighters and the opposition 
forces loysd to Ahmad Shah Mjfeisud in 
northern- ;1^ha^^ and Baghlan 
provinces.— AP 

Our Pfeshawar Bureau adds: Tal- 
iban on Sunday said to have re- 
gained control of territory lost to the 
opposition forces in the north of 
Afghanistan and debunked as false 
the claims by their rivals to have 
made territorial gains. 

This is all propaganda," Mullah 
Abdul Hye Mutmain told The News 
from the Taliban headquarters in 
Kandahar. 

He conceded that the opposition 
had made some advancement in 
Archi district but the attack was re- 
pulsed and the territory lost had 
been retaken. There is presently no 
problem in Archi. It is fiiUy under our 
control,** he claimed. 

He also claimed that Burqa district 

ih far north in Baghlan province had 
also been retaken by Taliban forces 
when they attacked the opposition on 
the vital route linking Kabul in the 
north to Badakhshan. Similarly, he 
said, that the Taliban had defeated the 
opposition forces in Nehrin district in 

Baghlan. 

However, Taliban's claim could 
not be confirmed from independent 



sources. 
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Taliban rivals claim 

!.''' 

more gains in north 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The 
Afghan opposition claimed 
Sunday it had taken two more 
northern districts while the Taliban 
admitted losing territory in previ- 
ous attacks, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AlP) reported. / 

The district of Nahrin .in 
Baghlan province and* Dasht-e^ ' 
Archi in Kunduz province were 
overrun late Saturday by forces 
loyal to opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood, the 
Pakistan-based private information 
agency said. 

AIP quoted opposition sources 
as saying Masood's troops had also 
made other territorial gains in 
Kunduz around the towns of 
Khanabad and Emam Sahib and 
took hundreds of Taliban prisoner. 

No independent confirmation of 
the opposition claim was available. 

On Saturday the opposition 
claimed to have captured the dis- 
trict of Ishkamish in Takhar 
province and the district of Burka 
in Baghlan. Both provinces border 
on Kunduz. ' 

AIP said a Taliban spokesman 
admitted the fall of Ishkamish, 
which lies on the supply route 
from Masood's base in the 
Panjsher Valley to the Tajikistan 
border. 

But the spokesman denied the 
fall of other areas and claimed that 
the Islamic militia had repulsed the 
attacks. 

"Dasht-e-Archi is fully in con- 
trol of Taliban and we have beaten 
off all attacks by Masood's forces," 
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the spokesman, Mullah Amir Khan 
Muttaqi, told AIP 

Muttaqi said the Taliban had 
also repelled attacks on the district 
of Nahrin and Burka in Baghlan. 

The Taliban spokesman blamed 
Masood for breaking a one-week 
truce agreement that was mediated 
between the two sides by a Saudi 
Arabia-based Afghan intellectual 
Sayed Jalal two days ago. 

"Wc are still ready for a truce to 
facilitate an exchange of prisoners 
between the two sides," the 
spokesman said. 

BBC reproted on Sunday a se- 
nior leader of Afghan opposition 
Hizb-e-Wahdat, Haji Muhammad 
Muhaqeq, has dismissed the re- 
ports of his surrender to the 
Taliban. 

He strongly condemned the 
Taliban Deputy Interior Minister 
Khaksar, for making false claim of 
his (Muhaqeq) surrender in a press 
conference. He termed the Taliban 
as puppets of Pakistan's Inter 
Services Intelligence (ISI), adding 
that the presence of the student 
militia and Pakistanis in 
Afghanistan was provocative, ille- 
gal and violations of all interna- 
tional recognized norms and prin- 
ciples. Muhaqeq ruled out his join- 
ing hands with the Taliban. 

He also expressed doubts about 
the surrender of chief of break- 
away faction of Hizb-c-Wahdal, 
Muhammad Akbari and said that 
he did not believe that a person 
like him (Akbari) could defect to 
the Taliban. 

6 NHV r-:3 



Masood forces capture 
two mbt'e districts 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The Af- 
ghan opposition claimed Sunday it 
had taken two more northern dis- 
tricts while the Taliban admitted 
losing territory in previous attacks, 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) re- 
ported. 

The district of Nahrin in Baghlan 
province and Dasht-e-Archi in Kun- 
duz province were overrun late Satur- 
day by forces loyal to opposition com- 



mander Ahmad Shah Masood, the Pa- 
kistan-based private information agen- 
cy said. 

AIP quoted opposition sources as 
saying Masood's troops had also made 
other territorial gains in Kunduz around 
the towns of Khanabad and Ernam 
Sahib and took hundreds i.:f Tnliban 
prisoner. 

No independent confirmation of the 
opposition claim was available. 
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Masood claims 

capturing 
Nijrab in north 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The anti-Taliban 
opposition Tuesday claimed cap- 
turing strategic distract of Nijrab 
in Kapisa province, about 85 km, 
north of Afghan capital. 

Reports, pouring in from 
Afghanistan suggested that the 
Ahmad Shah Masood-led opposi- 
tion Friday launched a heavy at- 
tack on Taliban positions in Nijrab 
distract and now the area was un- 
der their control. 

Both the Taliban and the oppo- 
sition sources confirmed heavy 
fighting around Nijrab, but both 
the sides made conflicting claims. 

Masood sources claimed that 
after capturing Nijrab, the opposi- 
tion forces were advancing to- 
wards the strategically located 
Tagab, but the hardline student 
militia rebutted these claims. 

By attacking Nijrab, Masood 
opened a new front in Kapisa after 
Kundooz and Baghlan to engage 
the Taliban forces. 

There were also reports that 
forces loyal to Masood had un- 
leashed attacks on Taliban posi- 
tions in northern Afghanistan in a 
bid to reopen their supply routes to 
the outer world ahead of harsh and 
killing winter. 

In Kundooz and Baghlan 
provinces, the opposition had re- 
portedly gained military edge over 
the Taliban. 

But opening the battlefront in 



Kapisa pro\'ince by the opposition 
is aimed at not only building pres- 
sure on Kabul city, but also bring 
the vital Kabul-Jalalabad highway 
under its firing range. 

AFP adds: An opposition 
spokesman Mohammad Aref said 
fighting between the Taliban mili- 
tia and Masood's forces in north- 
em Afghanistan around Burka and 
Ishkamish districts had eased- 
overnight. 

However, 10 civilians were 
killed in Taliban aerial bombard- 
ments in residential areas sur- 
rounding Nijrab. • 

"Fighting continued till late in 
the evening. Nijrab and its five 
main villages — parts of Tagab — 
have also been taken," he said. 

Tagab is a neighbouring region- 
al centre held by the Taliban, who 
control about 90 percent of 
Afghanistan. 

The focus on Nijrab was de- 
signed to retake positions lost by 
Masood after the Taliban launched 
their autumn offensive on October 
10. 

The militia has since heavily 
mined the 10-kilometre strip be- 
tween the two centres and one 
Western analyst estimated that any 
attempt to cross the zone could re- 
sult in 30 percent to 50 percent ca- 
sualties. 

"Fighting is still going on 
around Tagab district," Aref 
added. 



Rockets hit Kabul airport 



KABUL, Nov 18: As fighting 
rages in northern Afghanistan, the 
opposition alliance stepped up its 
rocket assaults on Kabul on 
Wednesday, firing at least four 
rockets into the airport. 

There were no reports of casual- 
ties. 



The rockets were fired from posi- 
tions north of the capital where sol- 
diers loyal to opposition leader 
Ahmed Shah Masood are posi- 
tioned. 

The battlefield, barely 20km 
north of the city, has been relative- 
ly quiet in recent weeks. — ^AP 



Masood to open 

eastern front 
against Taliban 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - In a bid to build 
more pressure on the Taliban, 
Tajik, commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood is poised to open a new 
front in eastern , Afghanistan 
against the hardline student mili- 
tia. The opposition is busy in re- 
grouping its allies for the upcom- 
ing offensive. 

The anti-Taliban forces' activi- 
ties in the east suggested that the 
opposition's military operation 
against the Islamic militia was ex- 
pected in the near future. 

Flushed with their recent mili- 
tary gains in northern 
Afghanistan, especially in 
Baghlan and Kundooz provinces, 
and in the north of Kabul, the 
anti-Taliban Masood-led opposi- 
tion forces are now eyeing eastern 
parts of the country. 

Few days back, Masood re- 
portedly contacted Haji Qadeer, 
chief of eastern Shoora, to reacti- 
vate its supporters against the stu- 
dent militia. 

According to Sahaar News 
Agency, emissaries of Masood 
have been holding meetings with 
the anti-Taliban commanders 
from Ningrahar,'Kunar, Laghman 
and Nooristan provinces for the 
last three days . 

In this regard, a crucial meet- 
ing was held on Wednesday last 
in Kantewa, Nooristan, which 
was attended among others by 
Abdullah Jan Wahidi, ex-gover- 
nor Laghman, Commander 
Jehandad and Salim Addawal. 
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Ahmad Shah Masood-led opposi- 
tion Friday launched a heavy at- 
tack on Taliban positions in Nijrab 
distract and now the area was un- 
der their control. 

Both die Taliban and the oppo- 
sition sources confirmed heavy 
fighting around Nijrab, but both 
the sides made conflicting claims. 

Masood sources claimed that 
after capturing Nijrab, the opposi- 
tion forces were advancing to- 
wards the strategically located 
Tagab, but the hardline student 
militia rebutted these claims. 

By attacking Nijrab, Masood 
opened a new front in Kapisa after 
Kundooz and Baghlan to engage 
the Taliban forces. 

There were also reports that 
forces loyal to Masood had un- 
leashed attacks on Taliban posi- 
tions in northern Afghanistan in a 
bid to reopen their supply routes to 
the outer world ahead of harsh and 
killing winter. 

In Kundooz and Baghlan 
provinces, the opposition had re- 
portedly gained military edge over 
the Taliban. 

But opening the battlefront in 



Kapisa pro\'ince by the opposition 
is aimed at not only building pres- 
sure on Kabul city, but also bring 
the vital Kabul-Jalalabad highway 
under its firing range. 

AFP adds: An opposition 
spokesman Mohammad Aref said 
fighting between the Taliban mili- 
tia and Masood's forces in north- 
em Afghanistan around Burka and 
Ishkamish districts had eased- 
overnight. 

However, 10 civilians were 
killed in Taliban aerial bombard- 
ments in residential areas sur- 
rounding Nijrab. ' 

"Fighting continued till late in 
the evening. Nijrab and its five 
main villages — parts of Tagab — 
have also been taken," he said. 

Tagab is a neighbouring region- 
al centre held by the Taliban, who 
control about 90 percent of 
Afghanistan. 

The focus on Nijrab was de- 
signed to retake positions lost by 
Masood after the Taliban launched 
their autumn offensive on October 
10. 

The militia has since heavily 
mined the 10-kilometre strip be- 
tween the two centres and one 
Western analyst estimated that any 
attempt to cross the zone could re- 
sult in 30 percent to 50 percent ca- 
sualties. - 

"Fighting is still going on 
around Tagab district," Aref 
added. 



Rockets hit Kabul airport 



KABUL, Nov 18: As fighting 
rages in northern Afghanistan, the 
opposition alliance stepped up its 
rocket assaults on Kabul on 
Wednesday, firing at least four 
rockets into the airport. 

There were no reports of casual- 
ties. 



The rockets were fired from posi- 
tions north of the capital where sol- 
diers loyal to opposition leader 
Ahmed Shah Masood are posi- 
tioned. 

The battlefield, barely 20km 
north of the city, has been relative- 
ly quiet in recent weeks. — AP 



Masood to open 
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against Taliban 
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PESHAWAR - In a bid to build 
more pressure on the Taliban, 
Tajik, commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood is poised to open a new 
front in eastern . Afghanistan 
against the hardline student mili- 
tia. The opposition is busy in re- 
grouping its allies for the upcom- 
ing offensive. 

The anti-Taliban forces* activi- 
ties in the east suggested that the 
opposition's military operation 
against the Islamic militia was ex- 
pected in the near future. 

Flushed with their recent mili- 
tary gains in northern 
Afghanistan, especially in 
Baghlan and Kundooz provinces, 
and in the north of Kabul, the 
anti-Taliban Masood-led opposi- 
tion forces are now eyeing eastern 
parts of the country. 

Few days back, Masood re- 
portedly contacted Haji Qadeer, 
chief of eastern Shoora, to reacti- 
vate its supporters against the stu- 
dent militia. 

According to Sahaar News 
Agency, emissaries of Masood 
have been holding meetings with 
the anti-Taliban commanders 
from Ningrahar,'Kunar, Laghman 
and Nooristan provinces for the 
last three days . 

In this regard, a crucial meet- 
ing was held on Wednesday last 
in Kantewa, Nooristan, which 
was attended among others by 
Abdullah Jan Wahidi, ex-gover- 
nor Laghman, Commander 
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Taliban 
posts fall 
to Masood 
forces 



KABUL, Nov 17: Forces 
loyal to ethnic Tajik com- 
mander Ahmad Shah 
Masood have captured the 
district of Nejrab, 85km 
northeast of Kabul, an oppo- 
sition spokesman said on 
Tuesday. 

Mohammad Aref also said 
fighting between the Taliban 
and Masood's forces in north- 
ern Afghanistan around Burka 
and Ishkamish districts had 
eased overnight. 

However, 10 civilians were killed 
in Taliban aerial bombardments in 
residential areas surrounding 
Nejrab. 

"Fighting continued till late in 
the evening. Nejrab and its five 
main villages — parts of Tagab — 
have also been taken," he said. 

Tagab is a neighbouring regional 
centre held by the Taliban. 

The focus on Nejrab was 
designed to retake positions lost by 
Masood after the Taliban launched 
their autumn offensive on Oct 10. 

The militia has since heavily 
mined the 10-kilometre strip 
between the two centres and one 
Western analyst estimated that any 
attempt to cross the zone could 
result in 30 per cent to 50 per cent 
casualties. 

"Fighting is still going on around 
Tagab district," Aref added. 

IRAN DENIES: Tehran strongly 
denied on Tuesday reports that an 
Iranian mission currently in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan was there to 
pave the way for talks with the 
Taliban militia, insisting it was 
merely a technical mission. 

"The Islamic Republic of Iran 
will not hold any kind of political 
dialogue with the Taliban for the 



opening of its diplomatic missions," 
said a foreign ministry statement 
quoted by the official news agency 
IRNA. 

The militia, which now controls 
more than 80 percent of 
Afghanistan, must first satisfy 
Tehran's demands over the killing 
of nine Iranian diplomats and a 
journalist by Taliban militamen in 
August, the statement said. 

These included "the pimishment 
of the killers ... apology by the 
Taliban over this incident, release 
of the remaining Iranian prisoners 
and restoration of peace and seciui- 
ty," it said. 

"Only a group of Iranian techni- 
cians had proceeded to 
Afghanistan to inspect the proper- 
ties of the Iranian consulates in 
Afghanistan, which are presently 
under the control of the Taliban 
militia," the statement said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
reported Monday that a Iranian 
delegation had arrived in the west- 
em Afghan city of Herat to discuss 
with Taliban officials the possibili- 
ty of a meeting between the militi- 
a's chief MuUa Mohammad Omar 
and Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi. 

The Pakistan-based private news 
service said the delegation which 
included senior foreign ministry 
officials would also discuss the 
Iranian troop presence on the 
Afghan border and Taliban prison- 
ers in Iranian custody. 

The delegation would visit Kabul 
and Kandahar, where the Taliban 
have their headquarters, as well ais 
Herat, the news agency said. 

The visit is the first by an Iranian 
delegation since tension gripped 
relations between Tehran and the 
Taliban after the diplomats' 
kiUine.— AFP 
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Taliban 
claim 
gains in 
northeast 



PESHAWAR, Nov 22: Afghan- 
istan's dominant Taliban militia on 
Sunday claimed that its forces had 
gained ground in northeastern 
Nahrin district which was captured 
by opposition forces last week, 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) report- 
ed. 

A Taliban spokesman told 
Pakistan-based news service by 
telephone that Islamic militia had 
seized the main bazaar of the 
major town of Baghlan province 
from forces of key opposition com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood. 

"The fighting is now raging on 
near the old bazaar of the city," 
the unidentified Taliban official 
said. 

There was nq independent con- 
firmation of Taliban claim. 

AIP said six fighters from the 
rival sides. were killed and 21 
injured in Sunday's fighting in 
which heavy artillery and cannon 
fire were used. 

Nahrin fell to the forces of for- 
mer defence minister arid key 
opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood eariier this month. 

Sporadic clashes have been 
reported in the area since the 
hardline militia lost it to Masood's 
forces. 

Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) said 
fighting was intense in Baghlan 
province, north of Kabul, and in 
Faryab province in the northwest 
of the war-torn country, between 
the Taliban and forces loyal to 
opposition commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood. 

Both sides are fighting for posi- 
tion to take its control before the 
harsh Afghan winter snows. 

The report said Taliban had also 
launched an offensive to re-take 
Darzaab district of northwestern 
I Faryab province from opposition's 
control. 

Masood's forces had driven the 
militia, which control more than 
two-thirds of war-ravaged 
i Afghanistan, last week from the 
area. 

Meanwhile, AIP said Saudi 
Arabia-based influential Afghan 
national Sayed Jalal has resumed 
his efforts to broker ceasefire 
I between the warring sides. 

Recent fighting dealt a blow to 
Jalal's mediation efforts which led 
to the release of scores of prisoners 
by the two sides in recent weeks. 
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Taliban launch attacks to 
regain areas from Masud 

UN team leaves for central Afghanistan today to assess food needs 



ISLANIABAD: Heavy fighting erupted 
in the northern Afghan provinces of 
Baghlan and Faryab Sunday as Tal- 
iban troops launched attacks to re- 
gain control of territory lost to oppo- 
sition forces, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported. 

It said the Taliban managed to 
enter the bazaar in Nahrin town in 
Bs^to province after day-long fi^t- 
ing in which both sides used heavy 
weapons. 

No independent confirmation was 
available of the report. The fighting, 
now on in Nahrin's old bazaar, left 
five people dead and 21 injured on 
both sides, the agency said. 

Nahrin fell to the forces of former 
defence minister and key opposition 
commander Ahmad-Shah Masud ear- 
lier this month. Sporadic clashes have 
been reported in the area since the 
militia lost it to Masud's forces. 

The AIP also reported fighting in 
Darzab town in northwestern 
province of Earyab after the Taliban 
launched a counter-attack to retake 
the town. It gave no details. 

Meanwhile, a container full of am- 



munition exploded at a military base 
of the Taliban in the capital Kabul 
Sunday Authorities said there were 
no causalities. The ammunition con- 
tainer was parked at a Taliban mili- 
tary base in the northwest Badam 
Bagh neighborhood of the city. 

The explosions continued for 
more than five minutes, witnesses/ 
said. No one was hurt and no equip- 
ment or property was destroyed, Tal- 
iban officials said. 

Giant fumes of smoke could be 
seen from a distance as two fire- 
brigades rushed toward the base. 

The ft'esh fighting is a set-back to 
the peace efforts launched by the 
Saudi-based Afghan trader Syed Jalal. 

Sources close to him said that 
both the Taliban and Ahmed Shah 
Masud wanted to score as much vic- 
tories against each other as possible 
before the snowfall. Both sides have 
desperately been making attempts to 
gain more grounds in different areas 
particularly Takhar, Baghlan and 

north of Kabul. 

Syed Jalal came to Peshawar on a: 

secret mission and after an overnight 



stay in the city drove to Afghanistan 
via TorkaJuiL It is still not known if he 
has held talks with Pakistani or 
Afghan officials during the visit. 

On the other hand, a United Na- 
tions team will leave for central 
Afghanistan today (Monday) to assess 
the food supply and security situation 
in Bamiyan and Hazarajat, UN 
sources said. The team will be rec- 
ommending possible emergency food 
requirements before winter sets in, 
the sources added. 

It would be the second team by 
the United Nations to visit the central 
Afghan province of Bamiyan and Haz- 
arsgat after the Taliban captured the 
> area last month from the opposition 
Hizb-e-Wahdat. The first joint UN 
team had left for Hazar^at and 
Bamiyan on November 13. 

A Worid Fbod Programme (WFP) 

Vulnerability Analysis Maping (VAM) 
team, which probed the Hazrarfaat for 
several weeks this summer, concluded 
that the poorest people in the region 
— some 160,000 — would need 
about 5,300 tonnes of food aid to sur- 
vive the winter.— Agencies 
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Taliban capture 
northern town 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The Taliban 
militia have flushed out troops loyal to 
opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood from a strategic district in 
northwestern Afghanistan, the Afghan 
Islamic Press said Tuesday. 

The private news service said the 
militia seized Darzab town in Faryab 
province in a counter-offensive 
launched against opposition forces two 
days ago. 

The fighting left nine people dead 
and more than a dozen wounded on 
both sides, it said, adding that the 
Taliban captured two commanders and 
97 opposition soldiers. 

Darzab, a mountainous town in Far- 
yab province, was captured by the 
hardline Islamic militia amid its tri- 
umphs in northern Afghanistan in J uly . 

But the town fell to the opposition 
after guerilla operations earlier this 
month. The militia launched the coun- 
ter attacks over the weekend to retake 
the territories from the opposition. 

Meanwhile, opposition sources said 
fighting continued Tuesday in north- 
em Afghanistan. 

Abdullah, spokesman for opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
said 50 Taliban troops were taken pris- 
oner and another 30 killed in the fight- 
ing which subsided towards the after- 



noon. 

But the Taliban were preparing a 
counter-attack after Masood' s forces 
advanced to within three kilometres 
from Khenjan district, Abdullah told 
AFP. 

'Also at Darzab in (northwestern) 
Faryab province the Taliban launched 
an attack today but they did not make 
any gains,' he said. 

The Salang Tunnel, a vital thorough- 
fare, links Kabul to the border with 
Central Asian republics through the 
Hindu Kush mountains. 

Meanwhile, Taliban authorities have 
released 1 00 opposition prisoners from 
the capital' s notorious Pulicharkhi jail, 
the Islamic militia's official Radio 
Shariat reported. 

The radio said the release was aimed 
at boosting the mediatory process ini- 
tiated by a Saudi-based Afghan busi- 
nessman, Sayed Jalal. 

'The prisoners were released unilat- 
erally to show the goodwill of the 
Islamic Emirate,' it said. 

In a Monday interview with Radio 
Shariat, Jalal said both the Taliban and 
Masood had so far released 215 pris- 
oners through his efforts. 

Jalal said he was hopeful a truce and 
further prisoners-swap could be initi- 
ated. 



Heavy fighting in 
northern Afghanistan 
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KABUL (AFP) - Heavy fight^ 
ing was reported Monday north of 
the strategically important Salang • 
Tunnel in Afghanistan amid con- 
flicting reports surrounding gains 
made by opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

The Taliban militia and Masood 
both said Masopd had launched a 
major offensive against militia- 
held territory, resulting in casual- 
ties on both sides. 

However Taliban spokesman 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said the at"- 
tacks had been repulsed while 
Masood's forces said they had ad- 
vanced 15 kilometers north of the 
tunnel which links northern 
Afghanistan with the south. ^ 
Masood is currently in control 
of the tunnel. 

"Today the enemy launched a 
big attack against Khenjan from 
Salang and Andarab. Their attack 
from Andarab was pushed back in- 
stantly. "In the attack from Salang 
they captured our three posts but 
our forces recaptured those posts 
and the attack was foiled," MuUaqi 



told reporters. ^t... n u 

Masood spokesman Abdullah 
said 25 Taliban troops were cap-, 
tured after the front line was bro- 
ken at Salang and that the Pah 
Frestagan bridge was captured de- 
spite Taliban aerial bombtardments 
He said districts around Nahrin 
were captured and the villages 
- cleared while fighting had escalat- 
ed in Ghor province..; , 

"Latest reports I have say that' 
our forces have laid a seige to. 
Cheghcheran," Abdullah said. ; 

Another report said the head ot 
the breakaway faction of Shiite 
Hezb-i-Wahdat, Ustad Muhammad 
Akbari with his 36 close aides has 
arrived in Kabul. 

He was accorded a warm wel- 
come by the officials of student 
militia particularly the personnel of 
the Intelligence Department. Just 
after his arrival, Ustad Akban and 
Ayatullah Sadiq Parwani were tak- 
en to the Intercontinental hotel for 
a meeting with Deputy Chief (Vice 
President) of the Taliban Interim 
Council, Maulvi Abdul Qadeer. 



Taliban capture 
northern town 
from rival troops 

KABUL (AFP) - Heavy fight- 
ing continued Tuesday in north- 
em Afghanistan with anti-Taliban 
forces advancing further around 
the strategic Salang Tunnel, oppo- 
sition sources said. 

Abdullah, spokesman for op- 
position commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, said 50 Taliban troops 
were taken prisoner and another 
30 killed in the fighting which 
subsided towards the afternoon. 

But the Taliban were preparing 
a counter-attack after Masood's 
forces advanced to within three 
kilometres from Khenjan district, 
Abdullah told AFP. 

"Also at Darzab in (northwest- 
em) Faryab province the Taliban 
launched an attack today but they 
did not make any gains," he said. 

The Salang Tunnel, a vital 
thoroughfare, links Kabul to the 
border with Central Asian re- 
publics through the Hindu Kush 
mountains. 

Meanwhile, in Pakistan the 
Afghan Islamic Press said the 
Taliban militia has flushed out 
troops loyal to opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood 
from the strategic Darzav district. 

The private news service said 
Darzab was seized by the Islamic 
militia in a counter-offensive 
launched against opposition 
forces two days ago. 

The fighting left nine people 
dead and more than a dozen 
wounded on both sides, AIP said, 
adding that the Taliban captured 
two commanders and 97 opposi- 
tion soldiers. 

There was no immediate inde- 
pendent confirmation of the rival 
claims. 

Darzab, a mountainous town, 
was captured by the hardline 
Islamic militia amid its triumphs 
in riorthem Afghanistan in July. 

But the town fell to the opposi- 
tion after guerrilla operations ear- 
lier this month. The militia 
launched the counter attacks over 
the weekend to retake the territo- 
ries from the opposition, AIP 
said 
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THE NEWS lOTERNATIONAL 



Taliban launch attack 
against opposition 



KABUL: The Taliban has launched a 
counter attack against opposition 
forces north of the strategic Salang 
Tunnel, with heavy bombardment 
by the Afghan militia's fighter jets, 
opposition sources said 'TOdnesday. 

Abdullah said forces loyal to eth- 
nic T^ik commander, Ahmad Shah' 
Masood, were f eroding off the at- 
tacks around KheAjan district .where 
he claimed 1 TO militia: troopis were 
captured and 80 killed on Tuesday ' 

No independent confirmation 
was immediately available. 

Abdullah also said areas around 
Burka, whe^^ fitting erupted two 
weeks ago, had been mopped-up by 
Masood and the region was now 
completely held by the opposition. 



Meanwhile, the Taliban released 
an Iranian lorry driver on Wednes- 
day, the last of a number of Iranians 
held by the extremist militia in 
Afghanistan, the official news 
agency IRNA reported. 

The driver, Manouchehr Amiri, 
was handed over to an Iranian for- 
eign n(iinistry representative in the 
western Afghan city of Herat on 
Wednesday morning and is reported 
to have returned to Iran. 

Furthermore, UN officials re- 
turned Tuesday from a two-day mis- 
sion to the central highlands region 
of Afghanistan to assess humanitar- 
ian needs and look into the security 
situation.— Agencies 



Taliban bomb 
opposition posts 



KABUL, Nov 25: The Taliban 
have launched a counter attack 
against opposition forces north of 
the strategic Salting tunnel, with 
heavy bombardment by the 
Afghan militia's fighter, jets, oppo- 
sition sources said on Wednesday. 

Abdullah said forces loyal to eth- 
nic Tajik commander, Ahmad Shah 
Masood, were fending off the 
attacks around Khenjan district, 
where he claimed 110 militia 
troops were captured and 80 killed 
on Tuesday. 

The Salang tunnel, currently 
controlled by Masood, is a vital 
link between southern Afghanistan 



and the central Asian republics 
that runs through the Hindu Kush 
mountain range. 

Abdullah also said areas around 
Burka, where fighting erupted two 
weeks ago, had been mopped up by 
Masood and the region was now 
completely held by the opposition. 

"As a result of this morning's 
operation, 70 people joined us and 
45 others were taken as prisoner," 
he said. 

With the "capture" of Burka 
"our supply route from the 
Tajikistan border is open and 
unhindered to the areas north of 
Kabul," Abdullah added.— AFP 



Taliban launch 
counter-attack 
on'opposition 



KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban 
has launched a counter attack 
against opposition forces north of 
' the strategic Salang Tunnel, with 
heavy bombardment by the 
' Afghan militia's fighter jets, op- 
position sources said Wednesday. 

Abdullah (Eds: one name) said 
forces loyal to ethnic Tajik com- 
mander, Ahmad Shah Masood, 
were fending off the attacks 
around Khenjan district where he 
claimed 110 militia troops were 
captured and 80 killed on 
Tuesday. 

No independent confirmation 
was immediately available. 

The Salang Tunnel, currently 
controlled by Masood, is a vital 
link between Southern 
Afghanistan and the central Asian 
republics that runs through the 
Hindu Kiish mountain range. 

Abdullah also said areas 
around Burka, where fighting 
erupted two weeks ago, had been 
mopped-up by Masood and the 
region was now completely held 
by the opposition. 

"As a result of this morning's 
operation, 70 people joined us 
and 45 others were taken as pris- 
oners," he said. 

With the "capture" of Burka 
"our supply route from the 
Tajikistan border is open and un- 
hindered to the areas north of. 
Kabul," Abdullah added. 
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65 Taliban dead, 150 imprisoned 

Masood troops 
claim major 
advance 



KABUL, Nov 27: Afghanistan's 
opposition alliance on Friday said 
it had made major inroads into the 
northern Kunduz province during 
attacks on three fronts against the 
Taliban. 

Alliance spokesman Abdullah 
said casualties included 65 Taliban 
troops dead and 150 imprisoned, 
while 20 opposition jsoldiers were 
killed and 30 injured. 

He said forces loyal to opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
had advanced 15 kilometres west 
from Bangi district, whose neigh- 
bouring area Taloqan was secured 
by Masood last month after weeks 
of heavy fighting. 

Masood*s troops had laimched a 
second operation in Imam Sahib in 
Kunduz, near the border with 
Tajikistan. Both districts form part 
of an intricate supply network 
linked to Masood's base in the 
Panjsher Valley. 

"The operation started last night 
and we captured more than half of 
Imam Sahib district. Fighting is 
still going on and we have 
advanced 20 kilometres 
Abdullah said. 

He said fighting was heaviest 
around Bangi, where most casual- 
ties took place. Clashes also erupt- 
ed in Faryab province while a 
Russian-made Luna heavy rocket 
struck Kabul. 

Abdullah said the Taliban had 
been forced to divert troops to 



Faryab from Kandahar and Herat, 
where they were deployed to offset 
a military threat from Iran at the 
border after relations soured in 
August over the murder of nine 
Iranian diplomats and a journalist. 

On Thursday Faryab came under 
Taliban aerial bombardment but 
one Taliban fighter jet was shot 
down, Abdullah added. 

Masood, an ethnic Tajik, is bat- 
tling to secure moimtainous supply 
routes from the Central Asian 
republics to the Panjsher Valley 
northeast of Kabul lost during the 
militia*s sweeping northern offen- 
sive two months ago. 

Both sides are eager to take con- 
trol of the routes ahead of the 
severe Afghan winter. 

Control would allow Masood to 
stock up on arms and allow his 
forces to regroup once the region is 
cut off by snow which blankets the 
Hindu Kush mountain range 
between December and February. 

Analysts say this would strength- 
en Masood in preparation for a 
spring offensive, but if the Taliban 
can deny him access then the oppo- 
sition alliance could emerge from 
winter a severely depleted force. 

In Taliban-held Kabul, constant 
missile attacks and shelling have 
been staged against the capital's 
airport which Masood maintains is 
being used to ferry Taliban arms 
and supplies around the country. — 
AFP 



Heavy fighting 

in 




KAfitJL? Kfek^pr; fightipg continued 
Tuesday' in' riortherii Afghanistan 
witji anti-l^ban forces advancing 
fii^er: around this strategic Salang 
Tiinrtel, opposition sources said. 

Abdullah, spokesman for opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood,. said 50 Taliban troops were 
takfen prisoiier and another 30 killed 
in' the, fighting which subsided to- 
TOitlsthe'aft^ 

6ut thie l^ban were preparing a 
cpunter-att^k after Masood's forces 
advinced to within ttiiree kilometres 
ftx?m Klieivian district, Abdullah said. 
- ^. ■'Also at barzab in (northwestern) 
Faryab province the Taliban launched 
an attack today but they did not 
m?Jke any gains," he said.—AFP 
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Anti-Taliban alliance i 
claims major advance 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's op- 
position alliance on Friday said it had 
made major inroads into ^e far north 
Kunduz province during attacks on 
three fronts against the Taliban Islam- 
ic militia. 

Alliance spokesman Abdullah said 
casualties included 65 Taliban troops 
dead and 150 imprisoned, while 20 
opposition soldiers were killed and 30 
injured. , ' 

He said forces loyal to opposition 
conmiander Ahmad Shah Masopd had 
advanced 15 kilometres (nine miles) 
west from Bangi district, whose neigh- 
bouring area Taloqan was secured by 
Masood last month after weeks of 
heavy fighting. Masood* s troops had 
launched a second operation in Imam 
Sahib in north Kunduz near.the border 
with Tajikistan. Both districts form 
part of an intricate supply network 
linked to Masood* s base in the Panjsh- 
er Valley. *The operation started last 
night and we captured more than half 
of Imam Sahib district. Fighting is still 
going on and we have advanced 20 
kilometres (12 miles)," Abdullah told 
AFP Friday. 

He said fiehtine was heaviest around 



Bangi where most casualties were re- 
ported. Clashes also erupted in Faryab 
province while a Russian-made Luna 
heavy rocket struck Kabul. 

Independent confirmation of the 
fighting was not immediately availa- 
ble while there were no reports of 
casualties from the rocket strike on the 
capital. 

Abdullah said the Islamic militia 
had been forced to divert troops to 
Faryab from Kandahar and Herat, 
where they we^^ deployed to offset a 
military threat from Iran at the border 
after relations soured in August over 
the murder of nine Iranian diplomats 
and a journalist by Taliban fighters. 

On Thursday Faryab came under 
Taliban aerial bombardment but one 
Taliban fighter jet was shot down, 
Abdullah added. 

Masood, an ethnic Tajik, is battling 
to secure mountainous supply routes 
from the Central Asian republics to 
the Panjsher Valley northeast of Ka- 
bul lost during the militia's sweeping 
northern offensive two months ago. 

Both sides are eager to take control 
of the routes ahead of the severe Af- 
ghan wintftr 
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Kabul airport 
heavily rocketed 



KABUL, Nov 28: Opposition attached to MasoOjd j^ntered thei 

forces on Saturday staged a series river port town of Sher Khan <| 

of rocket strikes on Kabul airport Bander on the Afghan side of the ; 

and claimed the capture of a strate- country's border with Tajikistan, ! 

gic border district from the Taliban an opposition spokesman said. ' 



in Kimduz province. 

Residents said at least five people 
were wounded after about a dozen 
rockets struck the airport on the 
northern outskirts of the capital. 

"But thankfully no one was 
killed," one resident said. 

Anti-Taliban commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood has targeted the air- 
port where Taliban traffic has been 
heavy over recent nights, using 
heavy rockets from the Russian- 
made Luna series, and lower grade 
missiles. 

The rocket strikes came as forces 



The spok^smain, Abdullah, said 
opposition troops faced minimal 
resistance after lajlnching a three- 
pronged attack. ';v 

"The Taliban did jiot offer any 
resistance and fled; :cmr<. forces are 
only 25 kilometres from Kunduz 
city, which is now under threat 
from three directions," he said. 

According to opposition reports, 
Masood has how made substantial 
gains across the Afghan side of the 
far north border with Tajikistan 
stretching from his supply base in 
Taloqan.— AFP ■ 
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Afghanistan one of the 
most mine-affected countries 



By Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: Latest reports suggest 
that nearly two decades after 
Afghanistan plunged mto civil war, it 
is still one of the severely mine-af- 
fected countries in the world. 

A report published in the 'Hidden 
Killer' compiled by the Office of Hu- 
manitarian Demining Programmes 
of United States Department of State 
Bureau of Political-Military Affairs 
quotes the UN figure for the number 
of landmines in Afghanistan at 10 
million, though the original source 
of this estimate, it points out, can- 
not be verified and the actual num- 
ber may thus never be determined. 
Quoting another UN study report, it 
said that that the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian As- 
sistance to Afghanistan (UNOCHA) 
reduced the number of landmines to 
between 5-7 million. Some NGOs, 
based on actual experience in heav- 
ily mined areas, claim that the offi- 
cial estimates are still too high and 
should be lowered than to less than 
a million. An estimate by The HALO 
Trust in 1997 put the figure of land- 
mines at 6,20,000. Roughly 50 dif- 
ferent types of anti-personnel and 
anti-tank mines have been identified 
during the clearance operations, it 
said while referring to a UNDHA re- 
port. 

The estimates are still high 
enough to place Afghanistan among 
one of the 12 hea\ily mine-affected 
countries of the world. They include 



Angola, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cam- 
bodia, Croa.tia, Eritrea, Iraq, Mozam- 
bique, Namibia, Somalia, Nicaragua 
and Sudan. These 12 countries to- 
gether account for almost 50 per- 
cent of the landmines currently de- 
ployed in the world and also suffer 
the highest number of landmine ca- 
sualties. ' 

The report released in September 
1998 identified provinces bordering 
Pakistan and Iran — the western, 
southern and eastern parts of 
Afghanistan, covering 162 of the 
total 356 districts as mine-affected. 
Security belts of landmines exist 
around msyor cities and at airports, 
government installations, and power 
stations. Grazing lands, waterways, 
schools, paths, \illages and cities are 
infested with mostly antipersonnel 
mines. \ j 

The majority of landmines, the 
report said, have been fotmd in agri- 
cultural and grazing lancfe and iji or 
near irrigation system, li said land- 
mines are responsible for depopula- 
tion of vast tracts of the countryside, 
affecting crop harvests and interfer- 
ing with the transportation of food 
supplies into the cities. Roughly 50 
percent of Afghan villages and an es- 
timated 25 percent of paved roads 
have been destroyed or ruined. 

Referring to recent field surveys 
conducted by the WAF and the 
UNHCR, it said that landmines were 
the primary reason for refugees leav- 
ing Afghanistan and not returning 
home. Over two million Afghan 



refugees remain in Iran and Pak- 
istan. 

The continuing civil war, it said, 
had severely affected the economy of 
Afghanistan. Its Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) has fallen substan- 
tially since 1982 because of the loss 
of labour and capital and the disrup- 
tion of trade and transport. The 
UNDP now rates Afghanistan as 1 7 1 
out of 173 countries in terms of 
greatest poverty and least develop- 
ment. American Central Intelligence 
Agency in its 1997 World Eact Book 
put the mid-1997 total population^pf 
the war-ravaged country at 237.38 
million. 

According to ICRC statistics, the 
most dangerous activities to rural 
populations are tilling fields, herding 
livestocks and foraging for wood and 
food. Overall national figures on the 
rate of landmine-related ii\juries and 
death are not available, but casualty 
estimates indicate that landmines 
and Unexploded Ordinance (UXO) 
cause an estimated 10 to i 2 civilian 
casualties per day Recent MSF and 
ICRC surveys suggest that this figure 
is too low, since many victims never 
get to treatment centres because of 
lack of transportation, significant 
distances, or impassable roads. 

UNOCHA's Mine Action Capaci- 
ties coordinates efforts and those of 
international NGOs throughout 
Afghanistan. The UNOCHA 1997 
budget included $ 18 million for 
mine awareness, mine clearance, 
surveys, marking, and training. 
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Ashfaq Sadiq 

The Kremlin^s decision to in- 
vade Afghanistan in 1979 
not only led to the disinte- 
gration of the mighty USSR, 
but also gave rise to a plettiora of hu- 
manitarian problems resulting from 
large scale trans-border movement 
of the Afghan population. Those who 
were obliged to leave their homes be- 
came targets of exploitation, dis- 
crimination or debilitating depen- 
dency; those who remaiited behind 
have long been facing inhumane con- 
ditions. 

Installation of Mtyahideen led 
regime in Kabul, after the fall of 
Najib in 1992, gave birth to suspi- 
cions and a sense of suffocation 
among the Afghans in the major 
urban centres. The immediate result 
was a renewed flow of refugees into 
Pakistan. They were, however, rela- 
tively highly educated, modern, ur- 
banised and, therefore, unwilling to 
confine themselves to the refugee 
camps. 

Ignorant of the miseries they 
would face in the days to come, al- 
most all rushed to Islamabad, a per- 
ceived safe haven, to preserve their 
previous lifestyle. These 'new 
refugees' eiyoyed a high social status 
in their own country, where they 
owned big houses and villas in mayor 
cities. On their arrival in Pakistan, 
they wanted to hire big houses, if not 
villas. The consequent sudden rise in 
demand for houses brought two 
drastic effects: First, high house 
rents which caused a sense of re- 
sentment among locals for the 
Afghans since they could not afford 
the soaring rents due to their limited 
financial resources. Secondly, the 
'old refugees' were forced, due to 
their financial constraints, to live in 
cramped conditions since they were 
big in number and small in re- 
sources. This resulted in poor and 
unhygienic living conditions, and 
deep frustration. 

Little research has been done on 
the conditions and problems they 
face here. Fbr instance, on their ar- 
rival in Pakistan, especially in Islam- 
abad, their first encounter was with 
the officials of different national and 
international agencies working for 
refugees. Some of these officials, 
fond of wealth, wine and women, 
were quite demanding in return for 



Afghan refugees 



£/"S^^'r!^iS£^SfS tions At present; there are a few which is responsible for their rehSi 

ynnt'liil^mSl^M^^^TS ^u^^ '^'^ ^'l ^« confronted with poUtico- 

asset to offer in order toeetshdter ^""^ l^^'t'i '^''^ monetary constraints. With the dry- 

SekStr^wereSeS E ^L'^^^^^ '^^^'^f''r ing up of humanitarian aid, mosT^f 

poUce custody wkere they were Km f "on-govermnental organisations 

treated and pressurised to comply ^"^^ ^ "NHCR have lost interest 

with officials' demands. This Sd ""'^^^S^fS whh f •,' in/^habilitation of the Afghan 

in diminished moral sensitivity and iti.?Th^^!i^J"?„S^^^ '^^""^^'l ^ ^"""^^^ "'^^ 

perpetration of such oractices Thev , ■ /^^"^^ hospitals are areas where they can make money, 

^e loXrd(^«^ LKrL 5 grossly taad«iuate to offer satisfec- The human rights activists have 

raUed eUte frS K of life wiA tp^y «»edical facilities for refugees as other issues to focus on in order to 

3 asiSsISe feSoL wMch *e health care system in the country attract the attention of the world 

Seed them to aS S such a wav ".^^^P* and inefficient. Private media rather than speak for the poor 

lorcea inem to act m sucn a way medical treatment is inaccessible to Afghans who have suddenlv become 

Who IS to be blamed for this pathetic even Pakistanis, what to talk of the tacWjumial 

situ^on. poor refugees. The absence of facili- The eovemment of Pakistan is in 

t^«!.HlYS.Zs t^n^ thorities has its own negative conse- burden alone because of its financial 

!S.^?LT,^i^tXt"7f^«r "^^^ professional beggary, constrainte especially after the stop- 
riagf ?irSaiJ ^gh^ro°!nX ^"^^ — 



^n&'Se'^nt'SirwWch '^^ govemmentof Pakistan is in great difficulty. The . 

led them to identify themselves in coimtrjr coiinbt afford tMs buFden alone because of its 

h^e^SS^JS c^rm?^" financial constraints especially after the stoppage of 

traditions. Marriages among differ- eCOnODliC aid frOm dOIlOr agencieS 

ent tribes are not encouraged and in- 




stances of mter-marriages between tj^ere is no T^ik, no Pushtun, no agencies'. Pakistan ^could' approach 

Pushtuns and Uzbeks, and T^iks and Uzbek and no Hazard but only a the outside world to propagate the 

Hazaras are rare. When the refugees refugee striving for survival with nuseries of 4;he Afghans and get hu- 
left their homeland, families scat- very little hope. manitarian aid for their betterment 

tered, as the socio-political limita- Af^ian refiigees are a status-less as it did during the resistance against 

tions forced them to different coun- section of Islamabad's population, the Soviet expansionist designs. k\ 

tries around the globe. Therefore, there is no security of any Even the Muslim world has closed its ' 

Now refugee families, at least j^ij^d ^^e Afghans living jn Pak- eyes, leaving Pakistan alone to deal III 

those residing in Islamabad, are suf- igtan's capital. They are simply with this problem. The indifference 

fering from a new dilemma. They 'refugees'. They are assaulted, of the world in general and of the ( V 

cannot easily find suitable life part- beaten, injured and sometimes killed. Muslim world in particular, in case of 

ners from their own tribe, nor can Tj^gij women are kidnapped and the Afghan refugees, shows that per- 5rt 

they marry thieir girls with boys be- ^aped. Their eldere are dishonoured haps refugees are not entitled to any hS. 
longing to other ethnic groups due to- u^eir children abused. They are human rights. The question however ]\Y 

the cenj:uries old taljoos. They also deprived of their belongings while is: who is going to help them? 

find great difficulty in approaching the police pays no heed to their com- 

and choosing a life-partner from plaints against the culprits. There is 
members of the same family, tribe or niarket for these refugees in 

ethnic group Uving in another coun- 1 keeping with their capabilities, skills 
try due to their inability to meet the; ^^^^ expertise. Their economic ex- 
complicated immigration require-, pioitationisatitspeak.They cannei- 

ments. They can neither alter their ^^^^ ^^^^^^ their basic rights of life 
old social customs, nor can they ^.^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 

amendtiie mtemational mmugration '^^^^ ^^^^ uncert^ polit- ^ V 

laws. There seems to be no way out. conditions in Afghanistan. Iliey ' K 

^ • - - ... are being punished for the crimes 

n most refugee famihes, preser. ^ ^^^^^ committed. 

vation of Identity also h^ be- j^ere is a question that needs to 
. come a cntica^ problem. The m- addressed: What is their status 
stitutions which help m the responsible for them? 

preservation and strengthening of ^ ^^^^ 

A^Pf ^'Jit''''^^'*'^*^^!^''^^ also depends on who is asking the 

^^^^Sfi^^'^^Tw^'^ ^ question, who replies and who ltet«ns 

admitted tx) Pal^taiuschools for one ^ conversation. The ground re- 

reason or the other. They themselves ^ ^ ^^^^ united Nations' High 

are not m a position to estabhsh and commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
run their own educational mstitu- o v y 
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Taliban 
influence 
to spread 
in Pakistan 



By Our Staff Correspondent 



WASHINGTON, Nov 16: TaHban 
troops have started enforcing their 
strict Islamic code in refugee 
camps inside Pakistan and soon 
they will extend their influence to 
other parts of Pakistan, 
Washington Times reported on 
Monday. 

In a special report filed by its 
correspondent Marion Lloyd in 
Peshawar, the paper said Pakistan 
was allowing the Taliban to extend 
its harsh rule across the border and 
giving it a free hand to root out 
opposition in the refugee camps. 

Pakistan human rights groups 
charge that the closure of four uni- 
versities where Afghan women 
were able to continue their educa- 
tion after being expelled from 
schools in their homeland is part of 
a larger plan to force the refugees 
back to Afghanistan. 

" They want (the refugees) to 
accept Taliban rule, to submit to 
Taliban rules in every possible 
manner," said Afrasiyab Khattak, 
regional coordinator of the Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan. 
"The government of Pakistan is 
yielding to this pressure." 

More than 5,000 Afghan 
refugees, including more than 
1,000 women, had to give up their 
studies when Pakistan shut down 
the four refugee universities, say- 
ing they were operating illegally. 

The government also said the 
schools were offering substandard 
education. The schools* administra- 
tors and human rights activists say 
the charges are absurd. Instead, 
they say the closure on Aug 28 was 
part of a gradual campaign on the 
part of the Pakistan government 
and its Taliban allies to force the 
refugees back* to Afghanistan. 

Critics also cite the eviction of 
200 refugee families from cheap 
public housing in Peshawar and the 
seizure of more than 4,000 vehicles 
owned by Afghan refugees. Some 
800 other families have been 
ordered to leave one refugee camp 
to make room for the construction 
of a road, according to refugees and 
human rights officials. 

The rights groups point to repeat- 
ed pleas by the Taliban, who are in 
desperate need of recruits, for the 
refugees to return home. Pakistan, 
for its part, is eager to please the 
Taliban because it seeks access to 
the lucrative trade route through 
Afghanistan to Central Asia. 

istani officials denv thev are 



helping the Taliban, which intro- 
duced a stem Islamic regime after 
capturing the Afghan capital, 
Kabul, in September 1996. They 
say they are merely cracking down 
on squatters and profiteers within 
the refugee community. 

"We had been very permissive 
before," said Imran Zeb, an official 
at the government-run Afghan 
Refugees Commission in Peshawar. 
He insisted that no refugee would 
be repatriated against his will. 

However, he said, funding for the 
refugees had shrunk drastically 
since the collapse of the Soviet- 
backed government in Afghanistan 
in 1992. In the absence of the com- 
munist threat, most international 
donors, including the United 
States, had withdrawn support. 

The Pakistan government, sad- 
dled with its worst-ever economic 
crisis, has reduced the refugee com- 
mission's staff from 7,000 employees 
to 1,200. While 71,000 refugees 
returned to Afghanistan between 
January and October this year, most 
say they are waiting for an end to 
the fighting that has ravaged their 
country in the past two decades. 

"Of course we want to go home. 
Wouldn't a bird want to be in his 
nest? But there is no safety and no 
work," said Isa Khan, a refugee 
from the eastern Nangarhar region 
of Afghanistan. Another refugee 
said Pakistan police were demand- 
ing bribes from refugees and 
harassing residents of the Kacha 
Ghari camp, a squalid expanse of 
crumbling mud huts on the out- 
skirts of Peshawar. 

The Taliban troops have strong 
support in Pakistan from Islamic 
fundamentalists, who have increa- 
sed their influence under the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. 

Mr Sharif is attempting to push 
through a constitutional amend- 
ment that would replace the last 
vestiges of the country's British- 
style court system with one based 
on Islamic law. 

Although Mr Sharif denies his 
government is providing military or 
financial support for the Taliban, 
the Islamic law bill is widely seen 
as an effort to bolster ties with the 
militants in exchange for trade con- 
cessions. 

The decision to close the univer- 
sities is seen as one way of pleasing 
the Islamic militia, who oppose 
Western education. 
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Hezb-i-Wahdat 
leader surrenders 
to Taliban 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - An 
Afghan opposition faction lead- 
er has surrendered to Taliban 
forces in the central Baniiyan 
province along with several of 
his lieutenants, a report said 
Friday. 

Cold and lack of supplies 
forced Mohammad Akbari, head 
of a breakaway faction of the 
Shiite Muslim Hezb-i-Wahat 
party, to hand himself over to the 
Taliban in the district of Waras 
on Thursday, the private 
Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press (AlP) said. 

Akbari had taken refuge in the 
mountains after the Islamic mili- 
tia captured the central province 
in September, AIP said. 

The report, which quoted 
Taliban officials, could not be 
independently confirmed. 

The main . Hezb-i-Wahdat 
grouping is led by Karim 
Khalili, who escaped before the 
Taliban takeover of his Bamiyan 
stronghold. 

Forces loyal to opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, entrenched in several 
areas in the north and northeast, 
have thwarted the Taliban drive 
to take control of the whole of 
Afghanistan. 



Taliban deny ethnic 
cleansing charges 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - 
Taliban have rejected the 
'♦Human Rights Watch" re- 
cent report about the ethnic 
cleansing in northern 
Afghanistan by the Islamic 
militia and invited the United 
Nations to probe into the 
killing. R Shariah broadcast,' 
monitored here on Thursday 
described the report as base- 
less and aimed at maligning 
the Taliban Islamic govern- 
ment. "They (human rights 
groups) have been holding 
Taliban responsible for the 
killing of those who in fact 
were killed in fighting," the 
broadcast said. "The Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan has 
invited the United Nations to 
send a delegation to the war- 
ravaged Afghanistan to ascer- 
tain the facts as to who is cor- 
rect and who is liar," it added. 



Medicines 
despatched to 
Afghanistan 

F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR - The Muslim 
Hands charitable organisation 
has dispatched in heavy quantity 
educational material and 
medicines to the needy people ol 
the northern Afghanistan via 
Chitral. 

According to a press release 
issued here on >yednesday, 
Shamsur Rehman Shams, presi- 
dent, and Rahtmullkh, general 
secretary of the Mti.slim Hands 
told a news conference in Chitral 
Tuesday, that the body was com- 
mittedand dedicated to helping 
the needy people throughout the 
world and it had taken up the 
case of the people of the north- 
ern Afghatfistan on high priority. 

Giving the details of the dis- 
patched material, they said that 
300 mats, 40,000 books, note- 
books, pens, paper, chalk and 27 
cartons of medicines had been 
dispatched to the northern 
Afiihanistan. 

they also disclosed that the 
Muslim Hands would purchase 
food stuff, 100 beds for hospitals 
and sewing machines for the 
needy and deserving women of 
Tajikistan and airlift them to 
Faizabad, in the Badakshan 
province of Afghanistan. 

This material would be sup- 
plied to various orphanages and 
women welfare centres in 
Faizabad, they said. 

About the aims and objectives 
of the Muslim Hands, they said 
that the organisation was assist- 
ing the destitute, helpless and 
deserving in 22 countries of the 
world. 

They added that the war-hit 
people of Afghanistan particu- 
larly deserved the world's atten- 
tion in terms of relief. 

FRONTIER POSH 
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Hizb-e-Wahdat 
Chief holds talks 
with Taliban 

KABUL (NNI) - The head of the 
breakaway faction of Shia Hizb-e- 
Wahdat, Ustad Muhammad Akbari 
with his 36 close aides arrived in the 
Afghan capital Kabul to meet the sen- 
ior Taliban leaders. 

He was accorded a warm welcome 
by the officials of students militia par- 
ticularly the personnel of the Intelli- 
gence Department. Just after his arriv- 
al, Ustad Akbari and Ayatullah Sadiq 
Parwani were taken to the Interconti- 
nental Hotel for a meeting with the 
Deputy Chief (Vice President) of the 
Taliban Interim Council Maulvi Ab- 
dul Qadeer. 

Akbari until recently was one of the 
key members of the anti-Taliban 
Northern Alliance. But his party suf- 
fered a serious setback when the stu- 
dents militia overran a number of are- 
as in northern Afghanistan and seized 
Bamiyan in central Afghanistan and 
the stronghold of Shia Hazaras, re- 
ports Bakhtar News Agency. 

Most of the guerillas of both fac- 
tions of Hizb-e-Wahdat either surren- 
dered to the Taliban or fled to the 
surrounding hilltops in Bamiyan prov- 
ince. Akbari was amongst those who 
had taken shelter in the nearby moun- 
tains. But, later he along with his 20 
top commanders decided to surrender 
to the Taliban officials in Bamiyan 
province. 

His whereabouts had been kept se- 
cret by the students militia since his 
formal joining of the Taliban ranks 
and announcing his allegiance to the 
' supreme Taliban leader Mulla Mo- 
hammad Omar. 

Taliban sources have said that his 
support to the Islamic Emirate of Af- 
ghanistan has for the time being given 
them somewhat relief as they would 
now totally and in a better way con- 
centrate on the only arch rival Ahmed 
Shah Masood fighting government 
forces in Takhar, Baghlan and north of 
Kabul. 
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Former Afghan air force 
general murdered in ThaJl 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: A former Afghan air 
force general, Shireen Agha, was 
murdered by unknown persons in 
Thai! in Hangu district Monday. 

The deceased was known as Gen 
Shireen Agha Pilot on account of his 
career as a pilot in the Afghan air 
force. The Peshawar-based Sahaar 
News Agency said he was a close 
aide to former Afghan army chief 
Gen Shahnawaz Tani. The latter took 
refuge in Pakistan along with his 
supporters after the failure of his 
coup d'etat against the then Afghan 
president Dr Nsoibullah in 1991. Gen 
Shireen Agha also fled to Pakistan on 
this occasion. 

An FIR lodged by the deceased's 
wife at the Thall police station 
blamed unknown people for the 
murder of her husband. She said 
Gen Shireen Agha left his house at 
about 7 am and his body was found 



1 



near a graveyard located close to the 
, Civil Hospital in Thall. 

A police official in Thall said they 
were still waiting for the medical re- 
port of the deceased. He added that 
the relations of Gen Shireen Agha 
had taken iiis body to Khost in 
southern Afghanistan for burial. 

The Sahaar News Agency said 
Gen Shireen Agha Used to fly^t- 
fighters, especially MiG-21s, during 
the "jehad" and often bombed mii- 
jahideen positions. ,it said he played 
a crucial role in Gen Tani's failed 
coup attempit against Dr N^ibullah. 
It added that the deceased was an 
active member of Da Sulhe Milli 
Ghorzang formed by Gen Tani and . 
his supporters in Pakistan. It quoted 
a member of Gen Tani's group' as 
sajmig that the Taliban were behind 
Gen Shireen Agha's murder. How- 
ever, Taliban officials denied the al- 
legations and said they never re- 
sorted to terrorism in Pakistan 



Top Dostum aide 
supports Taliban 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: An important Afghan 
opposition personality, Engineer 
Mohammad Nasim Mehdi, has an- 
nounced his decision to support the 
Taliban-led government in 
Afghanistan. 

In an interview with the. BBC 
Pashto service Tuesday, he said he • 
had decided to back the Tediban as 
they had restored peade and secu- * 
rity in Afghanistan and enforcjed an. 
Islamic ^stem of governance. 

Mehdi was a leading cbnunander 
of Hezb-i-Islami (Hekmatyar) in 
Paryab province in northern 
Afghanistan during the Afghan 
jehad and later joined Uzbek war- 
lord Gen Abdul Rashid Dostum and 
became his top aide. 

"I came to Kandahar with my 



family about three months ago and 
am living here in peace. I want to 
make public my support for thp Tal- 
iban to remove confusion," he ex- 
plained. ; 

Engineer Mehdi denied the im- 
pression that he was captured by 
the Taliban during fighting in north- 
...erh Afghanistan in August and had 
been made to iissue the pro-Taliban 
statement under duress. "I have 
joined the 'Caliban of my own free 
.WiU. 

^He added ;that many other oppo- 
sition commanders and figures in 
northern Afghanistan, including 
Maulvi Ghazi of Jauayan, Shahabud- 
din Khan, Taj Mohammad Khan, 
Mohammad Hashim Khan and 
Abdul Khaliq Khan from Balkh, 
Jau:gan and Earyab prpvinces, have 
also joined the Taliban. 



THB NEWS INTERNATIONAL 



Dostum's deputy 
joins Taliban 

F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR- In a surprising 
move, a prominent commander of 
northern Afghanistan Mohammad 
Mehdi Naseem, ^econd-in-com- 
mand to Uzbek "warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, joined Taliban. 

In. an interview with Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) on telephone 
from Kandahar, Mehdi Nasecm 
Tuesday said that he along with his 
more than 5,000 supporters uncon- 
ditionally decided to switch over 
to Taliban. 

Naseem said in August this year 
they helped the Taliban in captur-' 
ing Mazar-i-Sharif, the then oppo-. 
sijion capital in the country's, 
north, reported AIP. 

j ^Citing reasons for his decision 
itc^jpin tl^e Taliban, Naseem said 
th^ Afghan people had rendered all; 
kinds of sacrifices for the estab-' 
lishment of an Islamic government 

'' in( t|ie country, but unfortunately 
thfc Jehadic leaders failed to fulfil? 
their wishes. 

.] Now the Taliban, he added, had 
succeeded in establishing thc^ 
Islamic system in Afghanistan and 
had maintained peace and tranquil- 
ity by disarming the people, 
f. Mehdi Naseem, who was previ- 
ously associated with Hizb-i- 
IsF^^mi (Hekmatyar), said the 
Taliban had crushed the resistance 
in Darzaab, Faryab and arrested 
two prominent Uzbek comman- 
ders Gen. Lai Mohammad and 
Qen. Abdal Charik. 

FRONTIER POST 
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Afghans appreciate 
radio soap opera 



PESHAWAR: It's a long time 
since Americans dropped every- 
thing for a radio show, as an esti- 
mated third of them did for Amos 
*n'Andy in the 1930s. But, in Kabul, 
life stops at 7:45 pm three times a 
week as families tune their radios 
to the latest episode of New Home, 
New Life. 

Many people in the war-torn 
country bordered by Pakistan and 
Iran cannot afford to buy bread let 
alone batteries, but millions listen 
to the latest adventures of Nazir the 
slapstick night watchman, Ali Gul 
the aid worker, and Rabiya the can- 
tankerous housewife. An estimated 
83 per cent of people in Kabul tune 
in at least once a week. 

Soap operas and civil wars don't 
usually go together, especially 
when the dominant side in the con- 
flict has banned entertainment. 
After years of civil war, the Taliban 
controls virtually all of the country. 

But, from the high passes of the 
Hindu Kush to deserts that stretch 
south from Kandahar, New Home, 
New Life has succeeded in reaching 
out to Taliban leaders, Uzbek war- 
lords and peasant farmers — 
thanks often to old Russian-made 
shortwave radios. The radio drama 
touches subjects as diverse as the 
evils of opium poppy cultivation 
and the need to educate girls. 

"The soap opera format is very 
useful when you have a lot of 
themes and messages to address," 
says John Butt, the show's creator 
and now a consultant to the series. 
"It also allows us to inject humour 
into the series, which is very impor- 
tant as there is no other entertain- 

DAWN 



By John Zubrzycki 

ment available to the vast majority 
of Afghans." 

So far, the programme has man- 
aged to avoid offending the 
Taliban, despite its clear agenda on 
issues such as the right of women to 
work outside the home and attend 
school —- both of which af^ forbid- 
den by the Taliban. "All the 
Taliban I have met have welcomed 
the programme and are interested 
in it," says Mr Butt. He leads evalu- 
ation teams from Peshawar, where 
the BBC programme is produced, 
into Afghanistan every few months 
to get feedback from listeners and 
research new themes. 

"We are not trying to emanci- 
pate. We are trying to educate in 
the context of Afghan culture and 
Islam," adds Shirazuddin Siddiqui, 
the head of the BBC Afghan 
Education Project. He compares 
the programme to A Thousand and 
One Nights. Mr Siddiqui heads a 
team of 170 in Peshawar, including 
actors and actresses who were 
household names on Afghan Radio 
before the civil war. 

If the programme's aim is to raise 
awareness, it appears to be working. 
One series centred on the archaic 
tradition of a family giving a daugh- 
ter to another family as compensa- 
tion for an unlawful killing. 

The New Home, New Life team 
claims the episodes led the Taliban 
leader Mullah Omar to issue a 
decree banning the practice. 

"We know the Taliban leadership 
listens to the programme and that 
some hard-liners don't like it 
because it is seen as imposing edu- 
cation by outsiders," says Butt. 



"But the majority opinion (of the 
Taliban) is that this is needs-based 
education, which is necessary for 
Afghanistan." 

Since the first programme aired 
on April 23, 1994, New Home, New 
Lijfe has developed a national fol- 
I fowiiig bii a modest budget of 
$450,000 a year, funded by the BBC 
and various UN agencies. Two ver- 
sions of the 12-minute programme 
are produced, one in Dari and one 
in Pashtu, the two most commonly 
spoken languages in Afghanistan. 

Butt, who is fluent in both lan- 
guages as well as Urdu, says the 
programme fulfils an important 
need by keeping Afghans in touch 
with their past, giving them hope 
for the future, and helping them 
cope with the difficult present. 

Just how intensely many Afghans 
follow the dramas of daily life in 
the fictitious villages of Bar Killi 
and Kuz Killi became apparent 
when Ismael Aram, the actor who 
played Khair Mohammad, a village 
elder, migrated to Australia. 

"As Ismael was leaving, we had 
to write Khair's death into the 
script," recalls Siddiqui. "The next 
thing we knew condolence meet- 
ings were being held all over 
Afghanistan because people 
thought he had died in real life." 

Like the ancient epic that 
inspired it. New Home, New Life 
looks as if it will be going strong for 
a thousand and one nights and 
maybe more. The radio drama's 
topics range from the evils of grow- 
ing opium to the need to educate 
girls.-^Dawn/LATS Service (c) 
Christian Science Monitor. 
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Taliban succumb 

to infighting 



JALALABAD: On a warm 
autumn evening, news spread 
through the bazaars of the eastern 
Afghan city of Jalalabad that 
Mullah Mohammed Tourabi, minis- 
ter for justice in the Taliban gov- 
ernment, was in town. 

An uncompromising hard-liner 
who lost an eye and a leg in the war 
against the Russians, Tourabi is the 
Taliban's chief troubleshooter, 
stamping out dissent as he travels 
the 90 per cent of the country 
under the control of the militia. 

By the next morning, the reason 
for his visit had become clear. 
Tanks were blocking main roads 
into the dty and cordons of troops 
hemmed in the populace as identity 
cards were checked from house to 
house. By the time Tourabi left, 
three days later, Jalalabad's jail 
was so full that detainees were 
being sent 560 kilometres south to 
the dty of Kandahar. 

In the three weeks since 
Tourabi's reign began, people have 
been rounded up in villages miles 
from the nearest road, on the 
ruined streets of Kabul and aroimd 
the leafy squares of the western 
dty of Herat. There have even been 
arrests among front-line troops — 
including pilots who fly the 
Taliban's few MiG jet fighters. In a 
new twist recently, Taliban troops 
started arresting relatives of want- 
ed men to force those in hiding to 
give themselves up. 

By the time the security forces' 
job is done — according to one 
source with access to the Taliban's 
list of targets — at least 2,000 peo- 
ple will have been incarcerated. 
Within hours of the first arrests, 
rumours surfaced that the crack- 
down had been prompted by an 
attempted coup against the Taliban 
— the first since the movement 
started rampaging through 
Afghanistan four years ago. 

Eventually the authorities admit- 
ted a version of the truth. Mullah 
Sadre Azam, deputy governor of 
Jalalabad, said a plot to destabilize 
the country had been smashed. 
Only 60 people had been arrested, 
he said, and dociunents seized from 
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them revealed their plans. 

"They were backed by a foreign 
power and were aiming to explode 
bombs and fuel lawlessness before 
taking control," Azam told The 
Observer. "They wanted to stop us 
enforcing the law of Islam and stop 
us fighting crime. They will be tried 
and sentenced according to Islamic 
law." 

It is almost impossible to know 
how much of what Azam says is 
true. Jalalabad is now a dty in fear^ 
Few are willing to talk to joumalr 
ists — and those who do insist on 
meeting behind closed doors after 
establishing contact through inter- 
mediaries. 

Shopkeepers deny all knowledge 
of arrests — the Taliban watch 
everyone. And while the Taliban 
itself is unable to provide proof of 
the conspiracy, sources among 
opposition groups in Peshawar, the 
Pakistani border dty that provides 
refuge for many anti-Taliban 
activists, say a small group of dissi- 
dents in and around Jalalabad were 
indeed planning some kind of sub- 
versive campaign. 

"The logic is obvious. For most 
Afghans, the only good thing about 
the Taliban is that they have 
brought peace and security," said 
one activist. "The way to discredit 
them is to show that they can't even 
guarantee that. Then you'll have the 
support for a change of regime." 

But the Taliban have arrested far 
more people than could have been 
involved in any such conspiracy. 
Instead, the regime is using the plot 
as a pretext for a more general 
purge. Few of those arrested in 
Jalalabad appear likely candidates 
for dangerous militant activities. 

Ahmed Ali Khan, a chemist 
(pharmacist), was among the first 
wave of detainees. Two armed 
Taliban came to his shop at noon 
and told him there were some ques- 
tions they wanted to ask him. Khan 
did not struggle and, after locking 
up his shop, he was driven to the 
town security office in the back of a 
pick-up truck. 

Friends said Khan's family only 
found out what had happened to 



him recently, when they were 
ordered to come to the town hospi- 
tal to give blood. The chemist had 
been so badly beaten during inter- 
rogation that he needed transfu- 
sions to stay alive. 

All who know the man say he had 
no involvement in politics at all, let 
alone a coup plot. He was "straight- 
forward and honest and a good 
chemist", according to one col- 
league. His relatives said he was a 
quiet, timid man. 

When the Taliban came fot 
Abdul Raziq Pacha, a 70-year-ol|i 
community leader, he was sleepinj^ 
at home after having lunch. One 
relative says Pacha was told th^t 
"Tourabi wanted to speak to (him)^' 
before being bundled into a cat. 
The relatives reject suggestions 
that the old man was involved in a 
violent plot. "It is true that a lot (5f 
people came to see him," one saicj. 
"But that was just because he w^is 
well-respected. There was nothing 
political in it. We can't work otit 
why they would do this." ' ' 

One reason is that, despite i^s 
hugely successful summer offejf^- 
sive, which shattered the opposition 
forces in Afghanistan, the Talibah 
are nonetheless in difficulty. Saudi 
Arabia, a key source of support, has 
suspended relations with theifif, 
angry at their protection for alleged 
militant mastermind Osama bin 
Laden. The Taliban also face grave 
finandal problems. Senior officials 
have admitted that the movemefJt 
is broke — a serious problem, Us 
success in Afghanistan depends oh 
bribes as much as on bullets. 

And, crucially for the people oi 
Jalalabad, factional splits aitfe 
beginning to show. Hard-liners 
by Mullah Omar — the spirituajl 
head of the Taliban — are increa'S 
ingly at odds with "moderate" ele- 
ments. 

The victims of the purge largely 
appear to be supporters of the mo^ 
erates; the men behind it are 
almost all hard-liners. Once more jii 
seems Afghans at the bottom are 
suffering as a result of power stru^ 
gles at the top. — Dawn/Observe^ 
News Service (c) London Observer. ^ 
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Taliban negotiate pipeline 
project with Bridas 

Lose interest in UNOCAL corporation 



By Mariana Baabar 

ISLAMABAD: The Taliban regime in 
Kabul appears to have lost isterest in 
UNOCAL corporation for the pro- 
posed $3 billion gas pipeline from 
1\irkmenistan into Pakistan. 

The Afghans are now finalising 
discussion with the Argentine firm 
BRIDAS and say that they are close to 
clinching a deal with them once the 
Govt of Pakistan gives the go ahead. 

The proposed pipeline for gas 
transmission from Turkmenistan to 
Pakistan will cover 1,271km with 48 
inches diameter and capacity of 20 
billion cubic meters of gas per 
annum. 

Afghan diplomats in Islamabad 
said on Wednesday that they recently 
sealed the offices of UNOCAL in 
Kabul and asked t^o Pakistani and 
one Saudi official to leave 
Afghanistan. However, Western diplo- 
mats expressed surprise over this re- 
port saying that the UNOCAL office 



was still functioning while all Ameri- 
cans at UNOCAL had left Afghanistan 
before the US missile attack. They, 
cited the growing security concerns 
and bleak economic prospects of the 
gas pipeline as reasons for their leav- 
ing. 

Afghan sources further claim that 
Chairman of BRIDAS, Carios Vul- 
gheroni has Held meetings both with 
the President of Turkmenistan and 
with the Taliban regime. Since the gas 
pipeline will eventually come into 
Multan from where the distribution 
will be made, the go ahead from the 
Pakistan government is still awaited. 

A former PPP minister who had an 
access to the information when UNO- 
CAL was, in the race says that hot 
words were exchanged by former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and 
former US Ambassador Thomas Si- 
mons Jr on the issue. "In one meet- 
ing, Simons accused Pakistan of mon- 
etary gains from BRIDAS to allow it 
to win the bid for the gas pipeline. 



Taliban to free 105 
opposition prisoners 



ISLAMABAD, Nov 3: The 
Taliban said on Tuesday it would 
release 105 opposition prisoners on 
Wednesday amid a controversy 
between the two sides about a pos- 
sible extension of a temporary 
ceasefire. 

The Taliban-controlled Voice of 
Shariat radio in the Afghan capital 
Kabul, monitored in Islamabad, said 
Taliban supreme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar had issued an 
order for the release of these prison- 
ers. It said the prisoners came from 
the northern provinces of BaIkh, 
Faryab, Sar-i-Pul and Jozjan and the 
central province of Ghor, and were 
lodged in the southern province of 
Kandahar. 
" A week-long truce between the 



Taliban and opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood for a prisoner 
swap ended on Monday with little 
success, with both sides accusing 
each other of violations. 

An opposition source said on 
Monday the truce had been extend- 
ed for two more weeks, but the 
report wa« denied by a Taliban 
spokesman, who said his militia, 
which controls more than 90 per 
cent of Afghanistan, could agree to 
an extension if the other side was 
sincere about the swap. 

The original one-week truce, bro- 
kered by an Afghan scientist based 
in Saudi Arabia, came into force on 
Oct 29 and was designed to allow 
the exchange of 1,000 prisoners by 
each side. — ^Reuters 



Kabul copper 
mine plan 

KABUL, Nov 8: An international 
consortium will begin assessing 

. copper reserves in Afghanistan 
shortly and it could lead to the 
development of the world's largest 
copper mine. Deputy Mines 

, Minister Abdiil Salam Zaeef said 
on Sunday. 

I Nine entrepreneurs had signed a 
memorandum of understanding to 
develop the mine at Logar, 35 km 
south of Kabul, which held 
reserves of 11 billion tonnes, he 

i added. 

However, he said the initial tests 
had been conducted by Russia dur- 

I ing its occupation of Afghanistan 
and needed to be confirmed. 
The consortium's engineers were 

I expected to begin assessments 

i within two months as part of a 
broader one billion dollar invest- 
ment plan, and report back with 
final estimates and costs by May 

, next year. 

"Historically copper reserves 
were seen in the vicinity of about 
10 million tons but when the 
Russians arrived they upgraded 
the resource to 11 billion tons," he 
said. 

"The estimates are the biggest 
in the world." 

The consortium consisted of 
businessmen from America, South 
Africa, Britain, France, Germany 
and Pakistan. 

i The Escondida copper mine in 
Chile is currently the biggest pro- 
ducer in the world. It is 57.5 per- 

' cent owned by Austraha's BHP Co. 
Ltd. 

Zaeef said the TaUban were opti- 
mistic about the Logar site 
because the copper was close to 
the surface and could be easily 
accessed through open cut mining. 

The Taliban control about 80 
percent of Afghanistan following 
four years of bloody civil war, and 
the Logar copper mine is ideally 
placed in terms of roads and securi- 
ty. 

"On our part there is no problem 
with security, it has been estab- 
lished," Zaeef said. 

Most of the fighting between the 
Taliban and opposition forces loyal 
to Ahmad Shah Masood is concen- 
trated to the north and far north- 
east of Afghanistan. — ^AFP 
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Mulla Omar denies UN 
report on Mazar killings 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Refuting the UN. report 
which accused the Taliban of mas- 
sacring between bfiOO to 8,000 of 
their opponents iri Mazar-i-Sharif in 
August, supreme Taliban leader Mulla 
Mohammad Omar FYiday iiivited the 
UN to send a fact-fmding mission to 
the area. 

In an interview with BBC, he 
termed the report by the UN human 
rights special rapporteur Choong- 
Huan Pak as a pack of lies and unsub- 
stantiated. He said the report was one- 
sided and biased. Fie asked the UN to 
investigate the allcjgations and come 
up with a properly documented report 

Meanwhile, senior Taliban 
spokesman Mulla Wakil Ahmad Mtf-^. 
tawakil also refuted the UN-repoit"^ 
and noted that it wasn^ the first time 
that the Taliban w€!re at the receiving 



end of a biased document. He said the 
rapporteur didn't go to Mazar-i-Sharif 
and based it on the accounts of so- 
called survivors who were opposed to 
the Taliban. He argued that the UN or 
other human rights groups like 
Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch never contacted the Tsd- 
iban and seldom bothered to get their 
reaction to allegations against them. 

Mutawakil asked as to why did the 
UN and the human rights groups 
keep quiet when several thousand I^- 
iban prisoners of war were massacred 
in Mazar-i-Sharif and Shiberghan last 
year and biuied in mass graves. He 
explained that a number of opposi- 
tion fighters and Taliban were killed 
during fighting for control of Mazar- 
i-Sharif and! other cities in Northern 
Afghanistan but no civilians or the 
ShiavHazaiB rainority were sgecifi^ 
cally targeted. ' ' 



Afghanistan plans world's 
largest copper mine 



KABUL (AFP) - An international 
consortium will begin assessing cop- 
per reserves in Afghanistan shortly 
which could lead to the development 
of the world's largest copper mine, 
Deputy Mines Minister Abdul Salam 
Zaeef said Sunday. 

Nine entrepreneurs had signed a 
memorandum of understanding to de- 
velop the mine at Logar, 35 kilome- 
tres (21 miles) south of Kabul, which 
held reserves of 1 1 billion tonnes, he 
added. 

However, he said the initial tests 
had been conducted by Russia during 
its occupation of Afghanistan and 
needed to be confirmed. 

The consortium's engineers were 
expected to begin assessments within 
two months as part of a broader one 
billion dollar investment plan, and 
report back with final estimates and 



costs by May next year. 

"Historically copper reseves were 
seen in the vicinity of about 10 mil- 
lion tonnes but when the Russians 
arrived they upgraded the resource to 
1 1 billion tonnes," he said 

"The estimates are the biggest in 
the world." 

The consortium consisted of busi- 
nessmen from America, South Af- 
rica, Britain, France, Germany and 
Pakistan. 

The Escondida copper mine in Chile 
is currently the biggest producer in 
the world. It is 57.5 per cent owned by 
Australia's BHP Co. Ltd.. 

Zaeef said Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban was optimistic about the 
Logar site because the copper was 
close to the surface and could be eas- 
ily accessed through open cut mining. 

The Taliban have secured about 80 



per cent of Afghanistan following four 
years of bloody civil war, and the 
Logar copper mine is ideally placed 
in terms of roads and security. 

"On our part there is no problem 
with security, it has been established," 
Zaeef said. 

Most of the fighting between the 
Taliban and opposition forces loyal to 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood is 
concentrated to the north and far north- 
east of Afghanistan. 

Zaeef said international conglom- 
erate Seimens was involved in the 
venture but declined to say which 
companies the remaining business- 
men represented. 

Further investments included the 
development of two gold mines near 
the southern regional capital of 
Kandahar and in the adjacent prov- 
ince of Zabul. 
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Mghaiiistan plam ^ 
world's largest coppCT iriiriie 



KABUL: An international consortium 
will begin assessing copper reserves 
in Afghanistan shortly which could 
lead to the development of the 
world's largest copper mine, Deputy 
Mines Minister Abdul Salam Zaeef 
said Sunday 

Nine entrepreneurs had signed a 
memorandum of understanding to de- 
velop the mine at Logar, 35 kilome- 
tres (21 miles) south of Kabul, which 
held reserves of 1 1 billion tonnes, he 
added. 

However, he said the initial tests 
had been conducted by Russia during 
its occupation of Afghanistan and 
needed to be confirmed. 

The consortium's engineers were 
expected to begin assessments within 
two moriths as part of a broader one 
billion dollar investment plan, and re- 
port back with final estimates and 
costs by May next year. 

"Historically copper reseves were 
seen in the vicinity of about 10 mil- 
lion tonnes but when the Russians ar- 
rived they upgraded the resource to 
1 1 billion tonnes," he said "The esti- 
mates are the biggest in the worid." 

The consortium consisted of busi- 
nessmen fi*om America, South Afiica, 
Britain, France, Germany and Pak- 
istan. TTie Escondida copper mine in 
Chile is currently the biggest pro- 



ducer in the world. It is 57.5 per cent 
owned by Australia's BHP Co. Ltd.. 

Zaeef said Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban was optimistic about the 
Logar site because the copper was 
close to the surface and could be eas- 
ily accessed through open cut mining. 

The Taliban have secured about 
80 per cent of Afghanistan following 
four years of bloody civil war, and the 
Logar copper mine is ideally placed in 
terms of roads^d security. 

"On our part there is no problem 
with security, it has been established," 
Zaeef said. Most of the fighting be- 
tween the Taliban and opposition 
forces loyal to commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood is concentrated to the 
north and far northeast of 
Afghanistan. 

Zaeef said international conglom- 
erate Seimens was involved in the 
venture but declined to say which, 
companies the remaining business- 
men represented. 

Further investments included the 
development of two gold mines near 
tiie southern regional capital of Kan- 
dahar and in the a(}jacent province of 
Zabul. 

The consortium was also looking 
at reopening a cement factory at 
Herat in the southwest; and gas refin- 
ing in northern Afghanist^.--AFP 



Taliban leader 
accuses UN of bias 



ISLAMABAD, Nov 6: Taliban 
supremo Mullah Omar on 
Friday accused the United Nations 
of "ill will" after a UN investi- 
gator expressed horror at reports, 
that the Taliban massacred 
8,000 of its foes and their ethnic 
kin. 

Mullah Mohammad Omar said in 
a statement that the bodies of 
3,500 Taliban had been brought to 
Kandahar, but the United Nations 
had made no comment on the 
movement's own losses at the 
hands of its foes. 

"Where is justice? Thousands of 
people have been killed and we 
have brought from the northern 
provinces over 3,500 bodies to 
Kandahar, and 1,000 more graves 
are ready," Omar told the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP). 

Omar has repeatedly accused 
the world body of being biased 
towards groups based in northern 
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Afghanistan which oppose its hard- 
line policies. 

It says the U.N. has ignored mass 
killings of Taliban prisoners taken 
by Iranian-backed opposition 
groups, all of which suffered seri- 
ous military reverses in a Taliban 
summer campaign. 

Omar said the world was using 
the issues of Saudi dissident 
Osama bin Laden, who lives in 
Afghanistan, opium cultivation and 
the need for a broad-based govern- 
ment as a pretext to block the 
Taliban's claim to international 
recognition. 

He said that Bin Laden had lived 
in Afghanistan before the Taliban 
takeover in 1996 yet no one 
had sought to arrest him in that 
period. 

"Nobody picked up the issue at 
that time but now the issue has 
been raised as a basis for enmity," 
he said. — Reuters 



Taliban sign 
accord for oil, 
gas exploration 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - 
Taliban have signed an agree- 
ment with a Greek company on 
oil and gas exploration in 
Afghanistan, reported Bakhtar 
news agency on Sunday. 

Taliban Minister for Mines 
and Industries Maulvi Ahmed 
Jan, visiting Greece, is reported 
to have signed the accord with 
chief of a Greek company, CCC, 
after four days oif negotiations. 

Under the accord, the compa- 
ny would soon start oil and gas 
exploration in Herat province of 
Afghanistan. 

A delegation of investors 
from the United States, 
European countries and South 
Africa has also recentiy visited 
war-ravaged Afghanistan to ex- 
plore the possibilities of invest- 
ment in different fields particu- 
larly in communication, mines 
and oil and gas. 

Advisor to the Saudi royal 
family and a prominent Afghan 
businessman, Syed Jalal, at pre- 
sent in Afghanistan, to broker 
peace between the warring fac- 
tions, is said to have recently ac- 
companied a Taliban delegation 
to Greece. 

Source said Jalal has played a 
key role in signing of the accord 
between the Taliban and Greek 
v company on oil and gas explo- 
^ ration in Afghanistan. 
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Ethnicity only cause of Taliban 
massacre in northern Afghanistan 



WASHINGTON (NNI) - After 
being attacked twice last year by 
the Taliban, Mazar-e Sharif could 
no longer claim to be that battered 
country's lost refuge from the civil 
war. 

But hardly anyone in the dusty 
city on the northern plains was pre- 
pared for what happened when the 
Taliban took control with a 
vengeance on their third try. 

On August 8 and the days that 
followed, Taliban militiamen and 
their allies methodically executed 
between 2,000 and 5,000 civilians 
in one of the deadliest mass 
killings of civilians in two decades 
of warfare in Afghanistan, accord- 
ing to interviews with witnesses 
who later fled to Pakistan and re- 
ports by inicrnaiional human rights 
investigators. Taliban militiamen 
searched house to house for males 
of fighting age who belonged to 
the Hazara ethnic minority, says a 
report in Washington on Sunday. 

Hazaras were gunned down in 
front of their families or had their 
throats slit. Otiiers, thrown into the 
city's overcrowded jail, were exe- 
cuted by firing squads or crammed 
into tractor-trailers, where they 
sweltered all day in the summer 
sun - doors shut - until most per-" 
ished from suffocation or heat 
strSke. In the evenings, the heavy 
trucks hauled the bodies to the 
nearby desert and dumped them in 
heaps like trash, according to the 
reports. 

Sketchy reports of the slaughter 
were circulated at the time, but the 
full extent and the systematic char- 
acter of the mass murder there 
have only become known in the 
months since, as human rights in- 
vestigators have interviewed sur- 
vivors who fled to Pakistan and 
elsewhere. 

The killings illustrate how the 
Afghan civil war has in the past 
two years turned toward ethnic 
conflict fed by tribal hatreds and 
blood revenge. 

Although the Taliban fought its 
way to dominance under a unify- 
ing banner of Islam, in ethnic 
terms its rule represents a return to 
the pre-communist days of rule by 
Pashtuns, Afghanistan's largest 
ethnic group. In taking over 
Mazar-e Sharif, the Taliban also 
added a sectarian twist. The 
Hazara group that was singled out 
for slaughter is predominantly 
Shiite Muslim; the Taliban is a 
Sunni Muslim movement. 

In addition, the Taliban's attaqk 
on Mazar-e Sharif claimed the 
lives of nine Iranians, provoking 
Shiite-dominated Iran to rattle a 



big Persian sword on the border, 
mobilizing tens of thousands of 
elite troops for military exercises 
that stretched over an entire month. 

William Maley, an Australian 
spefcialist on Afghanistan, said that 
the Mazar-e-Sharif killing was 
"striking in its viciousness" even 
by Afghan standards. "What we 
saw in August was not civilians 
caught in the cross-fire between 
combatants, but an orgy of killing 
driven by racial and religious prej- 
udice," he said. 

"Afghanistan is teetering on the 
edge of major ethnic conflict and 
perhaps even a genocide." Mazar-e • 
Sharif had remained the last major 
city holding out against the 
Taliban's strict rule of Afghanistan, 
which has included the imposition 
of Islamic law and tight controls 
on women. 

But until the shooting started 
that Saturday morning in August, 
few residents had any warning that 
most of the forces defending 
Mazar-e-Sharif had slipped away 
overnight or had defected, leaving 
the city's gates wide open to the 
Taliban. 

Shock troops arriving in pi|Ckup 
trucks and cars fired automatic 
weapons at everyone in sigl:jt, re- 
gardless of ethnicity, in an^iiarent 
effort to terrorize a rebellious! pop- 
ulation into submission, witiiesses 
said. / 

"It didn't matter whether they 
were small children, women, men 
or old men. They were just shoot- 
ing at people," said a Hazara wom- 
an now living in Quetta. 

Down four broad avenues that 
radiate from Mazar-e Sharif s cen- 
tral square, antiaircraft guns 
mounted on parked military trucks 
sprayed heavy bullets as panicked 
merchants and shoppers broke into 
a desperate sprint for safety, ac- 
cording to a Hazara truck driver 
who watched from an upper floor 
of a nearby building. 

In the bedlam, speeding cars hit 
some people and raced over the 
bodies of others felled in the fir- 
ing. After a few hours, the shooting 
subsided. Blood stained the walls 
of shops and residential com- 
pounds. 

For at least three days, bodies 
lay where they fell on the orders of 
the Taliban commander who took 
charge of the city, witnesses said. It 
was not until the bodies began to 
rot and stink in the dry summer 
heat, threatening disease, that the 
commander, Manon Niazi, allowed 
burial of the dead. By then, stray 
dogs were feeding on the bodies. 

Recent interviews of Hazara 



refugees -- who did not want to be 
named for fear of reprisals - and 
reports released this month by the 
United Nations and Human Rights 
Watch were consistent in their gen- 
eral accounts of the initial indis- 
criminate killing, followed by days 
of targeting Hazaras. 

An Amnesty International re- 
port in September mentioned only 
the ethnic killings. Officially, the 
Taliban say none of it happened, 
although "Taliban officials have 
barred human rights investigators 
and journalists from Mazar-c- 
Sharif. The Taliban denounced the 
report of a UN human rights in- 
vestigator as "vast propaganda," 
maintaining that its forces had 
killed only combatants, confiscat- 
ed firearms from civilians and 
temporarily evacuated some resi- 
dents. 

But a former Pakistani intelli- 
gence official who visited the city 
afterward said that large-scale 
killing did occur - after quick tri- 
als. 

"Most of the group executions 
were carried out by the firing 
squads after summary Islamic 
courts found those people guilty of 
treason," the former intelligence 
official said. "The treatment meted 
out . . . was clearly defined in 
Islamic laws." 

The paper quoted refugees as 
saying that the Taliban were ac- 
companied by Pakistani fighters, 
identifiable by their language, 
dress and the flag of a Muslim fun- 
damentalist Pakistani party 
aligned with the Taliban. 

In responding to the UN report, 
the Taliban also cited the summary 
'.executions in May 1997 of an esti- 
mated 2,000 to 3,000 Taliban pris- 
oners in the Mazar-e-Sharif area. 
Human rights investigators have 
concluded that those killings moti- 
vated the militia to take revenge. 
Hazaras, however, were not re- 
sponsible for the killings. 

The newcomers have crowded 
into run-down motels, dirt-floor 
basements and, in some cases, 
mosques. The financially strapped 
office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees here 
has been able to provide limited 
aid to no more than 150 destitute 
families. Despite their desperate 
circumstances, some refugees 
talked of revenge. A doctor who 
fled fi-om south of Mazar-e Sharif, 
for instance, quoted a Hazara 
proverb about a defeated people 
rising to fight back. "When the 
glass is broken, it is getting sharp- 
er," he said. "We are the broken 
glass." 
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Taliban to re-open six 
precious stones mines 



F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR - Taliban are expected to re-open six 
precious stones mines in eastern Nangariiar province in 
the near future, it was learnt on good authority. 

The six mines, having huge deposits of world class 
ruby, are located at Jagdalek near Nangarhar provincial 
capital city of Jalalabad. The mines were clpsed after 
the Taliban forces captured ihc oasiern Afghan 
province in 1996. Before Nangarhar s i all to ihc hard- 
line student militia, these mines were operated by the 
administration of Haji Abdul Qadeer, the then governor 
Nangarhar. 

Afghan sources here said that the Taliban authorities 
were negotiating with a Peshawar-based firm, special- 
ising in precious stones mining and marketing, to give 
the six mines on lease. However, the period of the pro- 
posed lease could not be known. 

The sources said that in addition to paying a mutual- 
ly agreed amount for the lease, the Taliban administra- 
tion would also charge the firm 10 per cent export tax 
at the rate of total value of each consignment at 
Torkham border as the rubies would be exported to the 
international market from Peshawar, v^here the finn's 
heiidquarters are located. 

It is instructive to recall here that Peshawar is the 
biggest business center of precious and semi-precious 
stones. The precious stones found in Afghanistan are 



also marketed at the international level from Peshawar 
which receives the bulk of these gems not only from 
different parts of NWFP and Northern Areas, but also 
from eastern, central and northern parts of war-ballered 
Afghanistan. 

The Panjsher valley of Ahmad Shah Masood's fame 
has huge deposits of worid class emeralds. That's why, 
export of emeralds and other precious siones is the 
main source of the legendary Tajik commander's in- 
come. 

Similarly, Afghanistan is the worid's largest exporter 
of lapis wliich is found in abundance in Badakhshan. It 
either reaches! the world market through direct exports 
^or through Pakistani markets mainly located in 
Peshawar. 

Gem dealers in Peshawar's Namak Mandi business 
district informed that there was shortage of top quality 
emeralds (of Panjsher origin) in the market, due to 
which export of this particular stone was coming down. 

"Following the latest upheavals in Afghanistan 
which saw Masood-led opposition forces routed in 
most parts of the country, Masood has re-routed his ex- 
port consignments. Instead of Pakistan, he is exporting 
the stones through more friendly countries like 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan for onward transportation to 
Poland and the European markets," said an Afghan 
source. 
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Taliban rule out power 
sharing with other factions 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Afghani- 
stan's dominant Taliban have ruled out 
possibility of power sharing with other 
factions saying they have already 
given "substantial" representation to 
3ie ethnic communities. 

"The idea of broad-based govern- 
ment floated by the world community, 
including the *six plus two' group, has 
shortcomings and is of no worth for 
us," Maulvi Wakil Ahmed 
Mutawakkil, Adviser to Taliban Su- 
preme leader Mullah Mohammad 
Omar said on Saturday. 

In an exclusive interview with this 
agency, the Taliban leader said the Is- 
lamic militia has accepted several 
"Points of Understanding" reached in 
the "Six Plus Two" group's meeting 
in New York in September but the 
point of broad-based government has 
faults. 

Mutawakkil, also Taliban senior 
spokesman, arrived in Islamabad on 
Thursday for talks with the Uzbek 
Foreign Minister Abdul Aziz 
Kamilov, which was first high-level 
contact between the two sides. The 
Taliban leader also met the UN offi- 
cials and Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Sartaj Aziz. 

Taliban, he said, held two meetings 
with Islamabad-based United Nations 
officials and discussed with them po- 
litical issues and matters relating to hu- 
manitarian activities. In the first meet- 
ing with the Acting Chief of the UN 
Special Mission to Afghanistan James 
Ngobi, the two sides deliberated upon 
political issues, focussing on human 
rights. The second meeting discussed 
humanitariah activities in the war-torn 
country. "We urged the UN officials 
to send their mtemational staff to Af- 
ghanistan under the security agree- 
ment signed in Islamabad on October 
23," Mutawakkil said. 

The agreement had made Taliban 
bound to provide full protection to the 
UN staff and premises and investigate 
into the killing of three UN officials 



in Kabul and the eastern city of 
Jalalabad this year. The UN and for- 
eign NGOs pulled out their interna- 
tional stalf from Kabul after an Ital- 
ian UN worker was shot dead in Ka- 
bul by an angry mob on August 21. 
The demonstrators were protesting 
against the US cruise missile strikes 
in Afghanistan. } 
Mutawakkil said that two suspect 
Pakistani nationals have been arrested; 
in connection with the attack on the 
UN official in Kabul and are being 
questioned in Taliban's headquarters 
of Kandahar. He said these Pakistanis 
have not confessed the killing. He said 
Taliban have fulfilled more of the con- 
ditions in the 11 -point of agreement. 
He said the UN officials expressed 
satisfaction over the Taliban- 
Uzbekistan talks, reducing tension 
with Iran and peace efforts of a Saudi- 
based Afghan trader Syed Jalal. 



extended as a group, then the leaders 
will decide whether to attend or not". 

About foreign investment, Taliban 
leader said his government has re- 
cently negotiated with foreign invest- 
ment in the war-battered country and 
signed agreements with a couple of 
companies. He said agreement has 
been inked with Chinese and Ameri- 
can firms for reviving Afghanistan 
telecommunication system, which has 
been destroyed in the 20 years of war. 
Another agreement has been signed 
with a joint Greek and Saudi company 
for gas and oil exploration. A group 
of investors from Britain, Germany, 
United States and France visited Ka- 
bul last week and explored avenues 
for investment in Afghanistan. 

About Iranian diplomats' killing, 
Mutawakkil said there has been no 
progress in the investigation into the 
kijling of Iranian diplomats and an Ira- 



To a question about Saudi dissident ^lan journalist by renegade Taliban 
Osama bin Laden, the^ Taliban leader/ fighters in the northern town of Mazar- 
said Afghanistan '^s supreme couk has e-Sharif. He said an investigation 
disposed off the cage of Osama Vfter team, led by Taliban Interior Minister 
failure of the United States of America ' NGOs Knairulla NGOs, is probing the 
and others to produce evidence against .case. The team has so far not suc- 



him in the specified period. "Only 
Amirul Momineen Mullah Omar can 
now re-open Osama's case," he said. 
Mutawalddl said Taliban had not ac- 
cepted a videocassette as evidence by 
the United States as it contained only 
news, documentaries aired by the 
CNN and newspapers' clippings. He 
said American officials in Islamabad 
delivered the cassette and clippings to 
the Afghan embassy. 

Talking about his talks with the 
Uzbek Foreign Minister, Mutawakkil 



iceeded to apprehend the culprits. Ira- 
nian diplomats and journalist were 
killed when Taliban stormed Iranian 
consulate in Mazar-e-Sharif on Au- 
gust 8. 

He said a team of Iranian diplomats 
recently visited Afghanistan and held 
low level talks with local Taliban au- 
thorities to improve bilateral ties. The 
Iranian team also inspected buildings 
of Iran's embassy in Kabul and con- 
sulates in several Afghan cities. 
Taliban closed Iranian embassy after 



described the meeting ^ successful. they captured Kabul in September 
He said Taliban invited the Uzbek ^'1996. Taliban, he said, want cordial 
Foreign Minister to visit Afghanistan. ^ relations with Iran "but Tehran attitude 
The two sides stressed the need for towards Taliban has been negative", 
more contacts in future. "On invita^> He urged Iranian leaders to change 
tion to Taliban for the forthcoming; 4^.1^^ 

meeting of the "6+2'4n TasUcent/W^^^piud T^ tried to hold talks with 
expressed readiness to attend if inyitedS^fi^an through the United Nations but 
as government. But if the invitation is rejected the offer. 
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Taliban slam US pnce>f or Osama 



By Anwar Iqbal 

ISLAMABAD: Taliban miUtia Thurs- 
day denounced a US reward for cap- 
turing Osama bin Laden, a suspect in 
the bombing of US embassies in East 
Africa. 

On Wednesday a US district court 
indicted Osama and a top aide and 
the US State Department announced 
a reward of up to five million dollars 
for his capture. 

"The reward is an inducement to 
terrorism," a Taliban spokesman told 
the Afghan Islamic Press news 
agency^ 

Spokesman Wakil Ahrned told the 
agency that the United States has 
failed to give any evidence to the 
Afghan government to 3upport its al- 
legations against Osama. 

The Taliban government has set 
up a judicial inquiry against Osama 
and asked the United States and 
other nations to send evidence 



SSP threatens; 
retaliation 

ISLAMABAD: Sipali^e-Sahaba P^- 
istan on Thursday threatened to r^ 
taliate if Osama bin Laden is ar- 
rested, and described Washington's 
No. 1 enemy as a "h^ro*' to Mus- 
lims worldwide. . {lii 
"It is a challenge td the entire 
Muslim world ... Osama is a hero of . 
the Muslim world," said Omar' 
Warsi, a leader of Sipah-e-Sahaba. 
"If anything happens to him, Amer- 
ica will be responsible." — AP 



against him. The Taliban have 
promised to prosecute him if found 
guilty. 

TTie previous Mghan government 
of Burhanuddin Rabbani had given 
refuge to Osama in Afghanistan but 



Expulsion of Afghan refugees 

Taliban ask UN 
to stop Iran 



ISLAMABAD, Nov 4: The 
Taliban on Wednesday called on 
the United Nations to persuade 
Iran not to expel hundreds of thou- 
sands of illegal Afghan refugees, 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
reported. 

"The UN should take immediate 
notice of Iran's move,** the 
Islamabad-based private informa- 
tion service quoted a Taliban 
spokesman as saying. 

The expulsion will lead to "trag- 
ic" results as the Afghan govern- 
ment lacks the necessary resources 
to rehabiliate the refugees, the 
spokesman, Wakil Ahmad, told 
AIP from Kandahar. 

The Taliban government has 
taken up the issue with the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 
urging the agency to arrange food 
and accommodation for the refu- 
gees in Afghanistan if the UN is 
unable to convince Tehran, AIP 
said. "Expelling refugees at a time 
when the winter season has started 



is a condemnable act,*' the Taliban 
official said. 

. AIP quoted Afghan ambassador 
to Pakistan, .Maulvi Saeedur 
Rehman, as saying that 60 Afghan 
refugees had been killed in Iran in 
recent months. ' 

The ambassador also accused the 
Iranian authorities of arresting 
thousands of Afghans. 

Iran said on Saturday it had 
given hundreds of thousands of 
illegal Afghan refugees three 
weeks to leave the country. 

Iranian interior ministry official 
Hassan- Ali Ebrahimi said the 
Afghans must report to the min- 
istry by Nov 21 and the govern- 
ment would then issue exit permits 
in Mashhad in Khorasan province, 
which borders Afghanistan. 

Returning refugees will each be 
given 40 dollars, a blanket and 50 
kilos of wheat for their journey 
home as an incentive to return. 

Iran shelters aroimd two million 
Afghan refugees. — ^AFP 



the current Taliban rulers have also 
adopted him as a guest, 
lii - A Saudi dissident, Osama, has 
also lived in Sudan after fleeing 
Saudi Arabia.for trying to topple the 
ruling monarchy 
'■I ' ^ Authorities in Saudi Arabia and 
^^the United States also blamed him 
' for bombing a US military barrack in 
. the Arab kingdom in June 1996 that 

killed 26 people. 
* i -: On Wednesday Saudi interior 
minister Prince Nayef bin Abdul Aziz 
said his government found no evi- 
' ^ dence of Osama's involvement in the 
' bombing of the US military barrack. 
r>i''' But Washington also blamed 
Osama's Al-Qaed group for the Au- 
gust 7 bombings of US embassies in 
East- Africa that killed 224 people, 
including 12 Americans. 

On August 20 the United States 
retaliated by fiiingTomahawk cruise 
missiles at taigets inAfghanistan and 
Sudan. At least 26 people were killed 
"k^a Taliban base in Eastern 
^Afghanistan. 

"The reward is not only an en- 
couragement to terrorism but it also 
shows that the United States is taking 
fp the path of terrorism that it has so 
often vowed tp fight," said the Taliban 
3Pokeanari. / 
j J , A spokesman for the US embassy 
, in Islamabad' said they were not tak- 



:jyrig extraordinary precautions after 
IJthe indictment "The security around 
;ihe;,embassy and other US installa- 
JionsL is already tight and we have al- 
fe9^ urged US citizens to avoid non- 
essential travels to Pakistan," he said. 



DAWN U5 



_ * 



FRONTIER POSl 

Taliban slam 
US reward 
offer for Osama 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) 
Afghanistan's Taliban Islamic 
militia Thursday denounced a 
five-million dollar reward offered 
by the United States for the arrest 
of Osama bin Laden, calling it an [ 
inducement to terrorism. . 

"The US has failed to give the 
Afghan government any evidence 
to support its allegations against ; 
Bin Laden who is living in 
Afghanistan as a guest of the 
Taliban," a spokesman for the , 
Islamic militia said. 

*The reward is not only an en- 
couragement to terrorism but it ' 
also shows that the US is taking to 
the path of terrorism that it has so 
often vowed to fight/ the; 
spokesnian, Wakil Ahmad, told 
the Afghan Islamic Press. 

Taliban leaders have previously 
said the niilitia could try the Saudi 
dissident in Afghanistan if they re- 
ceived credible proof of his com- 
plicity in terrorism. They have re- 
fused US demands to hand over . 
the multi-millionaire. 

The US State Department has 
announced a reward of up to five 
million dollars for information! 
leading to the arrest of Bin Laden j 
and his military commander 
Mohammad Atef. i 

The two were indicted in the 
US on Wednesday for the August 
7 bombings of the US embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania that killed 
more than 200 people, including 
12 Americans. 

On August 20 the US launched 
cruise missile attacks on alleged 
terrorist bases of Bin Laden inside 
Afghanistan in the eastern Khost 
region close to the Pakistan bor- 
der. 

NNI adds: The Counter- 
Terrorism Rewards Programme 
was recently revised by Congress 
and signed by the US President to 
increase the maximum amount of 
a reward offer from $2 million to 
$5 million. 
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Taliban disown 
representative 

BureatifRepoit | 

PESHAWAR: The lyiban-led Afghan- 
government has disowned one Mulla; 
Abdul Qayyum Haqqani claiming to 
be the representative of the TBdiban. | 
Afghanistan's ambassador in Pak-^ 
istan, Mulla Saeedur Rahman 
Haqqani, in a statement said Mulla 
Abdul Qayyum Haqqani was neither a 
representative of the Talibaiunor they 
a^re^d with his views. 

He referred to a recent statement 
by this person in a Taliban conference 
in Dera Mnail Khan in which he re- 
portedly claimed that the Taliban 
would soon hoist their lyhite flag in Is-; 
lamabad and said these didn't repre^ 
sent the Taliban views. This person is 
a Pakistan hailing £rom Lakki Marwat 
and is presently running a madressaj 
Janua^iAbii*Hiurakaf)in Bad^hi ini 
Nowshera district. 'sHis statement4 
oould^create misGon€epti(»i[s si^oui 
the Taliban as we don't watft to lose a: 
[ friendly cou^itry like Pakistan/ the 
! Afghan ambassador explained. > [ 

Taliban ^ 
delegation woos: 
Qatar govt 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban 
Foreign Minister, Mulla Hassan, 
Akhund has held talks with his 
Qatari counterpart in Doha, re- 
ports Bakhtar news agency on 
Tuesday. 

Hassan who at the head of a 
high level delegation is visiting , 
Qatar also called on the Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs and 
other high ranking officials of the 
•Qatar Foreign Ministry. 

The visit is being described as 
very significant in the ^yake of ef- 
forts of the student militia to seek 
support and win recognition of at 
least Muslim countries. V 

Though Taliban have recently 
made big achievements at mili- 
tary front yet they are still empty 
handed at diplomatic front. They 
had recently suffered a serious set 
back at diplomatic front when 
Saudi Arabia, one of the key sup- 
porters of student militia with- 
drew its support by calling back 
its diplomat from Kabul and ask- 
ing the Taliban Charge d' Affairs 
to leave Rivadh. 



Taliban shore up 
foreign relations 

KABUL (AFP) - Taliban 
authorities Thursday an- 
nounced moves to shore up 
their few remaining links with 
the outside world but stood 
by Saudi dissident and al- 
leged terrorist Osama bin 
Laden who has taken refuge 
within Afghanistan's borders. 
Foreign, minister ,Mulla 
Mohammad Hassan told jour- 
nalists that ties ' with the 
Unked Arab Emirates would 
be maintained, with economic 
ties bolstered to reconstruct 
the war-torn country. He 
added that negotiations could 
he initiated with Simdi 
Arabia, where relations 
soured after the Taliban re- 
fused to deport bin Laden, 
who has been indicted in the 
United States. "Our talks in 
Qatar were positive and fruit- 
ful," he said after returning 
from a mission to the UAE. 
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Taliban disallow 
Iranian team in 



By ABMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The Taliban au- 
thorities have denied permission 
to a visiting Iranian delegation to 
visit northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. 

It is the first visit by Iranian 
diplomats to Afghanistan, after 
their relations soured when nine 
Iranian, including a Journalist, 
were killed in the Mazar at the 
time of Taliban's takeover of the 
former opposition bastion in the 
country's north. 

The delegation, sources said, 
had desired to meet the Taliban 
supreme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar. Although^ 
there were no immediate reports 
of a Taliban nod to the request, 
but keeping the present state of re- 
lations between the two countries, 
such a meeting could not be ruled 
out. 

It is worth mentioning here that 
a four-member high level Iranian 
delegation, who is currently visit- 
ing Afghanistan, recently trav- 
elled to Herat, Jalalabad, 
Kandahar and Kabul. 

Among others, the delegation 
comprise Raza Behrami, the 
Iranian consul general in 
Jalalabad and vice consul at Herat 
consulate. 

The motives of the Iranian 
diplomats' visit to the war-bat- 
tered country has stirred a lot of 
controversy. 

The Peshawar-based Afghan 
Islamic Press few days back had 
reported that the delegation had 
-held talks with Taliban- in 
Kandahar and it was trying to get 
an appointment for the Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kama! Kharazi 
with Taliban movement founder 
Mullah Omar. 

On the other hand, the Iranian 
Consulate in Peshawar denied the 
reports that it was holding any po- 



litical dialdgue with Taliban and 
instead said: "an Iranian technical 
group has gone to Afghanistan for 
preparing a report on the condi- 
tion of Iranian properties". 

Sources close to Taliban con- 
fided to The Frontier Post that 
Taliban did not grant permission 
to the visiting Iranian delegation 
to go to Mazar-i-Sharif. 

During the visit, the Iranians 
held talks with Taliban leaders 
and discussed Iran-Afghanistan 
relations, added the sources. But 
the local Taliban leaders avoided 
to discuss the core issues with the 
Iranians and advised them to con- 
tact their high command, revealed 
these sources. 

Interestingly, the Taliban lead- 
er§ were not available to comment 
on the issue and refrained from is- 
suing pomments pn it either. 

The tone of Iranian foreign of- 
fice's statement abb\it the killings 
of its diplomats in> Mazar on 
August 7 last, Tuesday broadcast- 
ed by Radio te^iran \^as slightly 
mild. \; ' 

The timing as well as the com- 
position of the visiting Iranian 
delegation contradicts the clarifi- 
cation of Iranian consulate, com- 
mented an obseryer. ^ 

Different theories are in circu- 
lation among the Peshawar-based 
Afghans in this regard. One theo- 
ry suggests that the Iranians want- 
ed to judge the impact of its mili- 
tary pressure and analyze the atti- 
tude of Taliban leadership. 

While the other said the 
Iranians were aspiring for quite 
some time to establish directs 
contacts with the Taliban leader- 
ship. 

Others are of the opinion that 
by sending a delegation, Iran 
wanted to keep the Taliban busy 
in politicar negotiations, and to 
buy time for the opposition to 
sharpen their teeth. 
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Taliban accuse Tajikistan 
of supporting Masood 

By TANVEER ISMAIL Taliban administration jn government of Sudan," he said. 

PESHAWAR - Accepting the Kabul, he said that neither "We will not ask Osama to 

Taliban defeats at the hands of Mullah Rabbani had tendered leave Afghanistan as he is our 

the Northern Alliance forces in resignation nor he was under guest in accordance with the 

certain northern provinces, the house-arrest, nor he had been rich cultural norms and tradi- 

head of the Taliban Information dismissed from his portfolio. tions of the people of 

Ministry in Kabul, Mullah Amir He, however, said that Afghanistan," he further said. 

Khan Mutaqqi, has attributed Mullah Rabbani was in When his attention was 

them to an open military and Qandahar with the Amir-ul- drawn towards a charge leveled 

monetary support to Momineen, Mullah Umer. He iagainst the Taliban by the 

Commander Ahmad Shah added that the reports of the for- • Iranian envoy in Paris, 

Masud by Tajikistan and other mer's removal was a part of dis- ; Dr.Dehqani, wherein it was said 

countries of the region. . information of the enemies -to- t^ the Taliban fighters had 

In an interview on satellite 4 shatter down the morale of the I burnt down about 35,000 rare 
telephone from Kabul with Taliban fighters. " i^^^^^^ and Afghan books of 
Walliullah Saleem, Director, - About the presence of Osama ^ the cyltural centre of Hakim 
Peshawar-based private Sahaar ben Laden in the Taliban held ; ;Nasir Khusro when they cap- 
News Agency of Afghanistan territory, Mutaqqi declared tured Pul-e-Khizri in Baghlan 
on Thursday evening. Mullah mere propaganda a report from province. 
Mutaqqi said that despite cer- the Northern Alliance that the Mutaqqi out-rightly rejected 
tain defeats, the front line of the Taliban had pitched 18 million the charge, saying that they did 
Taliban in Khinjan and Afghan people against the - not set on ftre any book of the 
Qundooz had remained intact. United States of America and library as they respected the ed- 

Explaining his point, he said the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia , ucational and cultural heritage 

that the Masud Militia and the on the question of Osama. J'of their nation.^ : 

forces of the Northern Alliance He said that the Taliban jus- | He, however, accepted that 

were receiving in huge quantity tice court had already exonerat- the Taliban after capturing the 

arms and ammunition and mon- ed of all charges the Saudi dissi-i " province had) removed only that 

etary support from Tajikistan, dent millionaire, Osama beni ' literature and books from 

Iran and certain other countries Laden finding no evidence from Hakim' Nasir Khusro cultural 

of the region. It was the reason, any part of the world against his centre which carried material 

he said, that the Taliban had met alleged involvement in terrorist • against the veiy belief of the 

defeats in some of the northern activities and use of Taliban and were misguiding 

territories. Afghanistan soil. the people. 

To a question about reported "We did not invite Osama to He also made it clear that this 

rifts between Mullah Umer, the Afghanistan rather he came to material was shifted to another 

Qandahar-based spiritual head Afghanistan during Ustad place but it hadviot been burnt 

of the Taliban, and Mullah Rabbani's rule in Kabul on the ' down as was alleged by 

Rabbani, the key figure of the advice of the Americans and the Dr.Dehqani. 
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Osama's involvement in terrorism 

Taliban ask 
US to prove 
charges by 20th 



KABUL, Nov 9: The Taliban on 
Monday set a Nov 20 deadline for 
the United States to prove Osama 
bin Laden was a terrorist and said 
he would be cleared if it failed to 
do so. 

"If there is no proof submitted 
against Bin Laden, then he is inno- 
cent. We cannot wait forever for 
this drama," the Taliban's chief 
justice, Noor Mohammad Saqid, 
told reporters. 

"We will listen to both sides* 
statements," he said. "The one who 
makes the claims must present his 
witnesses and prove the case 
against the accused, otherwise he 
willfail.^ 

The chief justice, a man in his 
early 30s who has held the post for 
seven months, promised the proce- 
dure would deliver "100 per cent 
justice". 

Bin Laden is alleged to have 
masterminded the August bomb- 
ings of US embassies in Ke|iya and 
Tanzania which killed hundreds, 
and has been living in Afghanistan 
as a "guest" of the Taliban. 

The Taliban's senior spokesman, 
Wakil Ahmad, said the movement 
would continue to refuse US 
requests for his extradition. "We 
will never give him (Bin Laden) up 
to a third party for trial or any- 



thing else," he told the Afghan 
Islamic Press. 

The United States has offered a 
reward of five million dollars for 
the arrest of Bin Laden and in 
August attacked with Cruise mis- 
siles what it said were Bin Laden's 
training camps in southern 
Afghanistan. 

The chief justice did not say 
wha|: punishment Bin Laden might 
expect if found guilty by the 
supreme court. 

He said the Taliban gave a Nov 
20 deadline for proof of Bin 
Laden's involvement in militancy. 
Bin Laden's presence is?one of 
several reasons the United l^ations 
has failed to recognize the Tali- 
ban as the government of 
Afghanistan. 

Bin Laden became America's 
public enemy number one after the 
embassy bombings in Nairobi and 
Dar es Salaam on Aug 7 in which at 
least 263 people, including 12 
Americans, died. 

Bin Laden has lived in 
Afghanistan for several years after 
taking part in the war against 
Soviet occupation. 

He is thought to reside some- 
where close to Kandahar, where 
almost all the Taliban leadership 
resides. — ^Reuters . 



Taliban refuse 
extradition of 
Osama 

CAIRO (AFP) - The Taliban 
militia is refusing to extradite ter- 
rorist mastermind Osama bin 
Laden but is prepared to put him 
on trial in Afghanistan for the 
August US embassy bombings in 
Kenya and Tanzania, a Taliban of- 
ficial said. 

"Any trial of bin Laden must 
take place in Afghanistan, which 
is a sovereign land with a legiti- 
mate judicial system," Taliban 
spokesman Wakil Ahmed said in 
an interview published here 
Friday in the AI-Hayat newspa- 
per. 

Bin Laden "will remain a guest 
in Afghanistan (and) will not be 
handed over to anyone," Ahmed 
said. 

"If the Americans have proof 
of his involvement in terrorist op- 
erations, why don't they give it to 
the High Islamic Court" estab- 
lished by the Taliban, he said, 
adding that bin Laden is "forbid- 
den from all political activity." 

The fundamentalist militia said 
Thursday that the United States 
offer of five million dollars for 
bin Laden's arrest over the 
August bombings that left at least 
250 people dead was an incite- 
ment to further terrorism. 
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By Rahimullah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: Taliban leader Mulla 
Mohammad Omar has said his gov- 
ernment is not prepared to hand 
over Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden to the United States even if it 
meant recognition for the Taliban as 
the legitimate authority in 
Afghanistan. 

"It has now become clear that 
Washington would recognise the 
Taliban-led Afghan government if it 
agreed to extradite Bin Laden to the 
US," he said in an interview with 
'The News' from his movement's 
headquarters in Kandahar in south- 
western Afghanistan. 

MuUa Omar complained that the 
whole issue of international recog- 
nition for the Taliban government 
now revolved round the person of 
Bin Laden. "This seems to be the 
only hurdle to winning recognition 
for the Taliban as other issues like 
respect for human and women's 
rights and control of drug-traffick- 
ing by the Taliban are no longer 
mentioned as vigorously as in the 
past," he said. 

The Tahban supreme leader ar- 
gued that it meant the student mili- 
tia have fulfilled all other conditions 



and would be allowed to represent 
Afghanistan at the UN and other 
world bodies as soon as they extras 
dited Bin Laden to the US. He was* 
also critical of the VN and the West- 
ern countries for blindly follcjwing 
the US policy on not recognising the ' 
Taliban government. 

Announcing support for 
Afghanistan's Chief Justice, Noor 
M.ohammad' Saqib's statement in 
which he set a November 20 dead- 
line for the US to prove^ that Bin 
Laden was a terrorist, Mulla> Omar 
.said Washington's failure to do sp 
would mean that Bin' Laden was in- 
nocent. He said the indictment 
order deposited iri an American, 
court accusing Bin Laden of in- 
volvement in acts of terrorism 
wasn't enough of an evidence. He 
made it clear Afghanistan's Shariat i 
Court functioned independently of 
the government and was empow- ; 
ered to punish even someone like, 
BinLad^n. ; ; 

The US Statfe Departnient . 
spokesman, James Rubin, respond- 
ing to the Taliban deadline of 
November 20, said in Washington 
Monday that there could be no expi- . 
ration date on terrorist ac^ts of this r 
kind. He said the facts mentioned in 



Taliban for evidence against 
Osama within 10 days 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR- Afghanistan's Chief 
Justice Maulvi Noor Mohammad Sa- 
qib has asked those who charge Osa- 
ma Bin Laden with harbouring terror- 
ism to provide solid evidences in this 
connection within 10 days otherwise, 
they would acquit him honourably. 

"We believe in a united Afghanistan 
and those who are involved in criminal 
acts could be dealt with an iron hand 
but the complainant must provide sol- 
id proofs," he remarked in an inter- 
view published by local Pushto daily 
Wahdat on Monday. He informed that 
Amirul Momineen Mullah Moham- 
mad Omer has issued a declaration 
saying each and every one can submit 



solid proofs in favour of his charges 
against Osama Bin Laden before the 
justice department. "If Osama was 
found guilty," he would face punish- 
ment under the Islamic laws," he add- 
ed. Maulvi Noor Mohammad Saqib 
denounced the American's reward of 
five million dollars for the arrest of 
Osama and said that through it the 
Americans are further promoting ter- 
rorism. 

Maulvi Saqib said that Maulvi Mo- 
hammad Omer had directed them to 
invite solid proofs against Osama Bin 
Ladin. The Islamic movement is de- 
termined to restore a peaceful and 
crime-free atmosphere in Afghanistan 
and in this connection, the Islamic 
Shariah is being followed without any 
discrimination. 
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the indictment order speak for 
themselves. According to him, the 
real issue was as^|to why the Taliban 
Continue to provide safe haven to 
Bin Laden. He said the US govern- 
ment had macle it clear to Taliban on 
several occasions that they must 
stop harbouring "well-known terror- 
ists" like Bin Laden. He also 
stressed th'4 need for bringing Bin 
Laden to justice swiftly 

It may be added that the US gov- 
ernment recently announced a $5 
milliorLreward eacl^for information 
leading? to the arrest and/or convic- 
tion of Bin Laden and Mohammad 
Atef, referred to as his military com- 
mander by Washington. 

Meanwhile, joint delegations of 
the Taliban and former defence min- 
p ister Ahmad Shah Masud have gone 
f ; to areas controlled by4he two sides 
• to prepare lists of prisoners of war 
; ' for a possible exchange of prisoners 
. _ in future. 

The two delegations were formed 
on the initiative of Syed Jalal, an 
^ Afghan businessman and intellectual 
based in Saudi Arabia, who has been 
mediating between the Taliban and 
- their opponents. Syed Jalal has al- 
ready secured exchange of some 
J prisoners between the two sides. 

Taliban extend 
deadline for 
Osama's trial 



KABUL (NNI) - The Supreme 
Court of Taliban student militia, in an 
emergency meeting, has decided to 
extend the deadline by ten days for 
the trial of Saudi dissident, Osama 
Bin Laden, reports Bakhtar news 
agency on Saturday. 

Earlier the Taliban supreme leader, 
Mulla Muhammad Omar Mujahid, 
had empowered the Afghan Supreme 
Court, to try Bin Laden and fix a date 
for the hearing of the case. 

The Supreme Court after thread- 
bare discussion on the issue had 
fixed November 20 as deadline 
for production and submission of 
evidences against Osama Bin 
Laden. 

The Taliban Supreme Court has 
now made ten days extension in the 
deadline. Under the new decision. 
November 30 has now been set as the 
deadline. 
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Taliban extend deadline 
for Osama trial 





KABUL (NNI) - The Supreme 
Court of Taliban student militia, 
in an emergency meeting, has de- 
cided to extend the deadline by 
ten days for the trial of Saudi dis- 
sident, Osama Bin Laden, reports 
Bakhtar news agency Saturday. 

Earlier the Taliban supreme 
leader, Mulla Muhammad Omar 
Mujahid, had empowered the 
Afghan Supreme Court to try Bin 
Laden and fix a date for the hear- 
ing of the case. 

The Supreme Court after 
threadbare discussion on the issue 
had fixed November 20 as dead- 
line for production and submis- 
sion of evidences against Osama 
Bin Laden. 

The Tahban Supreme Court has 
now made ten days extension in 
the deadline. Under the new deci- 
sion, November 30 has now been 
set as the deadline. The decision 
to extend the deadline, according 
to sources, has been made to facil- 
itate those having authentic and 
concrete documentary evidences 
about the involvement of Osama 



Bin Laden in the terrorist activi- 
ties. 

The move is particularly aimed 
at the United States, which has ac- 
cused the Saudi dissident Osama 
Bin Laden and his colleague^ 
Muhammad Asif, of having hands 
in US embassies bombings ihv 
Kenya and Tanzania. ' { ' 

Tlie Taliban Supreme Court has 
strongly condemned the United 
States for announcing a reward of 
$5 million for the arrest or killing 
of Bin Laden. It said that instead 
of presenting evidences against 
Osama, the United States is still 
running baseless and false propa- 
ganda campaign against him. 

The US authorities have been 
asked to come forward with au- 
thentic evidences against Osama 
and submit them to the Afghan 
Supreme Court. 

If the United States and others 
fail to produce evidences against 
Laden by November 30, the Saudi 
millionaire dissident would be ab- 
solved of all the charges, the 
agency said. 



Taliban await evidence 
against Osama 



DOHA (AFP) - The Taliban 
government in Afghanistan is still 
waiting for the United States to 
provide evidence implicating 
Osama bin Laden in anti- 
American attacks, a Taliban offi- 
cial said here Thursday. 

'The Islamic tribunal gave all 
parties two months to present evi- 
dence on bin Laden's possible in- 
volvement in attacks or explo- 
sions, but we are still waiting," 
Taliban Foreign Minister Mullah 
Mohamad >Hassan said in Qatar. 

"The United States say they 
have documents proving bin 
Laden's involvement in two At- 
tacks against American em- 
bassies in Nairobi and Dar Es 
Salaam," he told the Qatari news 
agency. 

"We're telling them that they 
must present this evidence to the 
Islamic court and we will then try 
bin Laden," said Hassan after a 
meeting with senior Qatari offi- 
cials. 

Courts in the United States 
have accused bin Laden, a bil- 
lionaire who was stripped of his 
Saudi nationality, of carrying out 
two bombinss asainst the US em- 
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bassies in Kenya and Tanzania on 
August 7 that left 250 dead. 

Washington has offered a re- 
ward of five .million dollars for 
his capture. 

The Taliban said earlier this 
month they were ready- to try bin 
Laden in Afghanistan and have 
given Washington until Friday to 
provide evidence against him. 

In Kabul, on arrival in the 
Afghan capital, Mulla 
Mohammad Hassan Akhund told 
journalists said the November 20 
deadline set by the mijitia for 
Washington to furnish evidence 
against its number one enemy, 
Osama bin Laden, was not likely 
to be extended. 

He said that only the militia's 
supreme leader Mulla 
MohamYnad Omar could extend 
the deadline, and only if he want- 
ed to. 

There has been plenty of time 
and "if anybody had any evidence 
they could have fowarded this," 
he said; referring to accusations 
against bin Laden. 

"This decision is up to Amir- 
ul-Momenin to extend it," Hassan 
said in regards to any extension. 
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Taliban refuse 
extradition, offer 
to try Laden 
themselves 



CAIRO (AFP) - The Taliban mi- 
litia is refusing to extradite Osama 
bin Laden but is prepared to put him 
on trial in Afghanistan for the Au- 
gust US embassy bombings in 
Kenya and Tanzania, a Taliban offi- 
cial said. 

"Any trial of bin Laden must take 
place in Afghanistan, which is a 
sovereign land with a legitimate ju- 
dicial system," Taliban spokesman 
Wakil Ahmed said in an interview 
published here Friday in the Al- 
Hayat newspaper.Bin Laden "will 
remain a guest in Afghanistan (and) 
will not be handed over to anyone," 
Wakil said."If the Americans have 
proof of his involvement in terrorist 
operations, why don't they give it to 
the High Islamic Court" established 
by Taliban, he said, adding that bin 
Laden is "forbidden from all politi- 
cal activity."The militia said on 
Thursday that the United States of- 
fer of $5 million for bin Laden's 
arrest over the August bombings 
that left at least 250 people dead was 
an incitement to further terrorism. 

No extension in 
deadline for 
Osama's trial 

\ RP. Report 

^ PESHAWAR - The Taliban 
. Chief Justice, Noor Mohammad. 
Saqqib, has strongly denied re- 
ports about extension in the dead- 
line for Osama bin Laden's trial in 
Afghanistan. 

i Recently, a news item appeared 
in the Pakistani press that Taliban 
had extended the deadline by ten 
days for the trail of Osama. 

Earlier, Mullah Mohammad 
Omer Mujahid, the Taliban 
supreme leader, had empowered 
the Afghan Supreme Court to try 
Osama and fix a date for hearing 
of the case. 

In an interview with a local 
Pushto daily, Noor Mohammad 
Saqqib said that the Supreme 
Court had not granted ten days 
^extension in the deadline for the 
production evidence against 
Osama. 

fit is noteworthy that earlier 
Taliban had set November 20 as 
deadline for submitting ot evi- 
dence against the Saudi dissident, 
now living in exile in 
Afghanistan. 

Saqqib added that Afghan 
Supreme Court decision was final 
in this regard. 

He added that no further exten- 
sion in the deadline was under 
consideration and November 20 
was the lost date for production of 
proof against Osama. 
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Taliban shore up 
foreign relations 
as deadline on 
Osama expires 

KABUL (AFP) - Taliban authorities 
Thursday announced moves to shore 
up their few remaining links with the 
outside world but stood by Osama bin 
Laden who has taken lelpge within 
Afghanistan's borders. . ' 

Foreign Minister Mulla Mohammad 
Hassan told joumahsts that ties with 
the United Arab Emirates would be 
maintained, with economic ties bol- 
stered to reconstruct the war-torn coun- 
try. 

He added that negotiations could be 
initiated with Saudi Arabia, where re- 
lations soured after the Taliban re- 
fused to deport Osama, who has been 
indicted in the United States. * 

'Our talks in Qatar were positive 
and fruitful,' he said after returning 
from a mission to the UAE. 

He said talks focussed on obstacles 
to the Taliban gaining recognition as 
the legitimate leaders of Afghanistan. 
Tliese included issues of dmgs, human 
rights, terrorism and Osama bin Laden. 

The Taliban has told Washington it 
has until Friday to produce evidence 
supporting claims that Osama was in- 
volved with the August 7 bombings of 
two US embassies in East Africa which 
left 224 people dead. 

Washington has posted a five mil- 
lion dollar reward for Osama' s cap- 
ture and arrest. The dissident is under- 
stood to be still living in the southern 
Afghan city of Kandahar where he 
remains a guest of the Taliban. 

Hassan said no evidence had been 
forwarded to support the terrorist alle- 
gations and only the Taliban 's .supreme 
leader Mulla Mohammad Omar can 
extend the deadline. 

He maintained the Taliban's record 
on human rights was an improvement 
over previous governments, that strict 
drug controls had been enforced and 
that terrorist activities had subsided 
under the Shariat administration. 

Any arguments to the contrary were 
the result of propaganda put forward 
by countries opposed to the Taliban 
gaining international recognition, he 
said. 

Asked whether the Taliban would 
enter talks with countries on an indi- 
vidual basis as part of a strategy to 
gain wider acceptance, Hassan said: 
'By the assistance of God Almighty 
we v/ill take steps in that direc- 
tion.' 

Osama must be tried: Masood 

Osama bin Laden is the 'master- 
mind of crimes' and must stand trial, 
the official spokesman for Afghan 
opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood said Thursday. 
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The spokesman, Mohairimad Aref, 
said the billionaire should leave Af- 
ghanistan and also accused him of 
actively collaborating in the Taliban 
military operations. 

His comments came on the eve of 
the expiry of a Taliban deadline after 
which Osama could be locally cleared 
of allegations that he had a hand in 
terrorism if Washington did not pro- 
duce evidence in support of an indict- 
ment. 

'We believe he is the mastermind of 
crimes and must be tried,' Aref said. 

"It doesn't matter for us against 
whom his crimes are directed. We 
condemn the crimes in their essence,' 
he added. 

Aref said Osama 'lives illegally' in 
Afghanistan and he should be deport- 
ed to a third country. 



Taliban term 
claims on 
Osama 
invalid 
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KABUL, Nov 20: The Taliban "The Islamic emirate (Taliban) 
said on Friday its deadhne for the wants to have good relations with 
world to submit evidence against the US and the world's 
Osama bin Laden had expired and countries...and in principle is pre- 
any further pursuit of him would pared for any kind of cooperation," 
be seen as a pretext to attack Muttaqi said. 

Afghanistan. "gut on the contrary if anyone 

"Our deadline for Osama's case tries to jeopardize relations and 
has ended. Any claim after that is raises again Osama's case, then it 
invalid," a spokesman for the means that Osama's issue is being 
TaUban, Mr Abdul Hai Mutmaen, used against the emirate and it will 

be an illogical step," Muttaqi said. 
He told the Afghan Islamic Press Sources close to the TaHban said 



(AJP) that since no proof had been 
submitted to the Taliban's supreme 



that the movement's supreme 
leader. Mullah Mohammad Omar, 



court, the Saudi could not be a'met chief justice Noor Mohammad 
"terrorist". Saqeb in Kandahar to discuss the 

"Our court is an Islamic court. If Bin Laden dispute, 
anyone had proof that Osama v^as a| They said the chief justice told 
terrorist they would have submit- Omar that no evidence had been 
ted their proof, but nobody did. given to the Taliban, whose govern- 
That means he is not a terrorist." ment is recognized only by 

The Taliban said in a statement'Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the 
that it had met its obligation by United Arab Emirates, 
offering to try Bin Laden under Bin Laden, who Hves as a "guest" 
Islamic law if states seeking his in Taliban-held territory, is wanted 
extradition submitted proof by Nov by the United States for allegedly 
20. , masterminding the bombing of US 

"If from now onwards, the issue embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 
of Osama is raised again, then that in August which killed 263 people, 
means, they want to find excuses The Taliban refused repeated 
for resenting the Afghans," Amir US demands to hand over Bin 
Khan Muttaqi, the Taliban's infor- Laden and set a six-week deadline 
mation and culture minister, said of Nov 20 for countries to submit 
in the statement. proof that he was involved in ter- 

rorism. — Reuter 
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Masood asks TaUban to 
free ex-governor of Herat 



KABUL, Sep 31 (AFP) Afghan 
opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood on Saturday asked the Taliban 
to release a former governor of west- 
em Herat province to allow aprisoner 
swap deal to go ahead. 

A spokesman for Masood said that 
if the Taliban wanted the exchange to 
go ahead they should free Ismael 
Khan, a prominenet opposition com- 
mander and former governor of Herat. 

"We want Ismael Khan to be part of 
this process. We may not swap riiore 
than 300 prisoners if they do not agree 
to free Ismael Khan," spokesman Mo- 
hammed Aref S2ud by satellite phone 
from the northern Panjsher valley. . 

He said Masood, an ally of ousted 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
wanted the exchange to cover all pris- 
oners held by the two sides. 

Ismael Khan has spent two years in 
Taliban captivity. He was captured in 
northern Faryab in May 1997. 

The most senior Taliban official 
held by Masood is MuUa Mujahid, a 
former acting defence minister in the 
Taliban administration, Aref said. 

"We want them (Taliban) to release 
all our men and we will free Mulla 
Mujahid and all other Talibsm in our 
custody," he said. 

He said that an expected swap did 



not take place Thursday as the 50 ! 
prisoners the Taliban offered to re- \ 
lease :wcre not "our men." 

*They were not our fighters. They 
were ordinary people whom the 
Taliban had arrested from the streets," ; 
Aref said. , ; 

The Taliban has accused Masood i 
ofusing similar tactics and the mutual i 
mistrust has led to snags in the swap ; 
process. • ; 

Masood's side has submitted toj^n^ 
Taliban a list of 650 militia prisdiniar^ j 
and asked the Taliban provide a list of 
the same number of their detained 
soldiers in order to resolve the prob- 
lem, Aref said. Apart from the listed 
650, there might be another 700 
Talibap fighters in the custody of 
Masood' s forces, Aref estimated. 

A Talilban official Thursday said^ 
that both sides had agreed to swap 
1,000 prisoners each in batches of ^ 
150 every day. ■ ' J 

Masood is seen as the last obstacle 
•to Taliban ambitions to gain control , 
of the whole country. The Islamic ■ 
militia now holds more than 80 per 
cent of Afghan territory. 

The TaBban suffered losses in a ; 
series of offensives against Masood ; 
in northeastern Afghanistan this | 
month. 



Masood asks Taliban to 
release Ismael Khan 



KABUL, Oct 31: Afghan opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood on Saturday asked the 
Taliban to rele^^ a former governor 
of western Herat province to allow a 
prisoner swap deal to go ahead. 

A spokesman for Masood said 
that if the Taliban wanted the 
exchange to go ahead they should 
free Ismael Khan, a prominent 
opposition commander and former 
governor of Herat. 

"We want Ismael Khan to be part 
of this process. We may not swap 
more than 300 prisoners if they do 
not agree to free Ismael Khan," 
spokesman Mohammed Aref said 



by satellite phone from the north- 
em Panjsher valley. 

He said Masood wanted the 
exchange to cover all prisoners held 
by the two sides. 

Ismael Khan has spent over a 
year in Taliban captivity. He was 
captured in northern Faryab in May 
last year. The most senior Taliban 
official held by Masood is Mulla 
Mujahid, a former acting defence 
minister in the Taliban administra- 
tion, Aref said. 

"We want them (Taliban) to 
release all our men and we will free 
Mulla Mujahid and all other Taliban 
in our custody," he said. — ^AFP 



§^^ed Shah 
Masood makes 
flying visit to Iran 



r_Cpmmand6r:of 
fn goyiernment Ahmad Shah 
^^ylaspod made a flying visit to Iran, 
reports Xinhua on Sunday. 
^^Masood arrived here Friday night 
p^lciftop Saturday after meeting sev- 
jfeiM lmriian officials, including Iran's 
Ipepial envoy on Afghan affairs Mo- 
^hammad Ali Taherian, the report said. 
- No details were available about 
Masbod's talks with Iranian officials, 
ttic daily said, but quoting an mformed 
ibiiyrC(5^: saym^ that "the talks were 
rlinjportant given the current develop- 
1^ in Afghanistan." 

to Tehran just one day 
pfbre' Iran was to launch military 
maneuvers, the biggest since Islamic 
^revolution in 1979, along the Afghan 
'*' ' lers. About 200,000 military per- 
nei ar^ taking part in the military 
S^iisesi, apparently flexing muscles 
* tfie:hos$ile Aighan Taliban regime. 
Observers There believe that 
^pod's ^sit to also be 

' to iwaps of prisoners of wars 
^^* oW) between his forces and the 
.rival Taliban militia, which have oc- 
gCUpicsd 90 percent of the country's 
territory. 

i^The Afi^an commander under the 
pousted government of President Bur- 
[lianuddin ^Rabbani has demanded to 
^wap^aU POWs with the Taliban, in- 
cluding Senior officials from both sides. 
p'Maso(5d's side has submitted the 
[talib^ alist of 650 POWs and asked 
i ttie Taliban to provide a similar list. 

Pakistani (fiplomat residing in Iran 
H^ld }Gnhua correspondent that sever- 
^ liimdreds of Taliban POWs are be- 
injl jailed in Mashhad, the capital of 
lran*s northeastern province Khoras- 
^y?":"'^ "*^; / : ■ 
^^e Taliban hasdemanded that Iran 
piease their POWs after 51 Iranian 
fti(Htagei& were set free during the past 
IffitioMivw^ of the U.N. 

jSccretfiJy General's special envoy on 
l^han affairsK^ 

ftrowever^ the arnbassador of Rabba- 
[M* s government to Tehran denied such 
i^aim, saying that the Afghan gov- 
iwiuhettt'does not need to keep the 
POWs m Iran. 
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Taliban declare 
Osama innocent 



By Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban on Friday declared Osma bin 
Laden — the alleged mastermind of 
terrorist activities agaiii^ the USA — 
as 'free of sin' and 'innocent' after 
the expiry of three week long iftqiiiry 
by the Supreme Court Chief Justice,, 
Mullah Noor Muhammad Saqib. 

The chief justice was quoted by a 
Taliban official as saying that no in-^ 
dividual or state had presented any 
evidence against bin Laden during 
his three-week of investigations into 
alleged terrorist activities against for- 
eign countries from Afghanistan's 
soil. "The case against bin Laden is 
closed and over. Without any evi- 
dence, he is a man without a sin. He 
is a free man", the Taliban official 
quoted him as saying. 

Saqib who flew from Kabul to 
Kanadahar after announcing the ver- 
dict said he had waited for too. long 
but the Americans which had in- 
dicted Laden had failed to produce 
any evidence against him. The illu- 
sive Saudi millionaire, who has been 



keeping low, since the US cruise mis- 
siles hit his suspected terrorist 
camps in Khost on August 21, is 
widely believed to be living in Kan- 
daharjuider high security. The Tal- 
iban cMnv'he has been asked to rfe-tf 

yfrain from indulging in any political 
or military activity from Afghanistan 
or issuing fatwas arid statements. His 
May; 16th, fatwa declaring a holy war 
against America and Israel for occu- 

-pying the holy lands had irked the 
Taliban. 

The Taliban supreme leader, Mul- 
lah Muhanunad Omar, had appointed 
Saqib the head of a commission on 
October 25 to collect evidence 
against Laden and deliver his verdict 
in accordance with the Shariah. The 
commission which was directed to 
give its verdict in two weeks was 
later given another week. The dead- 
line expired on Friday 

The BBC, meanwhile, quoted Tal- 
iban's foreign minister, Mullah 
Muhammad Hassan, as sajdng that 
the deadline for presenting evidence 

Continued on Pape 



Taliban declare Osama innocent 



Continued from Page 1 

against Laden had expired and that 
nobody would now have the right to 
ask for him. "No country or individual 
has come forward with evidence and 
nobody will have the right to ask for 
him now", he was quoted as saying. , 
The US accuse ttie dissident Saudi 
of being behind the bombing inci- 
dents in Kenya and Tanzania in Au- 
gust last which killed more than 250 
people. It also believes that Laden 
was involved in the two bombings 
against American military installa- 
tions in 1995 and 1996 which killed 
29 people. Saudi interior minister, 
however, denied last month that 
Osama bin Laden was not involved in 
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the two explosions 

Saudi Arabia suspended its diplo- 
matic relations with the Taliban after 
the^Saudi intelligence chief Price 
Turki al Faisal received a rud^ 'no' 
from Mullah Omar to Riyadh's re- 
quest for Laden's expulsion from 
"'Afghanistan.- 

Taliban's minister for culture and 
information. Mullah Amir Khan Mut- 
taqi, said in Kabul that they had ful- 
filled their responsibility by appoint- 
ing the commission inviting evidence 
against Laden. He said that the Saudi 
dissident had been asked to refrain 
from using Afghanistan's soil for po- 
litical or military activities against any 
foreign countries. "And he, has 
agreed", he said of Laden. 



Osama innocent, 
will remain our 
guest : Taliban 

KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban au- 
thorities said Friday that Osama bin 
Laden was innocent of all terrorist 
charges and that the dissident Saudi 
billionaire would remain a welcome 
guest in Afghanistan. 

Taliban spokesman Abdul Hai 
Mutmaen said the militia's Supreme 
Court had cleared bin Laden of US 
allegations that he was responsible 
for the August 7 bombings of two US 
embassies in east Africa, killing 224 
people. "Since we had set a deadline 
for evidence to be advanced to prove 
Osama' s involvement in the Kenya 
and Tanzania bombings, and since 
nobody was able to set forth any evi- 
dence ... he has been cleared," he told 
AFP "He can live in Afghanistan as c 
Muslim guest but the ban on his po- 
litical and military activities is still in 
force," Mutmaen said. 
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Probe into murder of 
UN official: Taliban 



KABUL (AFP) - A senior Taliban 
official Sunday said the militia was 
investigating two Pakistanis allegedly 
involved in the murder of a UN mili- 
tary official in Kabul. 

Qari Deen Mohammad, the 
Taliban's planning minister, told re- 
porters the 'Pakistani nationals had 
not yet confessed involvement in the 
August 21 killing. 

'It is hard to predict when the inves- 
tigations can produce a concrete re- 
sult,' the minister said. 

However he said the probe so far 
showed the two Pakistanis arrested 
by the Taliban in Kabul were unlikesly 
to be the main culprits. Colonel 
Carmile Calo of Italy was killed in 
Kabul on August 2 1 , hours after a US 
cruise missile attack on suspected ter- 
rorist camps in eastern Afghanistan. 

In protest against Calo's kilUng the 
UN pulled all its 5 1 international staff 
from Afghanistan. 

The planning minister last month 
signed a security agreement with the 
UN which commits the Taliban to 
providing 'satisfactory reports' to the 
UN on the probe into the murder of 
Calo and two other local staff, 
Mohammad Nasir Habibi and 
Mohammad Hashem Basharyar, 
killed earlier this year. 

Kandahar more powerful 
symbol of Taliban unity 

KANDAHAR (AFP) - Battle- 
scarred Kabul may be the national 
capital but for Afghanistan's Taliban 



militia, their base of Kandahar is a 
more powerful symbol of their unity 
and power. 

* Kandahar has great importance for 
us. Here lives our Amir (ruler) and it 
is the staging post for the victories of 
Islam,' says Taliban fighter Enyyat 
UUah. He describes the southern city 
as a * symbol of Pashtun unity and a 
fountainhead of Islamic rule in Af- 
ghanistan.' 

Similar sentiments are expressed 
by other members of the Islamic mi- 
litia, a force made up of religious stu- 
dents from the majority Pashtun commu- 
nity tbatemerged from Koranic schools 
here in November 1994. 

The Taliban now control 90 per 
cent of Afghanistan, applying an ul- 
tra-strict interpretation of Islamic 
Sharia law that is credited by some for 
restoring law and order but is equally 
condemned by others for its restric- 
tions on everyday life, notably against 
women. 

A retreating resistance force com- 
prising other ethnic groups continues 
to hold out against Taliban rule in the 
north of the country. 

Reclusive Taliban chief Mullah 
Mohammad Omar, who comes from 
the nearby village of Sanghisar, has 
made Kandahar his permanent seat. 

He lives in a castle which was once 
home to 17th-century ruler Ahmed 
Shah Abdali who united the 
Pashtuns, and only ventures out 
for Islamic festivals. 
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Taliban^ question 
Pakistanis in UN 
official's killing 

X KABUL, Nov 1 (NNI): Taliban are 
interrogating two Pakistanis into the 
killing over the killing of a UN official 
in Kabul in August which led to the 
withdrawal of all UN aid workers from 
the Afghan capital, a militia minister 
said on Sunday. 

Taliban' s Minister for Planning Qari 
Deen Mohammad, told reporters that 
an investigation is under way and it is 
difficult to say the probe might pro- 
duce substantial results because the 
t\yo Pakistani nationals denied charg- 
es of the shooting. 

An Italian U.N, Colonel, Carmine 
Calo, was killed and a French col- 
league was injured in an attack in Ka- 
bul on August 21 after U.S. cruise 
missile attacks on Saudi national Osa- 
ma Bin Laden. Deen Mohammad said 
the investigation was 20 percent com- 
plete and would be conducted under 
the Islamic Sharia law. "If proven that 
Pakistanis are guilty, the victim's fam- 
ily can sue them in the court," the 
minister said. 

The investigation was moving 
slowly partly because the Tajiban in- 
vestigating the case had no previous 
experience, he said. 

The UN pulled its foreign nationals 
out of Afghanistan where it had one 
of its biggest operations and only ne- 
gotiated a limited return after secur- 
ing security guarantees in talks with 
senior Taliban officials in Islamabad 
last month. The two sides struck a deal 
that bound Taliban to provide security 
to UN staff. 

The two Pakistanis have been un- 
der Taliban detention in its southern 
stronghold of Kandahar sinco^ the 
shooting. 

" Under the Islamabad Taliban-UN 
security agreement, the jrnilitia is 
supposed to provide satisfactory 
report to the UN oh investigations 
into the murders of three UN staff 
members and to provide formal ex- 
planations as to why two UN staff- 
ers are being held in detention in Ka- 
bul. 

Two other UN staffers were found 
dead in the eastern Afghan town of 
Jalalabad in July this year. 
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Mban allow 10 
foreign NGOs to 
resume work in Kabul 

KABUL: Afghanistan's Taliban au- 
thorities have allowed 10 western aid 
groups to resume operations in Kabul 
after they gave in to earlier Taliban 
demands, officials said Wednesday. 

Raz Mohammad, in-charge of the 
non-goverrunental organisations 
(NGOs) section in the planning min- 
istry, told reporters the aid groups 
had agreed to shift their location to 
the Pblytechnic compound, chosen by 
the Taliban authorities. 

Around 20 NGOs were expelled 
from Kabul in July after they refused 
a demand by the Islamic militia that 
they give up their offices and resi- 
dencies and move to the isolated and 
dilapidated polytechnic. 

"In their letters, they have agreed 
that they would go to the polytechnic" 
building, Raz Mohammad said. 

The aid groups who are already in 
Kabul can use their previous offices, 
but they also have to sign separate 
contracts with the polytechnic au- 
thorities to work out details including 
rent and duration of their stay, he 
said. 

The NGOs granted resumption 
permits include the German Agro-Ac- 
tion, the International Assistance Mis- 
sion, the Action Contra le Esdm, the 
Dutch Committee for Afghanistan, 
the Swedish Committee for 
Afghanistan, a Danish aid group 
DACAR, the German Peace Village 
and the Swiss Terre des Hommes. 

The Taliban official also explained 
German Agro-Action would soon start 
repairing one block in the bombed- 
out compound to be allotted to other 
NGOs. 

They said concern was growing 
among the aid groups they would 
face acute shortages of funds follow- 
ing a total aid ban by the EC which 
had been a key donor of assistance to 
the humanitarian operations in 
Afghanistan.— AFP 
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Taliban jailed for 
defacing Buddha 

KABUL: Armed Tahban soldiers 
have been deployed to protect 
Afghanistan's ancient statues of 
Buddha and a "miscreant" Tal- 
iban soldier who fired at the 
archeological treasures has been 
j^iiled, Mohammed Naeem Sufi, 
director of planning and foreign 
relations said Wednesday 

"We are trying to preserve 
our historical monuments," he 
! told the Associated Press in an in- 
! terview in the beleaguered capi- 
I tal. "It is not the policy of the TbQ- 
iban to destroy our cultural 
heritage." 

Sufi's comments followed re- 
ports that a 35-metre (105-foot) 
Buddha was damaged during a 
battle in September between the 
Taliban army and their Shiite 
Muslim enemies for control of 
Bamyan province, home to two 
giant buddha statues. A Taliban 
soldier, who wouldn't give his 
name, said that a Taliban fired a 
tank shell at the Buddha, but "it's 
ok." 

; While Sufi said the renegade 
soldier fired a handgun at the 
statue, several separate wit- 
nesses, who fled the fighting, said 
the damage to the statue was a 
gaping hole in the face and in the; 
groin are,a. "When the Taliban 
captured Bamyan, one of the mis- 
creants fu-ed his pistol at the stat- 
ues," said Sufi. "When the higher 
authorities learned about it he, 
was arrested and now we have, 
deployed guards to save the stat- 
ues." 

Two years ago front line Tal-; 
iban commanders threatened to ' 
destroy the statues, including a 
55 metre Buddha — the world's 
tallest standing Buddha.— AP 



12 bodies 
found in 
Kabul 

ISLAMABAD, Nov 14: The 
J Taliban said on Saturday they had 
I discovered 12 bodies of people 
allegedly executed by the Hizb-i- 
j Wahdat, the Afghan Islamic Press 
I (AIP) reported. 

i The AIP said the bodies had 
1 been dumped in the building of 
i the ministry of higher education in 
I the Kart-i-Chaar district of Kabul. 
I Hizb-i-Wahdat controlled the 
area until the militia swept into 
Kabul and also drove out forces 
loyal to former Afghan president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani more than 
two years ago, AIP quoted Maulvi 
Anwarul Haq Mujahid of the min- 
istry as saying. 

"What appears from bones of 
the bodies is that they were 
burnt," Mujahid said.— dpa 
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Afghan troubadour now 
sings for Taliban 



KANDAHAR: Once he sang of 
love and moonlit nights, in a voice 
so tender that audiences lolling oh. 
the customary bolsters would 
sweep their arms towards the stage 
and bend their heads in apprecia- 
tion. 

That was in the days of music. 
Nowadays, instruments are banned 
in Kandahar, as in most of 
Afghanistan, because the Taliban 
believe a mind drawn to beauty can 
easily wander into sin. 

And so while musicians fled or 
fell silent, one of Afghanistan's 
most popular practitioners of the 
ghazal became a songbird of the 
Taliban. 

Two years on, Naimatullah 
Kandahari — as is the custom for 
poets and singers, he has added the 
city of his birth to his name — has 
recorded more than a dozen cas- 
settes of the Pashtu-language mar- 
tial tunes that are practically the 
only form of music sanctioned by 
"''e Taliban. There are no concerts. 



By Suzanne Goldenberg 

> Album number 14 was released 
last mojith. It joins a galaxy of 
Taliban offerings on display in a 
tiny shop in Kandahar^ the south- 
em dty tl^at is the stronghold of the 
militia. All the cassettes were 
recorded locally, in the rather prim- 
itive conditions-of the shop-owner's 
home studio. 

None of the albums has a title, 
and buyers make their selection 
according to the singer. But it's easy 
to guess the content from cover 
designs whose central motif is 
invariably a photograph of some 
kind of armament: tanks, grenades, 
Kalashnikovs, jet fighters or anti- 
aircraft guns. 

Among the killing machines, 
NaimatuUah's sad eyes, the colour 
of bourbon, stare out from the 
racks. His is the only face to survive 
the Taliban ban against depictions 
of the human form. 

Now aged 35, Naimatullah began 
singing at the age of eight, and per- 
forming on the radio and at con- 



certs in India and Pakistan while 
still in his teens. His six regular 
accompanists now live in Pakistan. 
He visits them, not least because 
his albums give a measure of securi- 
ty to one whose very occupation is 
suspect for the Taliban but do not 
bring in enough to survive. 

So, during the cool winter months 
of the wedding season, Naimatullah 
spends two or three days a week in 
Pakistan, performing at weddings 
in Karachi, and Quetta, a city only 
six hours' drive from Kandahar. 

The Taliban know about his dou- 
ble life, N'aimatullah says, but they 
accept it because they know he can- 
not make do on his official earn- 
ings. 

He makes a flat fee of just Rs 
2,000 per recording. 

Naimatullah is grateful to have 
been allowed to stay in his home. 
His two children have died, but if 
he were to have a son, he would 
want him to be a singer too. — 
Dawn/The Guardian News Service. 



Afghanistan pull out 



KABUL: Dwindling finances and 
changing sports policies have forced 
Afghanistan to withdraw from the 
Asian Games to be held in Bangkok 
in December, officials from the ruling 
Taliban nulitia said Hiesday > 

Sports Minister Abdul Shokour 
Mutmaen told AFP the Taliban ad- 
ministration could not meet the ex- 
penses for its athletes to participate 
in the December 6-20 games, though 
it was able to pay for their plane tick- 
ets. 

"In view of the economic prob- 
lems, Afghanistan cannot send its 
sportsmen to the Asian Games, for 
the first time in history of the compe- 
tition," added Mutmaen. 



He also accused Thailand of not 
being a good host for its refusal to 
pay for accommodation and food of 
J the athletes.- 

"Traditionally, t;he hosts used to 
. open up a village where the athletes 
- could eat and stay free," said the min- 
ister, alleging Thailand was the first 
nation to break this tradition. 

The religious n^ilitia had intended 
to send 40 athletes to the games to 
compete in boxing, wrestling, karate, 
judo, taekwondo, athletics and cy- 
cling. "Our sportsmen are terribly dis- 
turbed for not being able to com- 
pete," Mutmaen said, also accusing 
the game authorities of discriminat- 
ing against the Taliban.— AFP 
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Shia leader Ustad 
Akbari reaches Kabul 
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Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Top Afghan Shia leadk 
Ustad Mohammad Akbari for the ^ 
first time reached Kabul Sunday 
after surrendering to the Taliban. - 

A Taliban leader, Syed Moham- 
mad Haqqani, said in Kabul that Ak- 
bari arrived with a 36-member dele- 
gation and was put up at the 
government-rim Intercontinental 
Hotel. He said MuUa Mohammad 
Kabir, an aide to acting Afghan pres- 
ident MuUa Mohammad Rabbani, 
held a meeting with Akbari and his 
colleagues and welcomed him in 
Kabul. 

Akbari had surrendered to Tal- 
iban in Wars district of Bamiyan 
province in central Afghanistan re- 
cently. This was seen as a m^jor po- 
litical and military gain for the Tal- 
iban because Akbari headed the 
breakaway faction of the Shia-based 
party, Hezb-i-Wahdat. The main- 
stream Hezb-i-Wahdat, which is pro- 



Iran, is led by Karim Khalili. 
^ According to the Peshawar-based 
Sahaar News Agency, the Taliban 
were planning to put up Akbari in 
the posh Wazir AkBar Khan locality 
in Kabul not only tp accord him re- 
spect ^but also to keep a watch on his 
movement. It said among Akbari's 
36 supporters accompanying him to 
Kabul were known persons like 
Ustad Ansari, Haji Lali, Ustad 
Shiua'ai, H^i Tahqeeqi, Ustad Ah- 
madi and Mohaqqiq. However, it 
added that this Mohaqqiq was not 
the one who is deputy head of Karim 
Khalili's Hezb-i-Wahdat and . is 
presently based in Iran. 

It may be mentioned that Akbari 
broke away from Khalili in 1994 and 
formed his own faction of Hezb-i- 
Wahdat. He later joined Prof 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's government 
in Kabul. His forces were often in- 
volved in clashes with Khalili's 
troops for control of Bamiyan 
province. 



Another rocket hits Kabul airport 



KABUL: A rocket slammed into the 
beleaguered capital at noon on 
Wednesday, but there were no imme- 
diate reports of casualties. The 
rocket, which hit near the combined 
military and civilian airport, was 
fired from positions north of the cap- 
ital where soldiers loyal to opposi- 
tion leader Ahmad Shah Masud are 
positioned. 

The battlefield, barely 20 kilome- 
tres north of the city, has been rela- 
tively quiet in recent weeks while 
much of the fighting has been re- 
stricted to the northern provinces of 
Kunduz and Takhar. There the oppo- 
sition soldiers are trying to push 
their Taliban rivals out of areas they 



have captured in recent months. 

Afghanistan's Taliban army, 
which rules 90 per cent of the coun- 
try, is trying to gain full control, 
while the northern-based alliance is 
fighting to preserve the 10 per cent 
of the area they control. 

Opposition soldiers said Taliban 
jet fijghters have been pounded their 
area killing civilians, a charge the re- 
ligious militia has denied. However, 
in recent weeks the opposition has 
been firing rockets at the airport in 
an apparent attempt to stop the air- 
craft from taking off. But so far there 
has been little damage to the airport 
as a result of the rockets, said a Tal- 
iban official.— AP 
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Has Taliban goyernment 



been 



: "ByAENlALkHAN 

^ PESHAWAR - The unexplained 
absence of Afghan President 
Mullah Mohammad Rabbani from 
Kabul is giving rise to all kinds of 
speculations. 

Romours are making the rounds 
in the war-battered Kabul city that 
Mullah Rabbani, president of the 
Taliban's interim authority and sec- 
ond-in-command to Mullah 
Mohammad Omer, has either been 
arrested five days back, or has fled 
Afghanistan. . 

The Taliban officials have, how- 
ever; confirmed his presence in 
Kandahar, and said Rabbani was 
there on account of "ill-health". 

According to reports confirmed 
by sources, Maulvi Abdul Kabir, 
the governor of Ningarhar and a 
deputy to MuUa Rabbani in Kabul, 
has taken over control of the gov- 
ernment. 

The Taliban officials in 
Kandahar dispelled the impression, 
however, that Mulla Rabbani had 
been dethroned, saying the presi- 
dent will take over his duties as 
soon as his health improves. 



Due to unresolved internal dif- 
ferences among the hardline stu- 
dent militia's leadership. Mullah 
Rabbani was being sidelined. 

His recent absence from Kabul 
comes on the heels of countryrwide 
arrests of elements stated to be in- 
volved in a conspiracy to stage a 
coup against the Taliban. 

When contacted by The Frontier 
Post, Abdul Ahad Jehangirwal, a 
Taliban spokesman in Kandahar, 
contradicted the reports of 
Rabbani 's arrest. ' ' / 

Jehangirwal added that due to 
his illness. Mullah Rabbani is curT - 
rently in Kandahar and asrSooi> as 
he recovered, he will assume hi5 
duties in Kabul. ' > 

On some important occasions 
recently, such as the Taliban's face- 
to-face talks with the opposition in 
Islamabad, and during their negoti- - 
ations with Lakhdar Brahimi, the 
UN special envoy for Afghanistan, 
Mulla Rabbani remained absent 
from the scene. 

On the other hand, said a source, 
Maulvi Abdul Kabir was being en- 
trusted with more and more powers 
by Mullah Omar. ; 



^ Although the differences among 
1 the Taliban leadership existed since 
: long, but these came to surface 
^ with great strength during US spe- 
{ eial envoy Bill Richardson's visit to 

Kabul. . 
i .During a meeting with 
I Richardson, Mullah Rabbani had 

• agreed to ceasefire. 

; The agreement was announced 

• by Richardson in Islamabad, bu( 
^ within hours of his disclosure some 
: Taliban spokesmen loyal to the 
J riiovement founder Mullah Omar, 
t disowned the agreement on Omer's 
[behalf: . ; 
^:r- More recently, the disrespectful 
; disarming of the Taliban comman- 
der Daduliah and his companions 
in Kabul is another incident indi- 
cating internal differences. 
Daduilah and companions were 
arrested for plotting a coup against 
the Taliban and conspiring to create 
law and order problem in the coun- 
try. 

Also, some prominent Taliban 
leaders, who were at the helm of af- 
fairs until recently and held impor- 
tant positions, have been sidelined 
and sent into isolation. 



Kabul airport hit by rockets 



KABUL: Opposition forces Saturday 
staged a series of rocket strikes on 
Kabul airport and claimed the cap- 
ture of a strategic border district 
from the Taliban militia in Kunduz 
province in far north Afghanistan. 

Residents of the Afghan capital 
shut their businesses and ran for 
cover as more than 20 rocljiets shook 
the city Saturday woundii;ig at least 
five people, witnesses said. • - ' 

It was the fiercest attack on- 
Kabul in recent months by the oppo-, 
sition forces loyal to former military t 
chief Ahmed Shah Masud. His sol- 
diers are positioned about 20 kilo- 
meters outside the city. 

Most rockets hit the combined 
military and civilian airport from 
where jet fighters of the Taliban mili- 
tia took off throughout the day The 
airport was sealed-off shortly after 
the assault, making it impossible to 
know the damage. 

Some rockets landed in civilian 
neighborhoods wounding at least 



five people and forcing the close of 
several markets, witnesses said. 

One man said he was on his way 
to the hospital to donate blood for 
his wife, who was to have surgery 
when the rocket landed and he was 
wounded. 

- Defense minister in the ousted 
goveri:iment of President Rabbani, 
Masud is the last opposition leader 
resisting. Mps^ other opposition 
^ ©"Oups have lieen routed by the Tal- 
iban in recent months. 

■ Oppositidn forces claimed they 
captured twb strategic districts in 
horthern Kunduz province on the 
frontier with the Central Asian state 
of Tjyikistan. 

"Our forces have now launched 
an attack from three sides on Kun- 
duz city," said opposition spokesman 
who identified himself as Abdullah. 

There was no independent coii- 
firmation of the opposition claim or 
any comment from the Taliban mili- 
tia. 



According to opposition reports 
Masud has now made substantial 
gauis across the Afghan side of the 
far north border with T^ikistan 
stretching from his supply base in 
Taloqan. 

. One analyst said Sher Khan Ban- 
der is highly important given its first 
class port facilities along the Amu 
River, and access bridge to Tsyikistan 
from where Masud can bolster sup- 
plies, 

; Independent confirmation was 
not immediately available while a 
Taliban spokesman said he was un- 
able to comment on the reports. 

Abdullah said the Taliban had 
also launched at least 12 aerial bom- 
bardments at Charikar, 64 kilome- 
tres north of Kabul and on Masud- 
held villages to the north of Kabul. 
But there were no unmediate reports 
of casualties, he added. However, 
fighting in Fkriyab province, which 
had been extensive late this week, 
had eased, Abdullah said.— AP/AFP 



FRONTIER POST 3 0 HO^ 1^% 

Afghan Support Group moot 

Taliban demand 
representation 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban 
have demanded their representation 
in the forthcoming meeting of the 
Afghan Support Group (ASG) to 
be held in Tokyo on December 7-8. 

*Taliban control more than 90 
per cent of the area, including capi- 
tal Kabul, and have the right to ap^ 
prise the world community of the 
miseries of Afghan nation," 
Taliban charge d'affairs in 
Islamabad Maulvi , Saeedur 
Rahman Haqqani said. \ 

The Afghan support group vv^ill 
review the current political, securi- 
ty situation and humanitarian assis- 
tance programmes in Afghanistan, 
UN officials said Sunday. About 
100 representatives from interna- 
tional organisations, NGOs and 
donor countries are expected to at- 
tend the ASG group meeting. 

Maulvi Wakil Ahmed 
Mutawakil, advisor to Taliban 
supreme leader Mulla Mohammad 
Omar, in his meeting with the UN 



officials in Islamabad Friday called 

for Taliban representation in the 
ASG meeting in the Japanese capi- 
tal. 

The group's meeting will also 
discuss the ongoing humanitarian 
assistance and condition for the re- 
turn of UN international staff to 
Afghanistan, needs and prospects 
for humanitarian assistance after 
the return of the international staft; 
natural disasters and anti-personnel 
mines, hundan rights, gender issues 
and drug trafficking. 

Status of "Afghanistan 1999 
Appeal" will also be discussed in 
the meeting, preparation for the 
docurnent is in final stages. 

The United Nations agencies are 
currently reviewing their project 
submissions and highlighting prior- 
ity activities. Advance copies will 
be shared with ASG participants 
before the Tokyo meeting. The ap- 
peal will be formally launched in 
Geneva on 16-17 December. 



Taliban deny differences 
between Rabbani, Omar 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: The Taliban have re- 
futed reports that their acting pres- 
ident Mulla Mohammad Rabbani 
had been sidelined after developing 
serious differences with supreme 
leader Mulla Mohammad Omar. 

Mulla Amir . Khan Muttaqi, 
Afghanistan's information and cul- 
ture minister and a senior Taliban 
leader, told the Peshawar-based Sa- 
haar News Agency in an interview 
that Mulla Rabbani had neither 
been removed from his office nor 
put under house arrest. He said 
Mulla Rabbani had gone to his na- 



tive Kandahar to fulfil certain per- 
sonal obligations and would be 
. back in Kabul soon. He reminded 
that similar propaganda was made 
in the past also about Mulla Rab- 
bani's differences with Mulla Omar. 

Muttaqi also disputed the con- 
tention of the anti-Taliban Northern 
Alliance that Saudi Arabia and West- 
• em countries had been enemies of 
' 18 million Afghans by the Taliban 
for the sake of an individual, i.e 
Osama Bin Laden. 

He said Bin Laden was given 
refuge in Afghanistan by the mu- 
jahideen goverrunent prior to the 
Taliban. 
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accommodate 



By Rahimullah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: In a significant move to 
make their government in 
Afghanistan broad-based, the Taliban 
Islamic Movement founder Mulla 
Mohammad Omar announced Sun- 
day that the three Shia leaders who 
recently declared support for the Tal- 
iban would be given official respon- 
sibilities. 

Mulla Wakil Ahmad Mutawakil, 
an aide to Mulla Omar, said in Kan- 
dahar . that Hezb-i-Wahdat head 
Ustad Mohammad Akbari, an impor- 
tant Shia military commander Kho- 
dadad Irfani and former Junbush-i- 
Milli Islami leader Nasim Mehdi 
would be accommodated in the Tal- 
iban-led Afghan government. 

However, he made it clear that 



the three ^d other opposition fig- 
ures swearing allegiance to the Tal- 
iban would be accommodated as in- 
dividuals and not as representatives 
of a political group. 

"We want to use their experience 
and knowledge to rebuild 
Afghanistan as we need men who 
can deliver," explained Mutawakil. 

It may be added that there is 
presently no ranking Shia in the 'M- 
iban administration. The Taliban 
captured the Shia heartland of 
Bamiyan in central Afghanistan in 
September and forced the main- 
stream Hezb-i-Wahdat leader Karim 
Khalili to flee to Iran. 

Earlier in August, they had cap- 
tured Mazar-i-Sharif, which was 
largely controlled by Hezb-i-Wahdat 
and a smaller Shia party, Harkat-i-Is- 
lami of Shaikh Asef Mohseni. 

Akbari, who broke away from 
Khalili in 1994 and formed his own 
faction of Hezb-i-Wahdat, surren- 
dered to the Taliban recently and trav- 
^ elted to Kabul to declare support to 
' %ie Talibai^W ' r *^ v. ^ ■ ' ^ 

Next Nasim Mehdi,' who in the 
past was a close aide to defeated 
Uzbek warlord Gen Abdul Rasheed 
Dostum, armounced that he was in 
the Taliban headquarters of Kandahar 
and was now loyal to the Taliban gov- 
ernment. Yei^terday, Irfani broke his 
silence in Ghazni and declared that he 
had unconditionally joined hands with 
the Taliban. 

These public pronouncements of 
support for the Taliban by prominent 
opposition figures is quite an achieve- 
ment for the Taliban, especially as it 
has come at a time when they are fac- 
ing renewed military pressure on 
their position in Northern Afghanistan 
by Ahmad Shah Masud and other op- 
position commanders. 
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Iran gives 
illegal Afghan 
refugees three 
weeks to leave 

TEHRAN, Oct 31: Iran said on 
Saturday it had given hundreds of 
thousands of illegal Afghan 
refugees three weeks to leave the 
country. 

Interior ministry official Hassan- 
Ali Ebrahimi said the'Afghans 
must report to the ministry by Nov 
21 and the government would then 
issue exit permits in Mashhad, in 
Khorasdn province which borders 
Afghanistan. 

Returning refugees will each be 
given 40 dollars, a blanket and 50 
kilos of wheat for their journey 
home and as an incentive to return. 

Iran has sheltered around two 
million Afghan refugees. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Afghans are believed to have 
entered and live in Iran illegally. 
They are scattered across the coun- 
try, many working menial and low- 
paid jobs in big cities, particularly 
Tehran. 

After the collapse of the commu- 
nist regime in Kabul in 1992, 
Iranian authorities, battling chron- 
ic unemployment, tried to repatri- 
ate over one million Afghans. 

Iran recently sealed its border 
with Afghanistan in an effort to 
curb the flow of more refugees and 
in recent weeks, police have round- 
ed up Afghans without valid resi- 
dency papers in Tehran and 
Mashhad.— AFP 
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Afghan refugees 
being forced to 
leave Iran: report 

ISLAMABAD: After the stand-off with 
Mghanistan, Iran has started pushing 
the Iran-based Afghan refugees into 
Afghanistan and hundreds of them 
have returned to their homes.' 

Quoting Iranian interior minister, 
the BBC said that hundreds of thou- , 
sands of Afghan refugees were being 
provided three weeks time to return 
to their country. 

Six hundred and fifty Afghan 
refugees families have returned to 
Afghanistan within few weeks, said 
the radio. Afghan refugees told 
UNHGR that they were' returning «to 
their ^country because •they twere^not 
feeliftg tfCtttttlttiic^Jr aiid tlij^^lcally 
secure in Iran. 

They further said that they were 
facing increasing hatred from the 
local people and pressure from the 
Iranian government, that is why they 
were compelled to return to their 
country. The number of Afghan 
refugees who had been forced to go 
to their country reached up to 8,000 
at the start of this year. —APP 




Kabul protests refugees' expulsion 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Mulla Saeedur Rafiman 
Haqqani, Afghanistan's ai^bassador 
in Pakistan, has said his government 
had lodged formal complaints With 
the United Nations against the ba,- 
rassment of Afghan reftig^jB^ inJcjpa^ 
He told The News Wedriesdky that 
letters were delivered in Islamabad to, 
the UNHCR and UNSMA offices to 
complain that Iran's decision expel 



Afghan refugees was in violation of 
. the rights of refugees. "Even today, 
we received information that scores 
of Afghan refugees were arrested in 
Shiraz, Isfahan and other Iranian 
citiesi A prison near Saranan is over- 
flowing with the refugees," he alleged. 
;,-f ' Haqqani argued that 150,000 
/ Afghan refugees are being expelled 
on the eve of the harsh Afghan winter 
when almost all returnees have no 
shelter and nowhere to go. 
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By oi|r correspondent 

HARIPUR: A delegation of Afghan 
refugees woUld call on Nawaz Sharif 
on Monday tb discuss with him local 
administration's decision to wind up 
their business in Haripur. 

This wasidisclosed by one of they 
delegates wBile talking to the news- 
men here oi Sunday evening. The 
team would |e led by Afghan ambas- 
sador in Islamabad Maulvi Saeed-ur- 
Rehman Ha<iani. 

A few daj^s ago the local adminis- 
tration ordered all the Afghan 
traders in f&ripur to wind up their 
business witjiin a couple of days and 
remain in their camps. This decision 
caused rippjes among the refugees 



dealing in crockery, clothes, elec- 
tronics, landa', fruit and vegetable 
business who contacted the commis* 
sionerate of refugees in Peshawar 
and Afghan ambassador in Islam- 
abad. 

^ ^'^cording to one , of the refugees 

who is ajsc^going to meet the Prime ^ ' 
Minister for apprising him of the fac< i 

N^tual position and grievances on the 
part of refugees neither the provin- 
cial goveminent nor the federal gov- 
ernment issued such directives and 
in the absence of any such order 
from higher authorities this move of . 
local administration looked surpris- 
ing and purely on the instigation of 
vested interests, he claimed. "Be- 
cause we are selUng everything and 



winding 
Nawaz 



offering cheaper rates than the other 
businessmen, we are being punished 
on the instigation of some business 
tycoons," claimed one of the shop- 
keepers. 

When the attention of refugee, 
who did not want to be named, was 
drawn towards the escalating rates 
of crimes being committed by the 
Afghan refugees, he conceded that 
there were some people involved in 
criminal activities but questioned as 
to who was aiding these criminals. 
He also said that by restricting the 
refugees to their camps the adnidnis- 
tration would not achieve the desired 
results, and added, the unemployed 
refugees would indulge in more such 
activities for their survival. 



AMians asked to !wind 



/ 



X, 



By our correspondent 



HARIPUR: In a surpi-ise i]iove, local 
administration has asked /the 
Afghan refugees to wind up their 
business in Haripur city and vacate 
as soon as possible. 

Sources said the district admin- 
istration received directives from 
the provincial government to put an 
immediate end to the business ac- 
tivities of Afghan refugees in 
Haripur. The directive asked 
refugees to remain restricted to the 
camps till further orders. 



\ 



Eyewitnesses said a local magis- 
^trate on Wednesday visited shops 
run by the Afghans and asked them 
to vacate their shops immediately 

Meanwhile, local police on 
Wednesday filed a case against two 
persons for the reported sexual mo- 
lestation of a poor teenage girl 

Sixteen-year-old girl alleged that 
she was picked up by two persons 
from Haripur and taken to Balochis- 
tan where she was kept for five 
months. . ' <v - 

She was molested in their cap- 
tivity, leading to her pregnancy 
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Another Afghan found 
dead mysteriously 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Mohammad 
Hasham Khan Paktayanee became a 
new victim who lost his life at the 
hands of unidentified culprits and no 
one is ready to take responsibility. No 
one from Pakistan or United Nations 
was willing to confess failure ii? this 
respect The niysterious murders 6(±t 
peace-loving and patriotic Afghahs^ 
started when the personnel of secret 
agencies from Pakistan initiated stops 
for assembling of the jehadic leaders 
on one forum' in early 80*s, From the 
murder of ex- Afghan President Dr 
NajibuUah and his younger brother 
Shahpur Ahmadzai, on the first day 
of Taliban's entry into Kabul, the proc- 
ess is still on. 

From September 1996 till Novem- 
ber 2, 1998 last a large number of Af- 
ghan elders including those who have 
contributed in what it called the he- 



roic Islamic jehad have been gunned 

down. - i - 

Although Hasham Khan Paktyanee 

was the first cousin of late Afghan 
President Dr Najibullah, he never took 
part in political actiyities. He remained 
one amoi^g the active Afghan joumal- 

^ists and l^sides serving a number of 
newspapers and niagazine?, he rei- 
mained as Raee^XcMef) of Kabul Tel- 
evision, iKabul Radio and even 

" reached tHe mostatttactive office Di^ 
rector General of Afghanistan Infor- 
mation and Cultural Department 

No one. was aware about presence 
of Mohariimad Hasham Khan in 
Peshawar fix)m April 1992 till Septem- 
ber 1996 but when ex-Afghan Presir j 
dent and founder of the.Nationid Rec- ; 
onciliation Policy Dr Najibullah and • 
his -younger brother Shahpuc^ 
Ahmadzai were brutally murdered by ; 
still unknown culprits, he was. y 
emerged as a popular person. ^ 



Hundreds of fi-esh 
.Afghan reJfuk<^es 
arrive in Chitral 

" * . ■ ' ' ' , 

By our correspondent 



CHITRAL: Huhdreds of new Afghan 
refugees have arrived in Chitral and 
many of them have been leaving 
down-country due to harsh economic 
realities in northern Afghanistan. 

The arrival of the refi^ees gained 
momentum during the last week of 
October as there was shortage of es- 
sential commodities after the Ta,l- 
iban's capture of different strategic 
towns. The erisuing winter is also a 
mgtfor contributor. , 

A group of six refugees from Kun- 
doz told this correspondent that peo- 
ple of many areas were facing starva- 
tion and many of them would die if 
inmiediate relief was not made avail- 
able to them. . 



' Afghan camps 
hunting 
ground for 
human organs 

By Ahmad Hassan 



PESHAWAR, Nov 11: An 
American human rights organisa- 
tion has claimed that extraction of 
human organs, mainly kidneys 
from refugee children, is rampant 
in the Afghan refugee camps in 
Peshawar. Moreover, it says, 
Afghan children of eight or nine 
years of age are subjected to sexu- 
al violence, are beaten up and 
forced into child laboiu:. Girls of up 
to 10 years of age are bound in 
wedlock against heavy dowers, the 
organisation's report says. 

The report alleges that not only 
the local police but also officials of 
Afghan refugees commissionerate 
are involved in these coercive and 
criminal acts. 

It is learnt that a three-member 
delegation of the Washington- 
based 'Women Alliance for Peace 
and Hiunan Rrights' paid a visit to 
the NWFP a few months back. The 
UNHCR provided guidance and 
hospitality to the delegation which 
! visited various Afghan refugee 
camps in and around Peshawar 
and obtained information about 
1 the state of affairs obtaining there. 
' They used other sources of infor- 
mations as well, 
i The organisation prepared a 
I detailed report following this exer- 
cise in which horrific disclosures of 
I sexual violence against and gross 
i maltreatment of were made. Their 
■ report claims that the arrest arid 
unlawful detention of Afghan chil- 
dren and elders is routine affair. 
The report has been sent to the 
provincial home department which 
has sought explanation from the 
concerned agencies, the sources 
said. 
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Afghan refugees facing 
police victimisation 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - The jackal's evil fate 
drives him towards the city. This prov- 
erb fixes on Afghans who as a result 
of in-fighting in their motherland are 
compelled to take shelter and become 
ahead with Peshawar Police which is 
known for misuse of powers and har- 
assing helpless and innocent people. 

Adeast two incidents in the last few 
days, proves such immoral, inhuman 
and unethical attitude of the Peshawar 
police towards the helpless and war 
affected Afghan families in Peshawar. 
Even the Peshawar police is being - 
patronised by some of the so-called 
newsmen who are involved in mis-re- 
porting just for their own lust and- 
vested interests. 

The first incident registered in the 
jurisdiction of Faqirabad Police Sta- 
tion where a highly educated family 
was charged for what the police al- 
leges involvement in inhuman and 
unethical acts. The police made the 
grounds for such allegations a re- 
port published in a national news- 
paper. However, no one from the 
newspaper concerned were aware that 
how such a report was published and 
who compiled it. In the light of such 
reports, a Head Constable along with 
his subordinates conducted a raid 
and he was unable to arrest the 
residents of the house when they 
introduced themselves. Later on 
the matter was filed when some 
high ranking police authorities 
were approached. 

The second incident on Saturday last 
was registered in the boundary of Gul 
Bahar Police Station where an Afghan 
widow along with her two young 
daughters and a son were arrested on 



the charges of prostitution from their 
rented home in Qadra Abad area and 
arrested the male accused from an- 
other locality Phando Road in Shah 
Dand area. The widow, 55 told the 
mediamen that she along with her 
daughters were on fastening and they 
were busy to prepare iftar when the 
policemen without any warrants ar- 
rested them. All of them were boarded 
in the police pick up and shifted to 
police station where they were photo- 
graph with other males who were al- 
ready in police lock up. 

^(Surprisingly, all male accused be- 
long to a same locality Phando Road 
and all female belongs to the same 
house in Qadar Abad. But the custo- 
' dians of law enforcing/agencieJ> have 
materialised their unknown purposes 
with showing their arrest from the 
same house which according to them 
is the den of prostitution. 

It is not among the helpless Afghan 
families who are being facing such 
inhuman attitude of Peshawar police. 
This trend is in progress since a long 
against the Afghans and not only po- 
licemen but even those civil, intelli- 
gence and others have contributed a 
lot in harassment of Afghan families 
and subjected them to inhuman treat- 
ment. 

Although SSP Malik Saad was una- 
ware of the whole process and said, "I 
just came to know through newspa- 
per reports." He ordered an inquiry 
into the issue. But all of the arrested 
people have been produced before 
Duty Magistrate Mr. Sharif Ahmad on 
Sunday where he ordered to release 
all of the accused on bail. It was yet to 
be confirmed that whether police 
claim was right or wrong but so far 
the magistrate proved it wrong and 



responsibility rests with sincere police 
high ups to take notice wrong-doings 
of their subordinates who were utilis- 
ing their official powers just for their 
vested interests. 

Since long the Afghans respecting 
and commemorating the^ 
unprecedental hospitality extended to 
them by Pakistani people but they are 
unhappy of the police forces. A Den- 
mark based Pushto-Darri newspaper 
in its each and every issue struggling 
to divert attentions of the UNO, Ol(X' 
Amnesty International and other iir-, 
temational organisation to inhuman 
and unethical attitude of the NWFP 
police with the war displaced Afghans, 
in all over the province. All such glo- 
bal organisations yet to take a notice 
of these brutal acts being committed 
against helpless and homeless Af- 
ghans. 

No doubt to mention that there may 
be some criminal and anti-social ele- 
ments in the 1.2 million Afghaif 
population, settled in NWFP and* 
adjoining tribal areas. But there is,, 
no justification for the police td/ 
victimise the decent and civilised^ 
Afghans. Even highly educated' 
and respectable Afghans have time, 
and again made such complaints, 
against the police, intelligence and, 
civil authorities. [/. 

While in fact, some of the police-* 
men who are known for involvemenk 
in corruption and malpractices, pat-v' 
ronising those Afghan nationals who^, 
are involved in criminal and other anti-' 
social acts. A large number of affected 
Afghans have called upon the Prime" 
Minister, Chief Minister and Inspec- 
tor General of Police to take a notice 
of inhuman and immoral attitude of 
the policemen with them. 
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Paintings by Afghan 
children appreciated 



Bureau Report^ 




|pR officials on FYi- 
reness aboift^fidS*^ 
tion was increasing in the Afghan 
girls living in refugee camps as well 
as urban centres of Frontier province. 

"I was moved l^y the presentation 
of the Afghan girls^ibout her country 
and am pleased that she is in school," 
remarked Marie France Sevestre, the 
new head of UNHCR sub-office Pe- 
shawar. She was referring to the 
speech of an Afghan girl student, 
Zarifa of Bibi Maryam School 
Nasirbagh Refugee Camp while 
speaking at the painting exhibition of 
Afghan children. * 
UNHCR Community Services Of- 
ficer, Wm Lillesaar while appreciat- 
ing the work of the school students 
put on display said that these children 
were the future of Afghanistan who 
need to be encouraged to bring the 
best of themselves to open. "If we get 
funding, the community services 
wing can provide skill and education 
to the teenagers in the camps," said 
the officer. The encouraging factor, 
she said that the request for educa- 
tion was increasing in girl children. 

About the paintings, she said that 
several NGOs and organisations have 
agreed to use some of the paintings 
as seasonal greeting cards on the 
forthcoming Christmas and Eid. She 
said though, NGOs and Afghan 
Refugees Commissionerate was ex- 
tending services in health and educa- 



■JiPOr^tl^^piilWy level to refugees 
living in camps, nothing was being of- , 
fered to the urban refiigees. 

•^^•^^Wrmr^Zartftfi^^Ww^aMS^' w^^ 
poems in Pashto, Dari and English 
not only broke into tears herself dur- 
ing her emotional speech but moved 
almost the entire, audience as well. 
"Every thing and ev6ry development 
taking place in Afghanistan make me 
cry. We want peace in the whole 
world, specially in Afghanistan," said 
Zarifa. She called upon the world 
com^nunity to take practical steps for 
restoration of peace and putting an 
end to the^ongoing genocide in her 

!homeland. | - - . 

"We doii't want^food and other 

' material assistance but need peace. 
We want education to help our coun- 
try Look that countries which won in- 
dependence after Afghanistan are far 
developed than us," said the girl stu- 
dent. She said Afghanistan was his- 
torically and culturally richer than 
others and its people could rebuild 
their country provided peace and civil 
liberties were guaranteed to them. 
"The foreigners should not visit our 
schools and camps if they cannot 
help in restoration of peace. We are 
not animals to express sympathies 
with us. Such foreigners hurt our feel- 
ings when they say, oh, it is very bad. 
This is against our national pride," 
said Zarifa overtaken by emotions. A 
number of students from ILM, Bibi 
Maryam and International School of 
Peshawar deliver speeches. 




Afghan commander injured, 
guard killed in 

%. ..." 

QUETTA: Some, ynloipvpi^ ^ 
shot at and seriously iryured a 
prominent commander of Hizb-e-Is- 
lanii (HikmatyE^: grbup) Sarkatib'' 
near Mastung, some 50 km off Here > ^ 
on Wednesday. However, the guard ' 
of Sarkatib died in the attack.^ ^ 

He was the Miyahideen comman- 
der of Afghanistan's southern 
province of Kandhar until the Tal- 
iban captured the area. He had 
shifted to Pakistan and was residing 
in killi Ghousabad (district Mas- 
tung). He was taking his meal Tues- 



day night af hls^'horr\e when the as- 
sailants, Iq!i0cke4^^^ 

as his gufitfcl Mohj^n^ Q?^p 
out the^aissailani^ 'Opened fire with 
automate weapons killing him op 
'the'Spbtv.,. 

Hearing ttie shots, Sarkitib fol- 
lowed his guard to enquire as to 
what was happening, the armed at- 
tackers also fired at him ii\juring him 
seriously and fled from the scene. 

Sarkatib was shifted to Civil Hos- 
pital Quetta where his condition was 
stated to be out of danger.— APP 
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Sunday Times r eport. 

Taliban militia 
massacred 8,000 
people in Mazar 



By Our Staff Correspondent 



LONDON, Nov 1; The Times on 
Smiday published a detailed eye- 
witness accounts of, what it 
claimed, massacre of 8,000 people 
by the Tali6ans in Afghanistan 
when they captured the northern 
Afghan city of Mazar-i-Sharif in 
August last. 

Quoting the testimony, compiled 
by international observers and 
handed to Western diplomats in 
Pakistan, the newspaper said that 
hundreds of people were packed in 
containers where they were suffo- 
cated when the doors were locked 
in searing midday heat. 

"Men, women and children were 
shot in their homes, on the streets, 
and hospital patients were mur- 
dered in their beds". 

"Statements made available to 
The Sunday Times describe a cam- 
paign of slaughter directed against 
Shia Muslim minority, the Hazara," 
it said. 

The newspaper said that the 
claims of witnesses have been sup- 
ported by the influential American 
group. Human Rights Watch, which 
is due to reveal its own findings on 
the massacre on Sunday and will 
call on the United Nations to inves- 
tigate what it describes as "one of 
the single worst examples of 
killings of civilians in Afghanistan's 
20-year war." 

"The detailed evidence of the 
Taliban atrocities will embarrass 
Western policy-makers who still 
see the fundamentalists as useful 
players in a modem great game to 
keep Iranian and Russian influence 
out of Afghanistan and to ensure 
that the huge oil and gas riches of 
central Asia remain a prize for 
Western multinationals," the news- 
paper said. 

Quoting unnamed witnesses, the 
newspaper said that the Taliban 
fighters swept through the city of 



Mazar-i-Sharif firing heavy 
machine-guns mounted on pick-up 
trucks. One unnamed man 
described how the streets were cov- 
ered with bodies and blood. He also 
claimed that the Talibans forbade 
anyone to bury these corpses for six 
days. 

The paper has quoted "ntunerous 
unnamed witnesses", saying that 
on the second day of the capture, 
the Taliban began house- to-house 
search for Hazara men, who are 
easy to be recognised by their 
Mongols features. 

Another unnamed witness, who 
gave testimony, said that the victims 
were shot in the head, the chest and 
the testicles. "Others had been 
slaughtered in what he (witness) 
called *the hiilal way' — by having 
their throats slit," the paper said. 
; The paper quoted another 
unnamed witness as claiming that 
men not murdered on the spot were 
herded into containers after being 
badly beaten. "He (the unnamed 
witness) saw the doors opened on a 
container after all the men inside 
had died from suffocation". 

The witness also testified that 
some containers were filled with 
children who were taken to an 
unknowh destination after their 
parents had been killed. 

"Human Rights Watch has 
obtained gruesome confirmation of 
the Taliban's penchant for death by 
container. It quotes a man who was 
detained by the militia and saw con- 
tainer trucks filled with victims 
leaving the Mazar-i-Sharif jail sever- 
al times every day", the paper said. 
"Once he watched as the Taliban 
opened the container doors to find 
three prisoners alive and about 300 
dead. The Taliban drove the trucks 
to a desert site known as Dasht-i- 
Leili and ordered porters to dump 
the cargo of corpses in the sands." 
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UN report says 
Taliban killed 
SyOOO in Mazar 

Militia denies charge 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
1 A UN report on Thursday gave 
grisly details of qlleged Taliban 
massacres carried out in the 
?.llbr th ern c i ty p f M azar- i - S h a ri f 
r^ha t may hav<*v lef t up to 8,000 
} ppople dead.. 

The report' by UN special rap- 
porteur for' human rights on 
Afghanistan Choong-Hyun Pak 
( provided the most detailed ac- 
f count so far of what is being 
(ix:alled an August "killing fren- 
' zy" by the Islamic militia direct- 
ed mainly against the Hazara 
i Shiite minority. 

The rapporteur based his re- 
port on reliable witness ac- 
, counts. He did not visit (he site 
|of the killings because of the se- 
curity situation. 

He also confirmed that 10 
Iranian diplomats and an Iranian 
journalist were killed on the first 
^ day of the Taliban capture of the 
l^ppositioq stronghold on August 

;5 Their bodies, which have 
since been repatriated, remained 
in the Iranian consulate for two 
days before being buried in a 

; mass grave at a giris' high 
school. 

p The Taliban allegedly targeted 
;di3tncts inhabited by the Hazara, 
[ who had fought against the 
Islamic militia in May 1997 dur- 
ing their eariier attempt to cap- 
j. ture the city. 

The report said that on August 
: 8 and 9, "some of the persons 
who were killed were shot three 
times (twice in the head and 
, once in the chest, or, once in the 
head, once in the chest and once 
■ in the groin), and then had their 
throats slit." 

, "All killings were seen as sys- 
tematic, planned, and very well 
organized," the report said. 

According to the report, ap- 
proximately 3,000 Hazaras were 
summarily executed in their 
.homes or in the street in the first 
^^ix days after the Taliban 
^takeover. 

H The estimated total number of 
killings so far ranges between 

; 5,000 and 8,000, the report said. 

' The Taliban, in a response 
published with the report, de- 

' nounced the findings as baseless. 
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WFP protests 
to Kabul 
over loss 
of food 

By Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD, Nov 6: The United 
Nation World Food Programme 
(UNVVFP) has protested to Afghan 
Charge d'Affaires in Pakistan 
Saidur Rehman Haqani over the 
disappearance of 1500 metric tons 
of food aid from WFP warehouses 
located in Bamiyan and 
Yakawalang provinces in central 
Afghanistan. 

The WFP has also disclosed that 
three WFP pick up trucks and 
three other trucks parked in 
WFP's Bamiyan compound were 
also missing. A fourth truck was 
cannibaUzed for its parts. 

The WFP also protested to 
envoy that its offices in Bamiyan 
and Yakawalang have been occu- 
pied by the Taliban forces. 

The WFP Islamabad office said 
the losses were confirmed follow- 
ing the stock taking recently 
when fighting came to a halt in the 
area. 

It said "the food, mostly wheat, 
with tons of high energy BPS bis- 
cuits had been repositioned for an 
anticipated emergency situation in 
the region this winter." 

Giving the brief background of 
the wheat stock, the press release 
said the WFP brought most of the 
wheat from Uzbekistan probing 
routes which were often blocked 
or hostile due to errant military 
commanders. " Some food was 
arranged by swaps with farmers in 
other areas. And some came on 
convoys from Kabul after months 
of negotiations with the Taliban 
for road clearance through front 
lines". 

The WFP has demanded that 
Tahban authorities return the food 
stocks and other assets. 
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'No progress oh 
Afghanistan till Pak, 
Iran cpoperation' 

UNITED NATIONS: No prxogress 
can be made in resolving the Afghan 
conflict until Afghanistan's neigh- 
bours, Iran and Pakistan, decide to 
cooperate, the UN special represen- 
tative said Thursday. ' 

"They have more influence than 
everybody else, and more responsi- 
bility than everybody else, and their 
cooperation is really needed," 
Lakhdar Brahimi, who has just re- 
turned from the region, told re- 
porters. 

Brahimi the UN's special rep- 
resentative for Afghanistan — ex- 
pressed pessimism about peace 
prospects in the "Six plus Two" 
framework. 

He told the UN Security Council 
on Wednesday that the Six plus Two 
meetings had so far only attained 
limited and very disappointing re- 
sults. 

The group includes Afghanistan's 
neighbours China, Iran, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbek- 
istan (the "six"), as well as the 
United States and Russia. 

Brahimi stressed. Thursday that 
the Six plus Two formula could only 
work if all eight countries spoke with 
a single voice.— AFP 
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WFP protests 
Taliban seizure 
of food, trucks 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The 
UN World Food Programme 
(WFP) has sent the Taliban a 
"strong" protest over the disap- 
pearance of its food stocks and 
the takeover of WFP olTices in 
central Afghanistan, the ai^ency 
said Thursday. 

A WFP statement here said 
1,500 metric tons of food aid had 
disappeared from the agency's 
warehouses in Bamiyan and 
Yakawlang and its offices there 
had been "occupied" by Taliban 
authorities. 

Six WFP trucks were also 
missing from the WFP compound 
in Bamiyan, the agency said. 

The food, mostly wheat and 
biscuits, had been stored for an 
anticipated emergency in the re- 
gion in the winter season, the 
statement said. 

The losses were confirmed fol- 
lowing the recent lighting in the 
area during which "the Taliban 
military forces took control of 
Bamiyan and Yakawlang in the 
Hazarajat region, it said. 
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UN proposes human rights 
monitors for Afghanistan 



UNITED NATIONS, Nov 5: UN 
special representative Lakhdar 
Brahimi on Wednesday appealed 
to the United Nations Security 
Council to back a proposal to 
deploy human rights monitors in 
Afghanistan. 

Mr Brahimi told a closed-door 
council meeting that the UN want- 
ed to deploy a group 20 of human 
rights monitors in Afghanistan as a 
preventive measure "to protect the 
living." 



He appealed to council members 
for political support and also for 
financial backing for the proposed 
group. 

US charge d'affaires Peter 
Burleigh, whose country holds the 
council presidency throughout 
November, told reporters after the 
meeting that council members 
"noted" the proposal. 

Western diplomats said council 
members intended to consider the 
proposal. — ^AFP 
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5,000 massacred by Taliban 
in Mazar-e-Sharif: UN report 



UNITED NATIONS: A UN report al- 
leges 4,000 to 5,000 people — many 
of them minorities, women and chil- 
dren — were killed after 
Afghanistan's Taliban warriors took 
over a northern city in August. 

The report from the UN commis- 
sion on human rights details mass 
killings of civilians in Mazar-e-Sharif, 
including executions, torture and 
mass suffocation of people crammed 
into metal containers left to simmer 
in the summer sun. 

The^Taliban rqected the report as 
"imaginary," and said its author — 
who didn't visit the country for secu- 
rity reasons and based his claims on 
"reliable sources" — hadn't verified 
any of the claims he had received. 

The accusations "are simply a vast 
propaganda which only provokes 
baseless prejudices and brainwashes 
the people," the Tafiban said in a 
reply contained in the report. 

The city of Mazar-e-Sharif had 
been a stronghold of the northern al- 
liance opposed to the Taliban, which 
has conquered roughly 90 per cent of 
the Central Asian nation and installed 
its strict brand of Islamic rule that for- 
bids women from working outside the 
home. 

The Taliban took over the city on 
Aug. 8, and the slayings of Iranian 
diplomats by Taliban soldiers during 
the capture prompted Tehran to beef 
up its militaiy presence along the bor- 



der and threaten military retaliation. 

In the first week of the Taliban of- 
fensive, hundreds of people were' 
summarily, executed on the streets of 
the city or inside their homes, ac- 
cording to the report. 

Still others were tortured tq death- 
one survivor had his fingernails torn 
out. Others were repeatedly beaten 
with steel cables. 

Many people suffocated after 
being crowded into nietal containers 
and transported to another city for 
questioning, the report said. 

"One witness saw the opening x)f 
three containers carrying 120 per- 
sons, of whom only three had "sur- 
vived the trip to Shebergan," 80 miles 
(125 kilometres) west of Mazar-e- 
Sharif, the report said. 

The United Nations has persis- 
tently criticised the Taliban's 

human rights record, but the de- 
tails from the August nuissacres went 
far beyond the traditional UN com- 
plaints about the Taliban's restrictive 
treatment of women and girls. 

The report's author, special rap- 
porteur Choong Hyun Paik, said he 
was "horrified by the latest reports 
from Afghanistan, which are pro- 
foundly disturbing and indicate a 
worsening pattern of grave human 
rights violations." 

The scale of violations warrants 
the urgent attention of the world 
community, he said in urging a more 



thorough investigation of the slay- 
ings. 

The UN envoy for Afghanistan, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, asked the Security 
Council to approve sending human 
rights monitors for Afghanistan to en- 
sure that other massacres are pre- 
vented. 

The Taliban has agreed to an in- 
vestigation of the massacres, but 
Brahimi told reporters Thursday that 
the United Nations is awaiting secu- 
rity guarantees. 

liie bulk of those slain in Mazar- 
e-Sharif — an estimated 3,000 people 
— belonged to. the minority Hazara 
group. Surviving Hazaras, who are 
Shiite Mushms like most Iranians, 
were warned to practise the Sunni 
Muslim tradition of the Taliban if they 
wanted to survive, the report said. 

The report also detailed massacres 
of about 1,800 people carried out 
during the Taliban takeover of central 
Bamiyan province and surrounding 
areas, which also contain large Haz- 
ara communities. 

"The pattern of the killings ob- 
served showed that men, women and 
male children were shot, while bab> 
girls were kicked or beaten to death,*" 
3ie report said. 

Brahimi recently visited the region 
a[nd eased tensions between Iran and 
Afghanistan by securing the release ol 
26 Iranians in detention since th( 
takeover of Mazar-e-Sharif.— AP 
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WFP sends mission 
to Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - A team led by 
national staff of the United Nations 
World Food Programnie left Kabul 
Friday bound for the Hazarajat and 
Bamyan in Central Afghanistan where 
they will assess the food supply and 
security situation in order to 
recommend possible emergency food 
requirements before winter prevents 
the movement of trucks. 

In September,' the Taliban military 
forces took control of Bamyan, 
Yawkawlang and other major towns 
of the Hazarajat region. This takeover 
ended the 18-month blocked which 
had cut off the Hazarajat population 
from their normal trading routes. 

While lifting this blockade allowed 
movement to and from markets to 
resume, WFP believes t) at many 
people remain in critical situations 
having sold assets over the previous 
year, as well as having produced two 
years of poor harvests. Several 
thousand people displaced by the 
fighting in August may also be without 
sources of food. Two thousand tons of 



food has been allocated to meet the i 
needs of these IDPs. ; 

WFP had planned a second mission ' 
for October, tasked with assessing the ; 
food supply and economic situation i 
following the Taliban takeover. The i 
Taliban issued road clearance and \ 
approvals for the mission this week. ! 
Sherpao to be chief guest 

The students of Gandhara Medical 
Institute of Medical Sciences will 
launch their magazine at the occasion 
of their second Annual Day on 14th ^ 
November (today). 

Former chief minister NWFP, Aftab . 
Ahmad Khan Sherpao will preside over 
the function while provincial Speaker 
of the Assembly, Hidayatullah Khan 
Chamkani will be the chief guest. . 

Dr Muhammad Kabir founded 
Gandhara Institute of Medical Sciences, 
started ftmctioning in October 1995. It has ! 
now Kabir College of Medicines, Sardar 
Begum Dental College, Roeeda Kabir 
Basic Medical Science Block, and Naseer i 
TeachingHos[Mtal,recognisedbyPMDC, : 
and Farkhanda School of Nursing, I 
recognised by Pakistan Nursing , 
School. 



UN discusses 
Afghan relief 
operation today 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
' United Nations will discuss the 
current situation and review assis- 
tance activities in northern 
' Afghanistan today (Monday), UN 
officials said. 

Representatives from UN agen- 
cies, ICRC, and NGOs have been 
invited to float suggestions to step 
• up relief activities in winter, the 
UN update said. Meanwhile, the 
first meeting of the Afghanistan 

' Programming Body (APB) took 

'place, under Japanese 
Chairmanship in Islamabad 

The head of UN Special 
Mission to Afghanis(;an and the 
UN Coordinator apprised the 
meeting of the conditions in the 
war-torn country. The draft consti- 

-tution of the APB, allowing for 
minor plans for the preparation of 
the 1999 Appeal, was approved as 
were planned for the appeal. 

The strategy pan of the appeal 
will he prepared in time for the 

, Tokyo meeting of the Afghan 
Support Group to be held next 
week together with a sfummary of 

! financial requirements. 
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UN to review relief work 
in Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD, Nov 15: The to Afghanistan and the UN coordi- 

United Nations will discuss the cur- , nator apprised the meeting of the 

rent situation and review assis- conditions in the war-torn country, 
tance activities in northern Afgha- The draft constitution of the 

nistan on Monday, UN officials APB, allov^ng for minor plans for 

said. the preparation of the 1999 

Representatives from UN agen- Appeal, was approved as were 

cies, ICRC, and NGOs have been planned for the appeal, 
invited to float suggestions to step The strategy part of the appeal 

up relief activities in winter, the will be prepared in time for the 

UN Update said. Meanwhile, the Tokyo meeting of the Afghan 

first meeting of the Afghanistan Support Group to be held next 

Programming Body (APB) took week together with a summary of 

place, under Japanese chairman- financial requirements. The 

ship in Islamabad. Appeal projects will be issued in 

Head of the UN special mission mid-December.— NNI 
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UN-Taliban row affects widows, orphans 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Controver- 
sy over the return of the United Na- 
tions international staff to Kabul and 
Taliban are multiplying the miseries 
of thousands of widows and orphans 
in the Afghan capital. 

UN officials say their international 
staff has not yet returned to Afghani- 
stan due to Taliban "failure to fully 
implement the last month agreement 
with the United Nations." 

"We have not yet sent international 
staff to Afghanistan and are still wait- 
ing for progress on the security agree- 
ment by Taliban " an official* associ- 
ated with UN Office for Humanitarian 
Assistance to Afghanistan (UNO- 
CHA) told NNI. 

Taliban and the United Nations 
signed a "security agreement" in Is- 
lamabad on October 23 that had made 
the student militia responsible for the 
security of UN personnel and UN 
premises in Afghanistan. The 1 1 -point 
agreement inked after five days of 
t^s, wherein the two parties reached 
an understanding over the security ar- 
rangements for the UN personnel in 



the war-torn country. - 

The United Nations pulled some 50 
foreign workers out of Afghanistan on 
August 2 1 after the killing of an Italian 
UN worker Carmine Calo who was 
shot dead by an angry demonstration 
against the US Cruise Missile attack 
on Osama bin Laden in the eastern 
province of Khost. 

The UN local staff is working in the 
Afghan capital, however^they-face a 
lot of difficulties due to the absence of 
international staff. Somdko thousands 
of widows and orphans^j^Jhe same 
numbers depend on^itenwSbnal or- 
ganizations for foo^ 

Under the Islamabad agreemeiit a 
small team of the UN staff would have 
to return to Afghanistan to assess the 
situation after progress on the agree- 
ment by Taliban. However, the UN 
official said the accord has not been 
fully implemented and the return of 
international UN staff depends on the 
agreement's implementation. 

Taliban were bound under the ac- 
cord to give a detailed report about the 
killing of three staff members inTali- 



ban controlled areas this year. Two 
UN staff members Muhammad Hash- 
im Bahsayar of the World Food Pro- 
gramme and Mohammad Naseer Ha- 
bibi of the UN High Commissioner for 
refugees were found dead near the 
eastern city of Jalalabad on July 13. 
However, the student militia has failed 
to present satisfactory report about the 
incidents. 
Underthe agreement, Taliban would 
f Ijave to pfov^de protection to the UN 
5 /^mises. It also guaranteed that if any 
^T~'UN staff *member is detained they 
' should be released within 72 hours in 
\the absence of formal charges against 
^tiiem. Also that UN staff would be 
* allowed iif they want to visit any of its 
detained staff to provide them medical 
treatment and legal requirements. 

The UN and other international re- 
lief agencies have other outstanding 
issues with Afghanistan dominant 
Taliban including equal access to wom- 
en and girls, adequate health care for 
women and restrictions on working 
women. However, the agreement did 
not mention about the women issue. 



Taliban have Mledr to 



honour accord: UN 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
United Nations international staff 
has yet not returned to 
Afghanistan due to Taliban*s fail- 
ure to fully implement the last 
month agreement with the United 
Nations, a UN official said on 
Sunday. 

"We have not yet sent interna- 
tional staff to Afghanistan and are 
still waiting for progress on the se- 
curity agreement by Taliban," the 
official, associated with UN 
Office for Humanitarian 
Assistance to Afghmiistan /(UN-* 
OCHA) told NNI. X /. I 

Taliban and th^. United Nations 
signed a "security "agreement" in 
Islamabad on October 23 that had 
made the student militia responsi- 
ble for the security of UN person- 
nel and UN premises in 
Afghanistan. The 11 -point agree- 
ment inked after five days of talks, 
wherein the two parties reached an 
understanding over the security ar- 
rangements for the UN personnel 
in the war-torn country. 

The United Nations pulled 
some 50 foreign workers out of 
Afghanistan on August 21 after 
the killing of an Italian UN worker 
Carmine Calo who was shot dead 
by an angry demonstration against 
the US Cruise Missile attack on 
Osama Bin Laden in the eastern 
province of Khost. 



Under the Islamabad agreement 
a small team of ;the UN staff 
would have to return to 
Afghanistan to assess the situation 
after progress on the agreement by 
Taliban. However, tjie UN official 
said the accord has not beeti fully 
implemented saying the return of 
international UN staff depends on 
the agreement's implementation. 

Taliban were bound under the 
accord to give a detailed report 
about the killing, of three staff 
members in Taliban controlled ar- 
eas this year. Two UN staff mem- 
bers Muhammiad Hashim 
Bahsayar ibf the eWorld Food 
Programme and ■ : Mohammad 
Naseer H^bibi of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees were 
found de^d near the eastern city of 
Jalalabad on July 131 However, the 
student' militia has'failed to pre- 
sent satisfactory report about the 
incidents. 

Under the agreement Taliban 
would have to provide protection 
to the UN premises. It also guaran- 
teed that if any UN staff member 
is detained they should be released 
within 72 hours in the absence of 
formal charges against them. Also 
that UN staff would be allowed if 
they want to visit any of its de- 
tained staff to provide them medi- 
cal treatment and legal require- 
ments. 



Opposition calls for 
Osama 's trial 



KABUL, Nov 19: A spokesman 
for Afghan opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood said on 
Thursday Osama bin Laden was the 
"mastermind of crimes" and must 
stand trial. 

The spokesman, Mohammad 
Aref, said the billionaire should' 
leave Afghanistan and also accused 
him of collaborating in the Taliban 
military operations. 

His comments came on the eve of 
the expiry of a Taliban deadline 
(Nov. 20) after which Bin Laden 
could be locally cleared of allega- 
tions that he had a hand in terror- 
ism if Washington did not produce 
evidence in support of an indict- 
ment. 

"We believe he is the master- 
mind of crimes and must be tried," 
Aref said. 

"It doesn't matter for us against 
whom his crimes are directed. We 
condemn the crimes in their 
essence," he added. 

The Taliban term Bin Laden a 
"national guest," a status which 
they claim is in agreement with 
opposition groups. 

Aref said Osama "lives illegally" 
in Afghanistan and he should be 
deported to a third coimtry. 

"If he is a guest, he should retire 
to a room. No foreigner can take 
part in the fighting against the 
Afghan people," he said, referring 



to Taliban military operations 
against Masood. 

The Taliban's supreme leader t 
Mulla Mohammad Omar has made 
it clear more than once that the 
Taliban have no plans to hand over i 
Bin Laden to America or Saudi 
Arabia. 

"We cannot comment on this 
now as Osama is not with us," Aref 
said after being asked if the 
alliance would hand him over to 
the US. 

He blamed Osama entirely for 
allowing his ethnic Arab followers 
to take part in Taliban's operations 
which Aref said were "crimes 
against" the Afghan people. 

"These Arabs have committed 
crimes; they have beheaded civil- 
ians and they should be punished," 
he said. 

"Bin Laden uses his money for 
training mercenary groups to desta- 
bilize Afghanistan's northern 
neighbours, the Muslim Central 
Asian republics," Aref alleged. 

"We have clear evidence that 
Osama is training terrorists and 
subversive groups in his camps to 
be sent to countries like Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan," he claimed. 

Washington has offered a reward^ 
of five million dollars for the cap- 
ture and arrest of Bin Laden, who 
has been indicted by a US court. 
—AFP ; 



I Afghan rivals 
I seek trial of 
I Osama bin Laden 

I KABUL (AFP) - Saudi dissi- 
Idcnt Osama bin Laden is the 
"mastermind of crimes" and must 
stand trial, the official spokesman i 
for Afghan opposition comman- j 
jder Ahmad Shah Masood said 
I Thursday. \ 
' The spokesman, Mohammad 
Aref, said the billionaire should 
I leave Afghanistan and also ac- 
cused him of actively collaborat- 
ing in the Taliban military opera- 
tions. 

"We believe he is the master- 
mind of crimes and must be 
tried," Aref said. 

"It doesn't matter for us 
against whom his crimes are di- 
rected. We condemn the crimes in 
their essence," he added. 

Aref said Osama "lives illegal- 
ly" in Afghanistan and he should 
be deported to a third country. 

"If he is a guest, he should re- 
tire to a room. No foreigner can 
take part in the fighting against 
the Afghan people," he said, re- 
ferring to Taliban military opera- 
tions against Masood. 

"We cannot comment on this 
now as Osama is not with us," 
i Aref said after being asked if the 
allliance would hand him over to 
the US. 

He blamed bin Laden entirely 
for allowing his ethnic Arab fol- 

: lowers to take part in Taliban's 
operarions which Aref said were 
"crimes against" the Afghan peo- 

* pie. 

*These Arabs have committed 
\ crimes; they have beheaded civil- 
ians and they should be pun- 
ished," he said. 

Bin Laden uses his money lor 
irainuig nicrcciuu) giuiip.s lo 

destabilize Afghanisian's norih- 
ern neighbours, the Muslim 
Central Asian Republics, Aref al- 
leged. 

"We have clear evidence that 
^ psama is training terrorists and 
Subversive groups in his camps to 
be sent to countries like Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan," he claimed. 
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US asks Taliban not 
to shelter terrorists 



WASHINGTON (NNI)-A senior 
US State Department official Michael 
Malanonski has called on Taliban not 
to give refuge to international terror- 
ists and bring Osama Bin Linden to 
justice. ^ 

He was speaking at a conference in / 
Washington organised joifttly by anon- * 
governmental US organization. The 
Afghan Foundation and Central Asian 
Studies Institute affiliated with Jhon 
Hopkins University. The conference 
discussed the Afghan issue and the US 
role and policy in the region. 

He asked Taliban to honour their 
commitments about ahti-narcotics 
campaign and give up violations of 
human rights, women right and rights 
of ethnic minorities. 

He threw light on the policy of the 
US administration and called forcease- 
fire and intra- Afghan dialogue aimed 
at finding a political settlement to the 
problem which can lead to the estab- 
lishment of a broad based government 
representing all the Afghan ethnic 
groups. 

He said that such a government 
] should respect and implement interna- 
tional principles and norms and 
should effectively represent Af- 
ghanistan on international level and 
bilateral talks in issues like human 
rights and prevention of drugs and 
terrorism. He said that the United 
States had been making efforts to 
achieve these objectives. 

He welcomed Taliban decision on 
banning mines but expressed concern 
that some Afghan groups were still 
using mines. 

He said that the United States wants 
that other warring Afghan factions too 
should stop use of mines and-foreign 
countries should not supply more 



mines to Afghanistan. He also praised 
the progress in talks between the Tal- 
iban and UN Special Envoy on re- 
sumption of humanitarian operations 
and activities in Afghanistan. 

He said: "The United States is very 
much interested in the resolution of 
the Afghan conflict. But eventually 
the Afghans themselves have to find a 
solution to the problem. The Afghans 
have proved to the world that outsid- 
ers cannot impose their will on them. 

Malanonski said that the situation in 
Afghanistan had its impacts on all. 
And that is why nobody can shut his 
eyes on the issues like drugs, terrorism 
and human rights. The United States 
has given full attention to the Afghian 
issue, he added. 

He said Iran and Pakistan had their 
vital interests and the spread of drugs, 
terrorism and lawlessness had caused 
loss to both the countries. "Refugees 
have taken shelter in the two countries 
putting burden on their economies," 
he added. 

He said that he was in Peshawar 
when terrorist bomtl blasts were tak- 
ing place in Pakistan. vs'/ 

He went on to say that they had all 
along been discussing such issues in 
an organised manner in the meetings 
of Six Plus Two Group on Afghani- 
stan. He said that they do understand 
each others view points and had been 
discussing ways and means for resto- 
ration of peace in Afghanistan! 

He said that the United States was 
persuading not only these countries 
but all the states to make efforts for 
finding an amicable solution to the 
Afghan conflict and support the joint 
efforts of the United Nations and Or- s 
ganization of Islamic conference in 
this regard. 



US working with 
UN, others to end 
Afghan conflict 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - The United 
States has said it is working closely 
with the UN Envoy Lakhdar Brahimi 
and "others" to see that conflict in 
Afghanistan comes to an end. 

Karl Inderfurth, Assistant Secretary 
of State for South Asian Affairs, 
while speaking during a Worldnet 
Dialogue with Peshawar on the 
steps to reduce the risk of land- 
mines in Afghanistan, also called 

= for a broad-based government in the 

I conflict-hit country. 

"We are hoping that the contending 

. factions - the Taliban and others that 

• represent important ethnic groupings 
in Afghanistan, can come together in 
some fashion to establish a broad- 
based multi-ethnic representative gov- 
ernment." 

At this point, he said, the US does 
not support any single faction as the 
. government of Afghanistan. 

Inderfurth stated that the war has 
gone for far too long in Afghanistan 

• and the US wants to see the conflict in 
■that country come to an end. 

"Afghanistan has been the subject 
of civil conflict, and of course the war 
/^ against the Soviet occupation - all of 
Ms for oyer 20 years - it is time for that 
to come to an end," he said according 
toUSIS. , 

, He welcomed the Taliban supreme 
leader Mullah Mohammad Omar's 
announcement to ban the use of land- 
mines in Afghanistan. 

"We were very pleased recently in 
that regard that the leader of the Tali- 
ban, Mullah Omar, recently issued 
an edict, k directive banning the 
use of landmines Jn Afghanistan, 
saying that the Taliban would no 
longer use these, that these were 
killing innocent people, and urg- 
ing all combatants in Afghanistan 
to cease the use, production, stock- 
piling of landmines." 
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American project in 
Afghanistan shelved 



WASHINGTON (PPI)-An Amer- 
ican-funded training project in Af- 
ghanistan has closed down as a result 
of the US Cruise missile attack on the 
country in August. 

The programme was funded by the 
American Oil Company, UNOCAL, 
which was once hoping to be in- 
volved in building a gas pipeline 
across the country from Turkmeni- 
stan to Pakistan. 

However, since the US attack on 
suspected terrorist training camps in 
the Afghan mountains, UNOCAL has 
withdrawn funding. 

Located in the southern city of Kan- 
dahar the headquarters of the head of 
the Taliban, Mullah Muhammad 
Omar the project ran for just one 
year. 

It taught 400 Afghans up to the age 
of 30 different technical skills such 
as carpentry, welding, masonry and 
plumbing, as well as allowing them 



to learn English. 

Mjiny young Afghan men have 
spent time fighting in the civil war. 
The head of the programme. Profes- 
sor Azimi, said its aim was to give 
young people a chance in life, many 
have not been able to go to school 
because of the conflict in their coun- 
try and they have no skills. 

He said those who have just gradu- 
ated from their courses can now set 
up their own businesses and that eve- 
rybody, including the Taliban, was 
happy with the whole scheme. Run in 
conjunction with the American Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. There were plans 
to set up similar projects in other 
Afghan cities such as Herat and Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif. But Professor Azimi said 
these plans have now also been 
shelved because of the lack of funds. 

It is just another tragedy for young 
^ghans, who have suffered enough 
frpm thf 7(0 years of conflict ^j^^. 



While UNOCAL would have had a 
skilled pool of technicians to draw 
from it, it became involved in build- 
ing a gas pipeline across the country, 
Afghanistan itself badly needs skilled 
technicians for its own reconstruc- 
tion. 

And Kandahar is just one example, 
everywhere destruction can be seen 
from the time of the Soviet occupa- 
tion and the subsequent fighting with- 
in the city between various factions 
before the Taliban took power. 

Some reconstruction has just start- 
ed, such as the repair of a few kilome- 
tres of main roads. But much more is 
needed. 

And so too, is more training. There 
are about 300 medical students stud- 
ying at the medical faculty of Kanda- 
har University but training facilities 
are almost non-existent. Some stu- 
dents study agriculture, but other fac- 
ulties have yet to reopen* 



us rejects Taliban's 

deadline. 

By Our Staff Correspondent 



WASHINGTON, Nov 10: The US 
has rejected the Taliban deadline 
of Nov 20 to provide evidence 
against Osama ben Laden saying 
"there is no expiration date on ter- 
rorist acts of this kind.** ' 

Spokesman Jamie Rubin of the 
State Department declined to 
answer further questions about 
whether Washington would provide 
the Taliban evidence of Osama's 
crimes because in cases where 
extradition is requested, evidence 
has to be given to other countries. 

Asked about the Taliban dead- 
line to prove that Bin Laden is a 



terrorist, Rubin said it did not 
sound very serious to him. 

"The federal district court hand- 
ed down an indictment on this and 
other issues. These facts speak for 
themselves. The real issue is not as 
described by the Taliban; the real 
issue is why the Taliban continue to 
provide safe haven to Osama Bin 
Laden. We have made dear to the 
Taliban on several occasions that it 
must stop harbouring well-known 
terrorists like Osama Bin Laden. 
We believe that Oss^na Bin Laden 
should be brought td justice swiftly 
for his crimes." 
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UK trained 
Muj ahideen 
in Stinger 
use: Times 



By Our Staff Correspondent 

LONDON, Nov 4: The British 
SAS (equivalent of Pakistan's 
Special Services Group — SSG) 
imparted training to the Afghan 
Muj ahideen in operating the US 
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, 
Wednesday's Times newspaper 
quoted a former British army offi- 
cer as saying. 

Ken Connor, a former warrant 
officer who retired from SAS in 
1986 after 22 years' service, told 
The Times that the Mujahideen 
were "smuggled" into Britain to be 
trained by former SAS men at a 
country estate in the Home 
Counties, the Borders and the 
West County. 

The former SAS man told the 
newspaper that Britain was 
requested by the Americans to 
help train Afghan guerillas in 
Britain because they wanted to 
keep the Stinger operation secret 
and were afraid that any covert 
operation in Afghanistan could be 
subject to public scrutiny in the 
United States under the Freedom 
of Information Act. "The CIA was 
determined to keep the mission 
secret," he said. 

He told the newspaper that the 
training was administered by the 
SAS headquarters at Hereford, but 
the instructors were former mem- 
bers of the SAS regiment "recruit- 
ed specifically for the task". 

Mr Connor also said that a Gulf 
state was used for Stinger training 
operation,, but he refused to name 
it. 

He said the official authorization 
for the British involvement was 
"blurred" because of the recruit- 
ment of ex-SAS men but "I was 
still in the regiment and I was 
administering the training pro- 
gramme." 

Mr Connor said that after the 
Stinger missiles arrived in 
Afghanistan, the Mujahideen 
began firing them at Soviet air- 
craft and gunship helicopters. 
"Several were shot down with 
heavy loss of life. Newspaper 
reports linking Britain with the 
supply of the missiles led to furi- 
ous Soviet protests but deniability 
allowed the British government to 
maintain an air of injured inno- 
cence," he was quoted by the 

paper a§ saying. 



Mr Connor said that some of the 
300 Stinger missiles supplied to 
Afghanistan ended up on the 
black-market, despite an American 
offer to buy them back at $3.0 mil- 
lion a piece. He said the offer 
jumped to $ 30 million a piece 
after reports that Libya was trying 
to buy them. "The reward 
remained unpaid and the missiles 
had not been returned." 
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SAS trained Afghan 
rebels in Britain 



LONDON-Afghan guerillas were 
smuggled into Britain during the 
1980s and trained at secret camps by 
the SAS to fight the Russian army 
invading their country, according to a 
former instructor with the service; 
says a report published in The Sunday 
Times. • 

Members of the Mujahidin were 
brought in disguised as tourists and 
drilled in battle plans and conununi- 
cation skills designed to incapacitate 
the occupying Russians, ' ■ ; 

In tented enclosvures hi4dea in,|he 
Scottish borders, the Highla4d^'||M| 
northern England the |dbesmea wem 
tai^'how te? bTovf^the iail^ 
fighter3,iiseheaYy weapomsucnas 
tars and aitiH^andhowtoplanaiKlc^b^^ 
out attacks on enemy tank colunins. 

In the evenings, they ate /uz/a/ meat 
bought ftom a Glasgow store jpnd pre- 
pared by a Scottish chef. For entertain- 
ment they were shown cowtpy fi^ 
wWchtheirhostslmew would not ccakain 
any offending sexual scenes-although 
the SAS trainers did observe that £e 
Afghan rebels cheered the Indians. 

TTie revelations are made in a new 
book. Ghost Force, a history of the 
SAS written by Ken Connor, 57, one 



NATION 



of the unit's longest- serving officers. 
Connor said the training went 
smoothly: "The motto of the SAS is 
Who Dares Wins -if you try some- 
thing nobody would believe possible, 
you can often pull it off. 

"Nobody would think about having 
a group like the Mujahidin training in 
Scotland, but they did it and without it 
being discovered." 

In the book; Connor claims the 
Americans originally funded the op- 
i eration through the CIA, which paid 
• the SAS to train the troops. In order to 
carry out the assignment without tech- 
|; nically,mvolying the British ^pny, 
J^tticins^ietorsresigricdir^^ itgi- 
• ^inietit--(Mily to rejoin afterthe training 
wascompleted.The decision to locate 
the training in Britain was taken after 
a training operation in Afghanistan in 
1 982 was ambushed by Soviet forces . 
Two British passports fell into Rus- 
sian hands, providing a publicity coup 
for the Russians. 

Scotland was picked as a location 
for two bases because of its rugged 
terrain. Although Connor refused to 
reveal the location of the secret camps, 
he said they were close to existing 
military bases. 
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Iran wants to divert Taliban pressure 



By Umer Farooq 



ISLAMABAD - As the Iranian forc- 
es stay back along the Afghan border 
after the completion of their military 
manoeuvres,.it seems that the apparent 
Iranian objective is to compel Taliban 
to release military piessuie on Com- 
mands Ahmad Shah Masood-Iranians 
last pawn in Afghanistan* s power game. 

TTie Iranians concluded their mili- 
tary exercises (Zulfiqar-2) along Af- 
ghan border on Monday last which 
according to Iranian authorities in- 
volved 200,000 men from the army, 
air force and marines. The area of the 
exercises reportedly included 50,000 
square kilompters. 

After the collapse of Northern Alli- 
ance , Commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood is the main recipient of Irani- 
an arms and anununition. According 
to reports between October 22-25, five 
C-130s loaded with arms and ammu- 
nition had been fiown from Mashad to 
Kalayab-a Tajik town close to Afghan 
border from where it was taken to 
Ahmad Shah Masood* s area on trucks. 
The Iranians have adopted a new way 
to deliver arms and ammunition to 
Ahmad Shah Masood through air sor- 



ties after the closure of the land route. 

Recently, an Iranian train carrying 
hundreds of tonnes of anununition in- 
tended to be delivered to Ahmad Shah 
Masood in Afghanistan was intercept- 
ed by Kyrgyzstan authorities while on 
a transit. According to a report of Re- 
uters news agency, the Kyrgyzstan 
authorities sent back the train to Iran.' 
Kyrgyzstan used to allow transit to 
Iranian trains because of Iranian claiihs 
that these trains carry humanitarian 
assistance. The land route for Iranian 
arms to Ahmad Shah Masood has been 
closed following the interception of 
this train as Kyrgyzstan has put re- 
striction on transit to Iranian trains. 

. The Iranians have adopted a two- 
pronged strategy to influence thp mil- 
itary situation in Afghanistan, a) by 
providing arms and anmiunition to, 
Ahmad Shah Masood , b) by keqnng a 
military prcsoice along Afghan borderfor 
compellingTalibantoreleasemilitatypies- 
sure on Ahmad Shah Masood. 

However, some of the experts be- 
lieve that the strength of Iranian forces 
deployed along Afghan border is much 
less than what is stated by the Iranian 
authorities. All along the period of 
exercises the strength of Iranian mili- 
tary never reached the figure of 



200,000. 

Another element in the strategy of 
: the Iranians seems to be the recruit- 
ment from Afghan refugees camps 
located in Iran and building an anti- 
Taliban force which could fight along 
, Ahmad Shah Masood Militia. Accord- 
H ing to a report, 1,500 such recruits led 
by Gul Muhammad Pehlavan-the 
brother of General Malik have reached 
' Panjesher Valley recently. 

As against the Iranian policy to wid- 
' en the wedge between Taliban and 
V Ahmad Shah Masood, there is an opin- 
ion in Pakistan that some kind of 
reconciliation betweoi the two Afjghan 
;groiq)s can bring stability to Afghanistan. 
1 Recently, an Afghan trader, who is 
working as an adviser to the Saudi 
Royal family, has brokered a truce 
between Ahmad Shah Masood and 
Taliban. The two sides even exchanged 
prisoners. 

Gradually Taliban are paying heed 
to the advice of putting up an accepta- 
ble face as they had released all the 
Iranian prisoners held by them af- 
ter the capture of Mazar-e-Sharif. 
However, an Islamabad-based Afghan 
• diplomat told The Nation that the Ira- 
nians are still holding 80 Taliban as 
prisoners. 



Iran starts wargames 
near Afghan border 
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TEHRAN (AFP) - The Iranian 
army was to launch the main part of 
large-scale military exercises involv- 
ing 200,000 troops near the Afghan 
border late Saturday night, despite 
an easing of tension with the Taliban 
militia. , 

The Iranian forces will launch a 
series of nocturnal assaults on mock 
enemy targets in the Zabol region in 
the southeastern province of Sistan- 
Baluchestan, army spokesman Briga- 
dier-General Hassan Barati said, state 
radio reported. 

Up to 200,000 men, dozens of 
jetfighters and hundreds of tanks 
are expected to be deployed in 
the widely-publicized Zolfaqar-2 
exercises over an area of 50,000 
square kilometers which includes 
Lake Hamoun on the Afghan bor- 
der. 

On Sunday, the army's airforce 
unit will demonstrate their power in 
a series of air shows, the general 
said, adding that the main operations 
will start on Monday. 

*The rapid deployment and move- 
ment of the troops and their high 
morale is reminiscent of the eight- 
year war against Iraq,* the army said 



in a statement. 

The army began preparations for 
the maneuvers two months ago in the 
wake of tension with the Taliban 
Islamic militia over the murder in 
Afghanistan of nine Iranian diplo- 
mats and a journalist in August. 

The naaneuvers will take pace on a 
long border stretch from Zabol to the 
northeastern province of Khorasan. 
In addition to army troops, tens of 
thousands of the eUte forces of the 
Revolutionary Guaplsjare stationed 
at the border. ^ '< 

The pnncipaMi^ta[ge of the 
maneuvers was imtially'due to be 
held in early Oct6l>er .to mark the 
anniversary of the stsat of the 1980- 
1 988 Iran-Iraq war.' i.* . ' 

But the authorities repeatedly post- 
poned the exercises as Tehr^ awaited 
the outcome of a mediation in the row 
between Iran and the Taliban regime 
ruling Afghanistan by. UN special 
envoy Lakhtar Brahimi. 

But the authorities repeatedly post- 
poned the exercises as Tehran awaited 
the outcome of a mediation in the row 
between Iran and the Taliban regime 
ruling Afghanistan by UN special 
envoy Lakhtar Brahimi. 
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Khatami terms 

Taliban a 
danger to region 



TEHRAN, Nov 1: Iranian 
President Mohammad Khatami on 
Sunday termed the Taliban "dan- 
gerous" as his forces staged a mili- 
tary parade near the Afghan l)or- 
der on the eve of massive 
wargames. 

"What happens in Afghaniistan 
nowadays is not just the problem of 
countries which border 
Afghanistan, but that of the whole 
region," Khatami said in talks with 
visiting Tajik Foreign Minister 
Talbek Nazarov. 

"What the Taliban movement 
does in the name of Islam is dan- 
gerous for the entire region," he 
said. 

He voiced concern over the "con- 
tinuation of war and bloodletting in 
.Afghanistan" and called for a sta- 
ble and broad-based goyer^ent as 
the "only solution to the drisii.". 

Relations between Iran iand 
Afghanistan hit an all-tim^ loW in 
August when TaUban soldiers raid- 
ed Iran's consulate in Mazar-i- 
Sharif and killed nine Iranian 
diplomats and a joumahst. 

IRAN-EGYPT COOPERATION: 
Iran called on Sunday for a joint 
stand with Egypt against Israeli 
"plots," saying such cooperation 
would help improve relations 
between the two countries. 

"Fighting Israeli plots is the best 
way to solve the existing problems 
between Iran and Egypt and to 
bring the two countries closer to 
each other," Iranian deputy parlia- 
mentary speaker Hassan Ruhani 
said in talks with the head of the 
Egyptian intere.sts section, 
Mohammad Fathi Refahe. 

The official IRNA news agency 
quoted Ruhani, who is also secre- 
tary of the National Security 



Council, Iran's top political and mil- 
itary decision-making body, as say- 
ing that Tehran and Cairo wanted 
closer relations, "as indicated by 
the current parliamentary 
exchanges and economic coopera- 
tion." 

Tehran and Cairo, which had tra- 
ditionally good relations, grew 
apart after Iran's 1979 revolution, 
over Egypt's moves to make peace 
with Israel and its acceptance of 
the Shah following his overthrow. 

But the two countries have in the 
past year taken a nimiber of steps 
aimed at normalizing relations, 
partly because of Egypt's critical 
stand of Israel's current rightwing 
government. ' 

Ruhani defended his country's 
opposition to the Middle East 
peace proce^, saying "it has so far 
done nothing to^ help Palestinianis 
to regain tl^ir ri^ls. ^ ^ *y 

"The cuirreiit divisioii and dis- 
cord in the Muslim world and the 
conflict between Palestinian 
groups over security for the 
Zionists is the main goal of those 
who invented the capitulation 
process," he charged. 

"The only solution to the 
Palestinian question is unity in the 
Muslim World and fighting the 
Zionist regime's expansionist poli- 
cies," Ruhani added. 

On Friday, Iran's supreme leader 
AyatoUah AJi lUiamenei attacked 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat for 
signing the Wye River agreement 
with Israel, calling him a traitor. 

The accord, signed on Oct 23, 
provides for a further Israeli mili- 
tary pullback from 13 per cent of 
the West Bank in return for 
tougher Palestinian measures 
against anti-Israeli violence. — AFP 



Iran warns 
Taliban to punish 
killers of diplomats 

TEHRAN: Iran on Sunday issued a 
new warning to the Taliban in 
Afghanistan to arrest and punish 
the killers of Iranian diplomats in 
Afghanistan in August and start 
peace talks with other Afghan fac- 
tions. 

"Taliban must respond to the 
rest of our demands by yielding to 
the international decisions on 
Afghanistan," said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hamid Raza Asefi. 

"Taliban must learn to take re- 
sponsibility for its violations of in- 
ternational regulations or face the 
consequences of its actions," he 
told the official Iranian news agency 
IRNA. 

AseH said Iran's "firm policies 
forced the Taliban to meet many of 
Iran's demands, including returning 
the bodies of nine diplomats and a 
journalist killed in the northern city 
of Mazar-i-Sharif by Taliban militia- 
men on August 8 and the release of 
Iranian prisoners last month". "With 
this understanding, now too they 
must meet our other demands and 
arrest and punish the killers," he 
said. - 

The spokesman also reiterated 
repeated calls by Tehran for a 
broad-based government in 
Afghanistan representing all ethnic 
groups and a peaceful end to the 
Afghan conflict. 

"Iran's Foreign Ministry is 
closely following developments in 
Afghanistan because they hkve di- 
rect impact on stabiUty and security 
in Iran," he said. 

Both the United Nations and the 
"Six-Plus-Two" — a grouping of 
Afghanistan's neighbours, Russia 
and the United States •— called in 
September for the Taliban to enter 
peace talks with opposition groups. 

Tensions between Tehran and 
the Taliban mounted after the mili- 
tia's military gains in northern 
Afghanistan and the murder of the 
diplomats in August. Iran has dis- 
patched tens of thousands of troops 
to the border with Afghanistan.-— 
AFP 



THE NEWS TNTFT^ NATION At 



M^an\s\an nN(e%vs Capping 



FRONTIER POST 



Iran issues fresh 
warning to Taliban 



TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran on 
Sunday issued new warnings to the 
Taliban militia to arrest and punish 
the killers of Iranian diplomats in 
Afghanistan in August and start 
peace talks with other Afghan fac- 
tions. , 

"Taliban must respond to the 
rest of our demands by yielding to 
international ' decisions" . on 
Afghanistan, said foreign ministry 
spokesman Hamid-Reza Asefi. 

"Taliban must learn to take re- 
sponsibility for its violations of in- 
ternational regulations or face the' 
consequences of its actions," he 
told the official Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA. 

Asefi said Iran's "firm policies 
forced the Taliban to meet many of 
Iran's demands," including return- 
ing the bodies of nine diplomats 
and a journalist killed in the north- 
ern city of Mazar-i-Sharif by 
Taliban militiamen on August 8 
and the release of Iranian prisoners 
last month. 

"With this understanding, now 
too they must meet our other de- 



mands and arrest and punish the 
killers," he said. 

The spokesman also reiterated 
repeated calls by Tehran for a 
broad-based government in 
Afghanistan including all ethnic 
groups in Afghanistan and a peace- 
ftil end to the Afghan conflict. 

"Iran's foreign ministry is close- 
ly following developments in 
Afghanistan because they have di- 
rect impact on stability and securi- 
ty in Iran," he said. 

Both thq United Nations and the 
"Six-Plus-TwO** — a grouping of 
Afghanistan's neighbours, Russia 
and the United States — called in 
September for the Taliban, which 
controls around three-quarters of 
Afghanistan, to enter peace talks 
with opposition groups. 

Tensions between Tehran and 
the Taliban mounted after the mili- 
tia's military gains in northern 
Afghanistan and the murder of the 
diplomats in August. 

Iran has dispatched tens of. thou- 
sands of troops to the border with 
Afghanistan. 



Iranian FM to discuss 
Taliban with S. Arabia 



RIYADH, Nov 5: Iran's Foreign 
Minister Kama! Kharazi is expect- 
ed in Riyadh on Saturday for talks 
with Saudi officials over the 
Taliban. 

The minister will also perform 
Umra before the talks, Iran's 
ambassador to the kingdom 
Mohammad Reza Nuri s£dd, quoted 
by Saudi daily Al-Riyadh. 

Kharazi is expected to meet 



Saudi King Fahd and Crown Prince 
Abdallah ibn Abdel Aziz for bilat- 
eral talks and consultations on the 
situation in Afghanistan. 

Saudi-Iranian relations have con- 
siderably improved since the elec- 
tion in May last year of moderate 
President Mohammad Khatami. 

Former president Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani made a 10-day visit to 
Saudi Arabia in February. — ^AFP 



Iran warns 

Taliban to punish 
diplomats killers 

V TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran on Sunday 
issu^ new warnings to the Taliban 
. miliua to arrest and punish the killers 
of Iranian diplomats in Afghanistan in 
August and start peace talks with other 
Afghan factions. 

*Taliban must respond to the rest of 
our demands by yielding to intema- 
Uonal decisions' on Afghanistan, said 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid- 
Reza Asefi. 

Taliban must learn to take respon- 
sibility for its violations of interna 
tional regulations or face the conse 
quinces of its actions,' he told the 
onicial Iraniari nbws agency IRNA 

Asefi saidlran's Tirm policies forced 
uie, Taliban to meet many of Iran's 
demands,' including returning the bod- 
ies of nine diplomats and a journalist 
.killed in the northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif by talib&n militiamen on Au- 
^gust 8 and the release of Iranian pris- 
paere last month; 

this understanding, now tod 
must meet our other demands and 
.arrest and punish th^ kiUers,' he said. 



^\^The spokesman also reiterated're^ 



^4ted calls by Tehran for a broad- 
mtd government in Afghanistan in- 
cluding all ethnic groups in Afghani- 
-an and apeacefiil end to the Afghan 

^ip?nC^^J^reign is closely 

fOHDwing develdpments in Afghani- 
because they have direct impact 

' on^ stability and security in Iran,' he 
said; 

te^Both the Uiited Nations and the 
J Six^Plus-Two.' a grouping of Af- 
ghanistan's neighbors, - Russia and the 
United States — called in Sqjtember for 
tneTaliban,whichcQritrols around three- 
quarters of Afghanistan, to enter peace 
talks with opposition groups. Ten- 
^sions between Tehran and the Taliban 
mounted after the militia's military 
gains in northern Afghanistan and the 
hiiiiTier of the diplomats in August. 
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Islamabad 
denies sending 
military aid 
to Taliban 

ALMATY, Nov 3: The Minister of Kazakhstan, which along with ; 

state for foreign affairs, Mr other Central Asian countries, is 

Mohammad Siddique Kanju, on concerned about the instability the 

Tuesday denied accusations that conflict is creating in the region, is 

Pakistan had sent military assis- not yet ready to recognize the 

tance to the TaUban. TaUban, he added. 

"Support for humanitarian and "We think that the government 

food supplies is very much there," needs to be a government of multi- 

Siddique Kanju told journalists national agreement ... consistmg of 

after meeting his Kazakh counter- different poUtical forces," Tokayev 

part in Almaty, Kazakhstan. "It will said. 

be humanitarian aid and nothing Tokayev also expressed the hope 

glse." that Kazakhstan would be allowed 

Pakistan also had sent such to join the "six-plus-two" group of . 

humanitarian aid to the northern Afghanistan's neighbours — 

alliance, fighting the Taliban in the Pakistan, China, Iran, Tajikistan, 

northern part of the country near Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan — 

its border with Central Asia, Kanju and Russia and the United States, 
added. The group met on Sept 21 under 

Kazakh Foreign Minister United Nations auspices to prevent 

Kasymjomart Tokayev said the two the Afghan war from escalating 

sides disagreed on whether or not into an am^d conflict with Iran, 
to extend recognition to the Mr Siddique Kanju's Central 

Taliban, which Pakistan has done. Asian tour is designed to focus the 

Kazakhstan also supported non- actions of the region in implement- 
interference in the conflict by ing decisions taken by the six-plus- 
Pakistan, Iran or any other state, two group. Kanju and Tokayev said 

said. exchange of information on the 

"It*s necessary to cease interf er- Taliban and Afghanistan was bene- 
ence from outside and give Afghan ficial to both sides and they hoped 
forces the possibility to solve their such meetings would continue, 
own problems," Tokayev said. —AFP 
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Kanju off to 
Central Asia to 
I discuss Afghanistan 

I ISLAMABAD (APP) - Minister 
fof State for Foreign Affairs 
' Muhammad Siddique Khan Kanju, 

accompanied by Additional Secre- 
\ tary (Afghanistan) Iftikhar Murshed 
■ left Saturday for the Central Asian 
[ Republics to discuss the evolving situ- 
' ation in Afghanistan. 
. A Foreign Office Spokesman told a 

Press briefing that the two officials 
, will visit Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
'Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and 
J Turkmenistan for this purpose, 
i ^ *The visit takes place in the wake 
I of the highly successful UN-OIC 

mission to the region led by the U.N. 
r Secretary General's Special Envoy 

for^ Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi." 
1 * Pakistan, he said, has consistently 
•tried to coordinate its policies on Af^ 
t ghanistan closely with all neighbour- 
h ing countries. 

;> The Spokesman recalled that the 
^ Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 

visited Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 

Tajikistan in August. 
^ *The purpose of the current visit is 

to hold consultations on further ac- 
. tion in implementing the "Points of 

Common Understanding" reached at 
j the Six Plus Two meeting at the level 
I of Foreign Ministers in New York on 

21 September this year." 
,* The Six Plus Two group met in 

New York on 29 October and among 
It ;0ther things commended the progress 
;- made by Brahimi' s mission. 
y--' Pakistan, which is a leading mem- 

l?er of the group, has reiterated its 
u fullest cooperation to the U.N. for the 

eariy restoration of durable peace and 
! stability to Afghanistan. 
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Pakistan denies 
jsupplying mily 

i AUVLVIY (AFP) - Pakistan denied 
Tucsdaji accusations that it has sent 
military ^sistance to Taliban who 
control 9^ per cent of Afghanistan, 
; "SuppcBTt for humanitarian and food 
supplies is very much there," Foreign 
iMmister Siddique Kanju told journal- 
ists after ipeeting his Kazakh counter* 
part. "It will be humanitarian aid and 
nothing else." 

; Pakistan also has sent such human- 
itarian aid to the northern alliance, 
which has been fighting the Taliban in 
the northern part of the country near its 
border with Central Asia, Kanju said. 

Kazakh Foreign Minister Kasym- 
jomart Tokayev said the two sides 
disagree on whether or not to extend 
recognitioritotheTaliban^ovemment, 
wWcb Pakisjm fhjas done, 
r 1 Kaz^^sian alsasupports non-inter- 
I'diifi^Kflrffie Sonflicr^^^b^^ P^stan, 
Iranor-any other state, he said. 
! "It's necessary to cease interference 
j from the outside and give Afghan forc- 
I es the possibility to solve their own 
! problems," Tokayev said. 
I Kazakhstan, which, along with oth- 
i er Central Asian countries, is con- 
I cemed about the instability the con- 
flict is creating in the region, is not yet 
ready to recognize the Taliban, he said. 

"We think fiiat the government needs 
to be a government of multi-national 
agreement ... consisting of different 
political forces," Tokayev said. 

Tokayev also expressed the hope 
that Kazakhstan be allowed to join the 
Six-Plus-Two group of Afghanistan's 
neighbors — China, Iran, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uz- 
bekistan — and Russia and the United 
States. The group met on September 
21 under United Nations auspices to 
prevent the Afghan war from escalat- 
ing into armed conflict with neighbor- 
ing Iran. 

Kanju' s Central Asian tour is de- 
signed to focus the actions of the re- 
gion in implementing decisions taken 
by the Six-Plus-Two group. 

Kanju and Tokayev said the ex- 
change of information on the Taliban 
and Afghanistan was beneficial to both 
sides and they hope such meetings will 
continue. 
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Pakistan 
refuses visa to 
Hekmatyar 

ISLAMABAD, Nov 9: Pakistan 
has refused to grant visa to 
Afghanistan's former Prime 
Minister and Chief of Hizb-i-Islami 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, v^ho v^ant- 
ed to travel to Peshawar to attend 
the funeral of his nephew, a state- 
ment faxed to NNI from Tehran 
said on Monday. 

The Paicistan Embassy in 
Tehran refused to issue a visa to 
Hekmatyar, saying that the 
Foreign Office in Pakistan did not 
agree with the issuance of visa to 
him, the statement said. 

"We knew that Pakistan would 
not want to annoy Washington by 
allowing Hekmatyar to visit 
Pakistan, though, there were many 
occasions that Hekmatyar yearned 
to visit Pakistan, but fearing to 
hear a similar negative response, 
he gave up," it added. 

"The refusal of visa to HIA 
leader for attending the funeral of 
a family member was beyond 
imagination, which could not be 
expected even from a Hindu 
against a Muslim. 

"We were skeptical about the 
Islamabad's intentions towards 
Hekmatyar. Let this be understood 
by all those v^ho did not know 
Islamabad's intention that why it 
supported other against Hezb-I- 
Islami and blocked HIA to coming 
into power in Xabul," the state- 
ment said. 

It recalled that soon after the 
fall of Communist regime in 1992 
Pakistani authorities supported 
Rabbani against Hezb-I-Islami and 
accepted him as the president of 
Afghanistan, who later joined 
hands with Russia and India and 
burnt the Pakistan Embassy in 
Kabul.— NNI 
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Kanju discusses 
Afghan issue 
with Uzbek FM 

' ISLAMABAD (APP) - The Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affairs^ Mr. 
Muhammad Siddique Khan Kanju, 
held one and a half hour discussions 
on Afghanistan with the Uzbek For- 
eign Minister Mr. Abdulaziz Hafi- 
zovick Kamilov. 

The'Minister of State was assisted in 
the meeting by S. Iftikhar Murshed, 
Additional Secretary (Afghanistan & 
PP), Mr Shahryar Rashed, Ambassa- 
dor of Pakistan to Uzbekistan a$ well 
as Embassy ofticials, according to a 
fax message received here from 
.Tashkent. , ^ ni, : 

The talks were held in an extremely 
cordial atmosphere and focused on 
the latest developments in Afghan- * 
istan. The two sides have agreed to * 
continue their dialogue on a regUT^ 
lar basis in order to-promote axlura- i 
ble settlement of the conflict kii Af- 
ghanistan. ' V 

The Minister of State for. Fbrpigh 
Affairs also availed of his presence in 
Uzbekistan to meet Pakistan nation- 
als residing in Tashkent. He urged 
them to continue good work in pro- 
moting economic and commercial 
collaboration between Pakistan aiid 
Uzbekistan. f ; p'^] . 

The Minister of State also briefed, 
selected member^ of the diplomatic^ 
corps in Tashkent, on the latest region- 
al developments. ' u!: 
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Pakistan refuses 
visa to Hekmatyar 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Pakistan has 
refused to grant visa to Afghanistan's 
former Prime Minister and Chief of 
Hizb-e-Islami Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
who wanted to travel to Peshawar to 
attend the funeral of his nephew, a fax 
message received here on Monday 
from Tehran. 

The Pakistan embassy in Tehran re- 
fused to issue a visa to Hekmatyar, 
saying that the Foreign Office in Paki- 
stan did not agree with the issuance of 
visa to him, the statement said. 

"We knew that Pakistan would not 
want to annoy Washington by allow- 
ing Hekmatyar to visit Pakistan, 
though, there were many occasions 
thkt Hekmatyar yearned to visit Paki- 
stan, but fearing to hear a similar neg- 
ative response, he gave up," it added. 
The refusal of visa to HIA leader was 
beyond imagination, which could not 
be expected even from a Hindu against 
a Muslim. "We were skeptical about 
the Islamabad's intentions towards 
Hekmatyar. Let this be understood by 
all those who did not know Islama- 
bad's intention that why it supported 
others against Hezb-I-Islami and 
blocked HIA to coming into power in 
Kabul," the statement said. 



Pak'Turkmen 
bid for Afghan 
peace soon 

ISLAMABAD (Agencies) - 
Pakistan and Turkmanistan have 
decided to send a Joint Mission to 
Afghanistan as part of the interna- 
tional initiatives to bring about 
durable peace to the worn-torn 
country. 

Siddique Khan Kanju Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs told 
reporters Friday at the PAF base, 
on his return from a visit to 
Central Asian States, the Joint 
Mission's visit to Afghanistan 
will be in complementary to the 
UN and OIC exercise. 

The minister visited 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgistan, 
Kazakistan, Tajikistan and 
Turkmanistan on the specific in- 
struction of Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif to discuss the 
evolving situation in Afghanistan 
for bringing sustainable peace to 
this war-ravaged country. 

Turkmanistan, "which has al- 
ways been very neutral. In fact, 
throughout the years it has shown 
it, " the minister said. 
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PaMstan, Uzbekistan to 



jointly work for 




ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Uzbek- 
istan Wednesday vowed to work to- 
gether for restoration of a durable 
peace ui Afghanistan by encouraging 
all Afghan factions to sit together to 
find ways for peaceful settlement of 
the problem. 

"We have to create an environ- 
ment for promotion of a lasting peace 
in Afghanistan by reaching a common 
position," Fbreign Minister of Uzbek- 
istan Abdul Aziz Kamilov and Minister 
of State for Fbreign Affairs Siddique 
Khan Kai\ju said while talking to re- 
porters at the PAF Base Chaklala. 

The two ministerjs also spoke 
about the construdive and significant 
role being played by Six Plus Two 
Ministerial Group imder the supervi- 
sion of the United Nations for solu- 
tion of Afghan imbroglio saying it is 
important that cooperation among 
the group should continue so as to 



forge better understanding of the 
problems and explore ways for its so-^ 
lution. 

Kamilov, who arrived her^ 
Wednesday evening on a two-day of^^ 
ficial visit, said' purpose of his tour 
Was to discuss bilateral and regional 
issues with particular reference to 
Afghan problem. He added therie 



Photo on Page 5 



mi&t be a close coordinatioa among 
all regional countries, especially Pak- 
istan and Uzbekistan, on the issue in 
order to find ai common position. 

"It is important that the two coun- 
tries must make collective efforts to 
brings about a lasting peace in 
Afghanistan," Kamilov said and added 
Uzbekistan on its part was cooperate 
ing with Pakistan at bilateral level as 
well as at the forums of United Na- 
tions and Six Plus Two. 



an peace 



^ Replying to a question, he said the 
two countries had constantly been in 
touch with each other, holding regu- 
lar consultations at various levels to 
promote cooperation on bilateral as 
well as regional issues. 

Siddique Kaiyu also underlined 
the need of collective efforts saying 
that creation of an environment con- 
ducive for restoration of durable 
peace was inevitable and this was 
possible only by bringing all the pro- 
tagonists to negotiating table. 

He eulogised role of Six Plus Two 
in this regard and said that it is an in- 
ternational instrument paving way for 
resolution of the conflict. 

He hoped that Kamilov's visit 
would go a long way in promoting 
understanding between the two 
countries on the issue and prove to 
be a step forward in right direc- 
tion.— PPI 



Taliban to attend peace moot only if invited as govt 

Nawaz renews call for 
peace in Afghanistan 

- extends support to '6+T meeting in Tashkent 



From SIK ANDER HAYAT 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan has 
assured the visiting Uzbekistan 
Foreign Minister Abdulaziz 
KamiTov of its full support to the 
UN-assisted meeting of the Six 
Plus Two on Afghanistan which is 
likely to be held in Tashkent later 
next month. 

l^oth Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and Foreign Minister Sartaj 
Aziz, in separate meetings with 
Kamilov, expressed Pakistan's de- 
termination to backup all efforts 
for a durable peace in 
Afghanistan. Both conveyed to the 
visiting leader that peace in 
Afghanistan would open up enor- 
mous opportunities for Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan to expand bilateral 



cooperation. 

Uzbekistan foreign minister ex- 
pressed his satisfaction over the 
warm response he received from 
the Pakistani leadership over the 
Six Plus Two meeting that his 
country is going to host. 

He also shared with his guests 
the growing perception that the 
Taliban are becoming responsive 
to the international initiatives for 
peace in their country. 

The two press releases issued 
Thursday by the Pakistan on the 
visit of Kamilov made no mention 
of the Northern Alliance nor they 
mentioned the concept of broad- 
based government in Afghanistan. 

Both sides were equally anx- 
ious to increase the bilateral coop- 
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eration particularly in trade and 
commerce which they agreed was 
not possible without obtaining per- 
manent peace in Afghanistan. 

The Six Plus Two comprises 
countries with common border 
with Afghanistan — Pakistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, China-plus Russia and 
United States. In pursuance of UN 
and OIC efforts their foreign min- 
isters met in New York in 
September and agreed on "Points 
of Common Understanding", to 
"'which the Tai iban 'government has 
also positively responded. The 
Tashkent meeting will be the fol- 
low-up of the New York consen- 
sus. 

- Accordmg to Afghan Islamic 
Ptess, the Uzbekistan foreign 
minister also met with the Taliban 
government's principal 
.spokesman in Pakistan, Mulla 
Wakil Ahmed, in Islamabad, in 
what is the first official contact 
between the two government. The 
Taliban leader described his meet- 
ing with the visiting foreign min- 
ister positive. 
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Taliban-Masood efforts for 



V. / 



Afghan peace hit snags 



By Nafees Takkar 



ISLAMABAD - Taliban and 
former defence minister Command- 
er Ahmad Shah Masood are facing 
certain hurdles oti their way towards 
the exchange of prisoners as the 
week-long ceasefire brokered by 
the Saudi-based Afghan business- 
man Syed Jalal Nabigha will end 
today (Monday). 

Syed Jalal who was in Kabul till 
filing of this report is now trying to 
extend the duration of the ceasefire 
between the two rival sides and 
thus have time for reaching on a 
point acceptable to both Taliban and 
Masood. 

Taliban sources in Kabul expressed 
their optimism over the outcome 



of the Jalal-led peace mission in a limit the scope of his talks and de- 
telephonic talk on Sunday. "The mandsonly to matters relating to his 
negotiations are in progress and| party called Shura -i- Nazaar. They 
there are hopes of positive re- ^^said^that Generallsmail Khan was a 
suits," said Afghanistan Bakhtar. > man of Professor Burhanuddin Rab- 
riews agency. V (:bani, the ousted president of Afghan - 

The progress on the exchange oft^^ istan, and that Masood^ should not 
prisonerl was blocked by some de- '^v w^^^^ scope of the terms and 
mands from the two sides which put conditions. 

in trouble the peace mission of Syisd ^1 Masood tepres^tatives also did 
Jalal Nabigha. not acknowledge the prisoners that 



TaUban demanded that all Pakistar 
ni Taliban that Were in the custody 6f 
Masood should also be released. On 
the other hand, Masood demanded 
the release of the former governor of. 



were released by Taliban, saying 
they were not the fighters of their 
party. , 

Taliban and Masood agreed for a 
week-long ceasefire on 26th of Octo- 



Herat General Ismail Khan, who is ' ;.ber. 
behind the bars in Kandahar since' \ ^ The ceasefire was brokered by an 
May 1997. influential Saudi-based Afghan trad- 

Taliban have rejected the Masood' ser Syed Jalal who claims to be the 
demand, arguing that Masood should advisor of the Saudi royal family. 



Afghan rivals truce ends 




KABUL (AFP) - A one-week truce 
between the Taliban and the opposi- 
tion to exchange prisoners ended Mon- 
day after little success and the Islanuc 
militia said there was no new agree- 
ment yet to extend it. 

But the Taliban *are willing' to dis- 
cuss a fresh truce for a swap of prison- 
ers, senior Taliban spokesman Wakil 
Ahmad told AFP. 

'No truce extension has taken place 
so far,* he said, speaking by satellite 
telephone from Kandahar. 

The week-long lull in fighting was 
brokered by a Saudi-based Afghan 
intellectual and businessman Sayed 
Jalal to allow an exchange of prisoners 
between the Taliban and Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Sources clo|p to Masood earlier said 




f 




that Jalal had succeeded in securing a 
two- week extension to the truce. ( 

Ahmad also said the Tahban had n6t : 
yet considered Masood* s proposal ^hat v 
the Islamic militia agree to free a top ¥ 
opposition commander Ismael Khan, K 
a former govemor of westem Herat ) 
province. 

Khan has been in the custody of the 
Taliban for the past two years. V^ 

A spokesman for Masood said the 
opposition was holding a top Taliban 
official Mulla Mujahid and that he 
would be freed in exchange for Ismael 
Khan. 

The Taliban spokesman said that 
Ismael Khan could not be included in 
a swap because he belonged to former 
president Burhanuddin Rabbani*s Ja- 
miat-i-Islami and not to Masood' s 



Shurai Nazar faction. 
. *MuUa Mujahid is not our former 
defence minister as claimed by the 
opposition. He was only a group lead- 
er whom they want to portray as a 
senior personality', Ahmad said. 
' Under the agreement mediated by 
Jalal both sides were to swap 1,000 
prisoners each and then exchange the 
remaining people, Ahmad said. 

But hardly any exchange took place, 
while both the sides accused each oth- 
er of playing tricks. 

'They have not been honest. They 
brought the local people for the swap,' 
the Taliban spokesman claimed. 

He accused Masood forces of at- 
tacking the Taliban positions in Nahrin 
district of northern Baghlan province 
during the week-long truce. 
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Afghan land-mines 
a great tragedy, 
$ays Inderfurdi 

' WASHINGTON (PR)-Afghani- 
. stan remains one of "the great trag- 
edies in the world with respect to 
land-mines," according to Karl 
Inderfurth, Assistant Secretary of 
^tate for South Asian Affairs. 
t Speaking during a Worldnet Dia- 
logue with Peshawar (October 29) 
^nderfiirdi recalled a recent incident 
' in Afghanistan in which more than 40 
people died when a bus carrying a 
wedding party hit an anti-tank mine. 

"So the tragedy of land-mines in 
•Afghanistan continues. It is one of the 
mostheavily affected land-mine coun- 
tries in the world, and it*s one that we 
in the United States have been doing 
a great deal to address," he said. 

Despite such incident&m i^ghani- 
stan and elsewhere, Inaerfurth said 
there is "some good news" to report. 
He said effprts by the international 
community to reduce the risks 
posed by the worldwide land-mine 
crisis aird other "success stories" 
have been catalogue in a new State 
Department report entitled "Hid- 
den Killers." 

Inderfurth was joined on the pro- 
gramme by Pat Patiemo, Director of 
the State Department's office of hu- 
manitarian de-mining programmes. 
Patiemo said since 1993, the United 
States has committed more than 
$19 million to Afghanistan for 
various de-mining programmes, 
including mine awareness, mine map- 
ping,* ttiaricing, surveying work, and 
Miife'aieMricr^^' • 

"It is by far the largest programme 
in the world, and it is the largest 
contribution we have made to any 
country in the world since we have 
been active in humanitarian de-min- 
ing," Patiemo said. 

He said the United States expects 
that level of support to continue and 
^reported that Congress, in approving 
La new budget for 1999, allocated $35 
^million for State Department humani- 
tarian de-mining assistance around 
>the world. 
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FRONTIER post 

Pak backing of 
Taliban threatens 
Asia: India 

NEW DELHI (AFP) - Indian 
army chief General V.P.Malik 
warned Thursday that Pakistan's 
support for Islamic fundamental- 
ists, like the Taliban in Afganistan, 
cduld wreak havoc across Asia. 

Malik told senior defence offi- 
cials here that the Taliban, "con- 
ceived and supported by Pakistan," 
spelt danger for the entire conti- 
nent. 

If the "experiment" succeeds, 
"the spread of fundamentalism ac- 
companied by violence may soon 
spread across south, west and cen- 
tral Asia," said Malik, whose re- 
marks coincided with India- 
Pakistan talks in New Delhi on 
cross-border terrorism. 

Malik also blasted Pakistan for 
supporting insurgencies' in Indian 
territory, especially in the occupied 
Kashmir. 

"If militancy grows too big, 
both the initiator and the affected 
nation will be tempted to use con- 
ventional war means," he said. • 

The head of the Indian army in 
Kashmir, meanwhile, admitted the 
impossibility of preventing Muslim 
militants in Pakistan sneaking 
across the border. "No matter how 
many forces are deployed (on the 
border), the geography of the area 
favours infiltration," General 
Krishan Pal was quoted as saying 
by Thursday's local newspapers. 

"Both local and foreign mili- 
tants continue to infiltrate into the 
state," Pal said, stressing that the 
situation in Kashmir could only be 
solved through dialogue. 
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Russia calls 
for world action 
against Taliban 

TEHRAN: Russia has called for im- 
mediate intemationpl action against 
the Taliban by terming it as a basic 
cause of continuation of bloodshed 
in the war-ravaged Afghanistan, re- 
ports Radio Tehran. 

A spokesman of the Russian For- 
eign Ministry while addressing a 
press conference in Moscow said 
that warmongering policies of the 
Taliban have made the situation in 
Afghanistan very tense. He said that 
the activities and actions of the stu- 
dent militia have posed a majoi 
threat to regional security.—NNI 
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Iran, Uzbekistan call for 
broad-based govt in Kabul 



' TEHRAN: Iran and Uzbekistan has 
called for the formation of a^broad- 
based government in Afghanistan 
through political dialogue. , ^ 

The appeal was made here,in the 
talks between Iranian Fo]peig[v'lifini^ 
ter Kamal Kharrazi and his Uzbek 
counterpart Abdulaiiz Kamilov, ji^iio 
was on a one-day visit to han^ / - 

Their talk^ also highlighted the 
need for regional cooperation to help 
end the Afghan crisis, the Iranian of- 
ficial news agency IRNA reported on 
Wednesday The Afghan Taliban miU- 
tia should respect the wishes of the 



/^international community and imple- 

' ment the^tJN Security Council resolu- 
tions. The two ministers expressed 
grave concerns over growing terror- 

\ ism, insecurity and illicit trade in ar- 
n(iaments and narcotics in the region. 

On bilateral ties, they said that 
both Tehran and Tashkent are deter- 
mined to enhance bilateral ties and 
consolidate regional cooperation. 
Uzbekistan attaches particular signif- 
icance to expanding its cooperation 

» with Iran in commercial, economic 
and telecommunications sectors, 
Kamilov said.— NNI 
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EU threats to 
cut Afghan aid: 
clarification 

BRUSSELS: Reference to a report in 
The News by Rahimullah Yusufzai 
headlined *30 agencies to be hit by 
EU threat to curtail Afghan aid' (Nov 
4), the European Community Hu- 
manitarian Office (ECHO) issued the 
following clarification: "This Office 
has not terminated funding for hu- 
manitarian activities in Afghanistan. 
It has, however, suspended aid in 
Kabul. This was because it had be- 
come impossible for non-governmen- 
tal organisations to work in an effec- 
tive, principled and 
.non-discriminatory manner, the cul- 
mination of a crisis between non-gov- 
ernmental organisations and the Tal- 
iban authorities which ended with the 
expulsion of NGOs from the cs^ital. 

''Outside Kabul, the security situa- 
tion after American strikes in August 
forced expatriates to leave the coun- 
try. Since ECHO projects could not 
^ continue without expatriate monitor- 
/ ing, this meant they could not pro- 
ceed as originally planned. These de- 
velopments had nothing to do with 
Commissioner Bonino's brief arrest 
in Kabul last year. ' 

"Regarding Sandy Gall's 
Afghanistan Appeal, we fail to under- 
stand why the suspension of ECHO 
> funding would bring Sandy Gall's op- 
erations in Afghanistan to an end, 
giyentlwt,hisAppf5jaj3jt^d.inJ9^^^ 
long before ECHQ ws^. created in 
1992, and th2^.h^,J)^'^^i\fi^t(ied to 
ECHO that he has had other sources 
of funding throughout the time he has 
been an ECHO partner. 

"Sandy Gall's Afghanistan Appeal 
was included in an ECHO financial 
plan for the entire country, worth 
ECU 10 million, that would have cov- 
ered the period July 1998-March 
1999. The Appeal would have re- 
ceived ECU 180,000 for its work in 
Jalalabad, the same amount as was al- 
located to it in 1998. But the Finan- 
cial Plan was cancelled in the light of 
the situation this summer. 

"Commissioner Bonino is well 
aware that Afghanistan's people, par- 
ticularly women and children, are en- 
during great hardship as a result of 
the civil war in that country. That is 
why ECHO has made available ECU 
80.68 million for humanitarian aid in 
Afghanistan since 1995. ECHO is 
monitoring developments closely, and 
hopes to resume aid as soon as the 
situation stabilises. Aid will be re- 
stored if and when it is possible for 
programmes to resume and to be car- 
ried out in full respect of humanitar- 
ian principles, with expatriate mohi- 
toring." 



Uzbek FM 
holds talks 
with Tahban 



ISLAMABAD. Nov 26: The visit- 
ing Uzbek foreign minister, 
Abdulaziz Kamilov, on Thursday 
held a detailed meeting with 
a high-level Taliban delegation 
in Islamabad and extended 
invitation to them to* attend 
the forthcoming meeting of 
the "Six Plus T^yb" group in 
Tashkent. 

The two-membet Taliban team, 
headed by their senior spokesman 
Maulvi Wakeel Ahmed Mutawakil, 
flew into Islamabad for the meet- 
ing, which was first contact 
between the two sides. He was 
accompanied by chief of protocol 
in Kandahar Haji Fazal 
Muhammad. 

"We removed Uzbek leaders 
misunderstanding about the poli- 
cies of Afghanistan and told them 
that our government wants friend- 
ly ties with all neighbouring 
states," Mutawakil told NNI after 
I the meeting. — ^NNI 

DAWN 
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YANGI-QALA: Afghan warlord Ahmad Shah Masood (L) heads towards the frontline of northern 
Kunduz province with his commanders in war-torn Afghanistan, Masood's forces are fighting the 
Taliban militia who are controiiing more than 80 per cent of tti^ country in iiorth.- AFP 




ANDARAB: Afghan fi#t«rs to wariord Ahitod ^bah Masood take out ammimitfeii^ frcwn a SotieMnadc 

helkqptar MI-6 In northem Afgiiaidstan, oii^^nrday^-' 
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ilBif^ARAB: Two Afghan boys help unload rocket-propelled grenades 
in this northern city of Afghanistan. According to a United Nations 
report nearly 400,000 children have been killed in the waivravaged 
country during the last two decades.— AFP 
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>l/(//iafl cA//(/re/i //> a ruined house collect pieces of metal In KabuL The children sell the scrap for pocket 
monev. — Reuters photo . > ^ , 
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100 killed in 
Taliban attacks' 

KABUL (AFP) - Seventy civilians 
were killed and more than 1(X) injured 
durinc Taliban aerial bombardments 
at Taloqan in north Afghanistan, op- 
positi(Mi souices said rhursday. 

A further 38 residents were shot 
dead in neighbouring Takliiar and 
Koprak villages as the militia was 
forced into retreat by forces loyal to 
ethnic Tajik commander, Ahmad Shah 
Masood. they said. 

The bombings were a precursor to a 
Taliban offensive on the strategic city 
of Taloqan, launched Wednesday 
morning and signalling a bloody end 
to a two-week ceasefire agreement. 

On Monday, the Taliban had offered t( > 
extend tlie ceasefire agreement. 

Independent confirmation of the 
battles was not immediately available. 

Air traffic at Kabul airport has been 
heavier than usual over the past two 
nights prompting local speculation of 
further Taliban strikes. 

Meanwhile. I orces loyal to Afghan 
opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood have repelled Taliban troops 
trom the area they captured in the 
latest opposition offensive in Takhar 
pr(.)\ ince. a spokesman said Thursday. 

Masv>od's spokesman Mohammad 
A re f ad m i net! t he i e I i g ious m i 1 i t i a had 
advanced close to the northeastern 
province's capital of Taloqan in Wednes- 
day * s massixe attack which in vol ved thou - 
sands of turbaned fighters. 

Masud recaptures 
lost ground in 
Takhar province 

KABUL: Forces loyal to Afghan oppo- 
sition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masud have repelled Taliban troops 
from the areas they captured in the 
latest offensive in 'Mhar province, a 
spokesman said Thursday. 

Masud's spokesman Mohammad 
Arif admitted the religious militia hat 
advanced close to the northeasterr 
province's capital of Taloqan ir 
Wednesday's massive attack which in 
volved thousands of turbaned fight- 
ers. 

"The Taliban were pushed back to- 
wards Bangi where fighting is still 
going on," Arif told AFP from hif 
nortliern base by satellite telephone 
Bangi, 20 kilometres west of Taloqan 
divides Takhar which is held bj 
Masud. Arif said the oppositior 
troops were surprised by the Talibai 
attack, which subsided after & 
counter-offensive launched by 
Masud's loyalists.— -AFP 



FRONTIER POST 



Taliban bombings kill 
over 100 civilians 

Heavy fighting rages near Taloqan 



KABUL (AFP) - Seventy civil 
lans were killed and more than 
100 injured during Taliban aerial 
bombardments at Taloqan in north 
Afghanistan, opposition sources 
said Thursday. 

A further 38 residents were 
shot dead in neighbouring Takhtar 
and Koprak villages as the militia 
was forced into retreat by forces 
loyal to ethnic Tajik commander, 
Ahmad Shah Masood, they said. 

'Thirteen of the dead villagers 
had their hands tied," one source 
said. 

The bombings were a precursor 
to a Taliban offensive on the 
strategic city of Taloqan, launched 
Wednesday morning and sig- 
nalling a bloody end to a two- 
week ceasefire agreement. 

However, opposition forces 
have since said the territory lost to 
the Taliban in Takhar province 
Wednesday has been regained and 
advances made beyond Bangi, 
which had recently been con- 

Taliban launch 

offensive to 
retake Taloqan 

KABUL, Nov 11: The Taliban 
militia have renewed their autumn 
offensive at Taloqan in northern 
Afghanistan against forces loyal to 
rival commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, an opposition spokesman 
said. 

Masood spokesman, Mohammad 
Aref, said the Taliban began their 
attack early Wednesday from the 
nearby town of Bangi. 

"I cannot confirm if they have 
made any ground. Taliban jets 
bombarded public places in Talo- 
qan city but reports of casualties 
are yet to come," he said. The 
attacks came 2 days after the 
Taliban said they were ready to 
extend a ceasefire accord with 
Masood. — ^AFP 



trolled by the miliiia. 

"The bombardment mostly tar- 
geted residential areas of Taloqan 
city. 

"Fighting continued today 
(Thursday) and our forces cap- 
tured Bangi area completely. 
Sixty-six Taliban were arrested, 
50 were taken yesterday, 20 vehi- 
cles were captured and a large 
number of Taliban were wound- 
ed," he said. 

On Monday, the Taliban had 
offered to extend the ceasefire 
agreement. 

Independent confirmation of 
the battles was not immediately 
available. 

Bangi is 20 kilometers west of 
Taloqan and divides Takhar, 
which is held by Masood from the 
Taliban-held adjacent Kunduz 
province. 

The area has been the focus of 
a tug-of-war between the two 
sides. Taloqan's importance isi 
underpinned by its traditional 
role as a supply base for Masood 
and its access to the Tajikistan 
border. 

Either side would hold a dis- 
tinct advantage if they can se- 
cure surrounding routes over the 
coming winter. 

"In today's fightins our 
troops advanced between seven 
and 10 kilometres from their 
previous frontline," the sources 
said. 

They said heavy fighting was 
continuing in the Sin district 
where local Takhar people "rose 
against the Taliban and two local 
commanders joined Masood's 
forces." 

Masood is the last obstacle 

blocking Taliban ambitions to 
control the entire country. The 
religious militia has secured 
about 80 per cent of Afghanistan 
and established a puritanical 
regime under Shariat law. 

Air traffic at Kabul airport 
has been heavier than usual over 
the past two nights prompting 
local specualtion of further 
Taliban strikes. 
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Opposition 
recapture 
territory 



KABUL, Nov 12: Forces loyal to 
Afghan opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood have repelled 
Taliban troops from the area they 
captured in the latest opposition 
offensive in Takhar province, a 
spokesman said on Thursday. 

Masood*s spokesman Mohammad 
Arif admitted the militia had 
advanced close to the northeastern 
province's capital of Taloqan in 
Wednesday's massive attack which 
involved thousands of turbaned 
] fighters. 

j "The Taliban were pushed back 
i towards Bangi where fighting is 
I still going on," Arif told AFP from 
his northern base by satellite tele- 
phone. 

Bangi, 20 kilometres west of 
Taloqan, divides Takhar which is 
held by Masood. 

Arif said the opposition troops 
were surprised by the Taliban 
attack, which subsided after a 
counter-offensive launched by 
Masood loyalists. 

The Taliban offensive stopped 
after a few hours and "we took all 
the area back in the counter- 
attack," he added. 

He said dozens of civilians were 
killed in Taloqan which was heavi- 
ly bombarded by Taliban jets on 
Wednesday. 

The spokesman said fighting was 
going on outside Taloqan but it was 
not intense. 

The rehgious militia holds about 
80 per cent of Afghanistan includ- 
ing the capital Kabul captured two 
years ago. 

Masood, entrenched in the north- 
east, is the last obstacle to the 
Taliban's goal of taking control of 
the entire country to establish a 
puritanical Muslim state. — ^AFP 
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Taliban-Masud 
agreement on 
one-week truce ^ 

ISLAMABAD: A new one-week truce^ ■ 
was mediated Friday between the 
Afghan Taliban militia and opposi^,^ 
tion commander Ahmad Shah 
Masud, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported. \ ' u til 

The mediator Sayed Jalal, a 
Saudi Arabia-based Afghan intellec- 
tual, brought about the agreement,' ' 
the Pakistan-based privkte informa- 
tion service said. iS 

The report, which could not be 
independently confirmed, said the 
purpose of the truce was to facili- 
tate the exchange of prisoners be- 
tween the warring sides. 

Jalal, who has been shuttling 
between the two sides, had earlier 
mediated a similar lull in fighting 
recently, during which a swap 
of prisoners had taken place, AIP 
said. 

Sayed Jalal is now on his way 
to Ahmed Shah Masud's stronghold 
of the Panjsher valley north of ' 
Kabul to discuss arrangements for 
an exchange of prisoners, it 
added.—AFP 

<^ 



Two districts 
captured from 
Taliban: Rivals 

'KABUL (AFP) - Forces loyal 
to opposition, commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood said 
Saturday that two districts near 
Bangi in far north Afghanistan 
had been captured from the 
Taliban militia. . 

They said the districts in- 
cluded Ishkamish, which en- 
compasses supply routes be- 
tween Masood's base in the 
Panjsher Valley and the 
Tajikistan border. 

"Last night we also took 
Burka district from the direc- 
tion of Ishkamish. We have ad- 
vanced on Khanabad, we are 
only four kilometres (three 
miles) from Khanabad town," a 
Masood spokesman told AFP. 

Independent confirmation 
was not immediately available 
and Taliban spokesmen could 
not be reached for comment. 
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New truce between 
Taliban and Masood 



ISLAMABAD, Nov 13:.A ne\^( 
one-week truce was mediated on^ 
Friday between the Taliban cuid 
opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported. 

The mediator Sayed Jalal, a 
Saudi Arabia-based Afghan intel- 
lectual, brought about the agree- 
ment, the private information ser- 
vice said. The AIP said the purpose 
of the truce was to facilitate the 



exchange of prisoners between the 
warring sides. 

Jalal, who has been shuttling 
between the two sides, had earlier 
mediated a similar lull in fighting 
recently, during which a swap of 
prisoners had taken place, AIP 
said. He is now on his way to Maso- 
od's stronghold of the Panjsher val- 
ley north of Kabul to discuss 
arrangements for an exchange of 
prisoners, it added. — ^AFP 
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Opposition to open new 
front against Taliban 



PESHAWAR (NNI) 
Commander Malik Zarin of 
Eastern Shoora has said that 
they are opening a new front 
against Taliban in eastern 
Afghanistan. 

In an interview with a 
Pushto daily, he accuse^d 
Taliban of accommodating 
Khalqis, Parchamis, commu- 
nists and nationalists in their 
movement. He said that 
Afg)ians have waged jehad for 
twenty years to get rid of such 
elements. 

He said that his forces are 
fully prepared and would 
launch new offensive in eastern 
provinces of the country within 
couple of weeks. He said that 
Taliban have now fully ex- 
posed to the Afghans and that 
is why, they have decided to- 



V 



flush them out of Kunar. 

He called on the Afghans to 
.rise against Taliban and 
demonstrate the same determi- 
nation, spirit and zeal as they 
did against the foreign occupa- 
tion forces in Afghanistan. , 
He termed the fprmation of a 
broad based government in 
Afghanistan as the only solu- 
tion to the conflict and said 
that all the jehad leaders should , 
be inducted in such a govern- 
ment. 

He said the arrest of national 
elders on the charge of having 
hands in the alleged abortive 
coup against Taliban has 
caused great concern among 
the people forcing them to rise • 
for a decisive war against the 
Taliban. He denied these alle- 
gations and said that a coup is 



always staged by the military- 
men and that is too in the capi- 
tal to grab power. 

Malik Zarin said that time is 
now ripe to launch a major at- 
tack against the Taliban. He 
said that winter is fast ap- 
proaching making it easy for 
them to start guerrilla war 
against the student militia. He 
said that their forces. are still 
deployed in eastern Afghan 
provinces and can come into 
action anytime. 

He said that there is mark 
difference in the words and 
deeds of the Taliban. He al- 
leged that former communists 
have how grown beard and 
joined the ranks of Taliban. He 
said that Taliban can no longer 
deceive people in the name of 
Islam. 



Masood forces capture 2 districts 



9.^ 



KABUL (AFP) - Forces loyal to 
opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood said Saturday that two dis- 
tricts near Bangi in far north Afghani- 
stan had been captured from the 
Taliban militia. 

They said the districts included 
Ishkamish, which encompasses sup- 
ply routes between Masood* s base in 
the Panjsher Valley and the Tajikistan 
border. 

*Last night we also took Burka dis- 
trict from the direction of Ishkamish. 
We have advanced on Khanabad, we 
are only four kilometres from 
Khanabad town,* a Masood spokes- 
man told AFP. Independent confir- 
mation was not immediately avail- 
able and Taliban spokesmen could 
not be reached for comment. 

Opposition sources said about 1 ,000 
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Taliban soldiers had defected to 
Masood in both districts, which has 
been the site of heavy fighting in 
recent days despite efforts to negoti- 
ate another ceasefire between the 
warring sides. 

*The Taliban suffered 200 killed or 
wounded during the fight for Bukha,' 
the Masood spokesman said. 

'The Taliban still hold Bangi bridge, 
where heavy fighting is going on at 
the moment, V ^ ' 

The opposition sources have 
claimed 70 civilians were killed and 
more than 100 injured during Taliban 
aerial bombardments at nearby 
Taloqan. 

A further 38 residents were shot 
dead in Takhtar and Koprak villages 
as the militia were forced into retreat 
by opposition forces, they said. 
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